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Fundraising Update
How is our fundraising for this year going? Since
September we have raised C$27,735.07 of an end of
the school year target of $250,000. Thank you so
much to all of you who have donated so generously
and thank you so much for all your prayers this year.
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Dear Friends
Kilian O’Donovan

Bible School Director
Praise the Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ, now and
forever. Praise Him in the highest Heavens. Praise Him
for all He has done and is doing, especially here at the
Bible School.
In the early days of the Charismatic Renewal God
poured out His Spirit in remarkable ways. One such
blessing was the founding of John Paul II Bible School,
a surprise and a gift to the Church. I have the deepest
conviction that God is not done with us yet. In fact we
are only at the beginning of all that He intends to ac
complish. Many years ago, the Word of God came to
the Operations Committee as we gathered in prayer
waiting for the Lord’s direction: “My people, you have
no idea of the extent of the over all plan, nor can you
imagine the resources you will need. So wait on Me
and all will be made clear at the proper time.”
It is my belief that the preeminent charism guiding
all the other charisms is that of Apostolic authority.
Hence, my first act as Director was to meet with Bishop
Luc Bouchard. He encouraged me with his wisdom
and insight, particularly when he urged me “Kilian
make sure you remain faithful to your original char
ism.” Our Shepherd’s advice has been a beacon ever
since. On every occasion I
have stressed to staff and
students alike that we

are a Charismatic Bible School and that we welcome
all the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Our students arrived the first week of September and
from the very beginning they were immersed in the
unction of the Holy Spirit. After the Baptism of the
Spirit the power of God burst forth in tongues and many
other amazing gifts. While resting in the Spirit, tears
of joy accompanied physical, spiritual and emotional
healing. One young lady testified to the miracle work
ing power of God. Her doctor had told her that she

After the prayer she knew
that God had healed her.
must have an operation on her knee. After the prayer
she knew that God had healed her. She left the Church
and ran around outside testing what God had done for
her. Bursting with joy she ran back into the Church to
testify what had happened. God had healed her!
Daily we are immersed in the treas
ures of our Catholic faith: The
Mass, our Lady’s Rosary, Scrip
ture study and sacred music.
We feel a special call on
our lives to be a

Kilian and wife Loretta (front right) surrounded by many awesome students!
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community of prayer and praise (approximately three
hours daily). Our mornings begin with the Liturgy of
the Hours, the time honoured prayer recited by the
early Fathers of the Church. What a blessing also to
have the Lord with us in the Tabernacle and daily
made present on our Altar.

If we were to take this process to the seventh level we
would literally share the Lord with twice the popula
tion of Canada! Is it possible? The Angel Gabriel was
a good news messenger when he brought the Word to
Mary. When asked how this would be possible he re
plied, “Nothing is impossible with God”.

What now for the future? Are there any new direc
tions for the School? I am convinced that John Paul II
Bible School is not just a one year commitment. What
I am going to say next applies particularly to our
former graduates, all 800 of you. You were and still
are part of this com
munity, this family
of praise that God
has raised up to the
Glory of His Name.
Some of you may
feel disappointed
over the years since
you left Bible
School. You may
have been bruised
by your everyday
life in the world, or
you may feel you
have drifted far
from the calling of
God on your life
while you were in Radway. Your life may feel like it
has been one endless desert. God wants to refresh you
and to place you once again in the forefront of what
He is doing. He still intends to renew His Church. We
may be tired, but the Holy Spirit is not. It is our inten
tion to begin putting our lectures on DVD. These will
be sent out to you, four hours of teaching per month.

So my dear brothers and sisters, the question lies
before us, are we open, are we willing to be used by
God? Do we say yes as Mary did and bring Jesus the
living Word to fields ripe for the harvest?
Dear friends, I challenge you to grasp this new vi
sion, to think big.
There is no reason
on earth why this
cannot be done. God
has given us the
tools; He has trained
us well during our
year at Bible School.
Together we can be
mighty instruments
for the New Evange
lization prophesied
by our late beloved
Holy Father John
Paul II. Do you want
to be vibrant and
alive with the Gos
pel message? Then join with us and share the Good
News Message – Jesus Christ who died, is ALIVE,
and He is coming for all His sheep. I am going to
assume you are in agreement, that you are willing to
take part in this new apostolate. With this newsletter
I am announcing what is to come. Please pray with us
that we are on the right track, that we truly are in the
will of the Lord. If you have any thoughts or ideas I
would look forward to hearing from you.
I would like to conclude by wishing all our friends
and supporters of the Bible School a very blessed,
happy and holy Christmas. I ask Jesus, Mary and
Joseph to fill your home with their own joy. God love
you always.

God wants to refresh you, to
place you once again in the
forefront of what He is doing.
This service will be provided at very minimal cost.
All profits will go toward ongoing support of the Bi
ble School. Energized by these anointed teachings
God intends you to be a light to others. What if each
of you were to form a small cell group of five people
in your Parish and share the above teachings? Let us
dream together, all 800 graduates of John Paul II Bi
ble School leading five others to a renewed relation
ship in Jesus Christ. Now we are four thousand strong.
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Sincerely in the Love of Jesus and Mary,

Kilian O’Donovan
Director

Introducing...
Our New Associate Director:

Melinda Schenher
“Be patient, God isn’t finished with me yet.” My memory of my first en
counter with a John Paul II Bible School Outreach team consists of singing
“This Little Light of Mine” and one person pointing out the above slogan
that was written on my tshirt. We left that night with the cassette “Shine in
My Heart Lord Jesus” (produced around the second year of Bible School,
correct me if I am wrong). Various encounters through friends and family
have brought me to and from the Bible school over the past six years.
Through it all, I find myself on Radway soil once again. I believe since that
time, God has written the Bible School on my heart. It is with great pleas
ure that I now join Kilian and the staff of 200506.

We are always looking for
useful items around the
Bible School.
 Professional quality digital camcorder
 good serge protectors

If you have any items you wish
to donate, call Martin at
780.736.3833

We’re Updating Our Website
Had a look at our website lately? Oh my, I hope not. It’s
really out of date. Really! But never fear, John Paul II Bible
School alumni and expert web heads Lance Paranych and
James Riley are working feverishly to update it. It will sport
a new, more attractive look. More importantly, it will be
easier to update, allowing us to inform you of upcoming
events. We hope it will also allow our students to apply
online, as well as a number of other useful features like online
donations for our supporters. We are very excited  stay
tuned!
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A New Beginning

A New Start in Life
Michelle Gallant

When you first enter into the
community of the John Paul II
Bible Schoo l, you feel as
though you have entered into
an alternate universe. I have
wanted to attend this school
for several years and some
times I still have to pinch
myself to make sure I am
not dreaming. I am really
here!
Once you get past the awkward first
day, you realize that you have joined a commu
nity full of joyful, caring and godly people.
Christ’s love is present here. And though it is hard
to get to know forty new people, community life
grows on you. I now have twelve brothers in
Christ and twenty seven sisters(and that’s just the
students!). The school attracts students from all
around the world; I have classmates from New
Zealand, Scotland, the United States and various
parts of Canada.
In the past two months, we have heard each
others’ testimonies and taken classes on topics
such as purity, faith, charisms and the lit
urgy. These classes are so crucial
for the foundation of our
faith. They have given
me great insight into
what I believe and why.
Although it is how
the year could seem,
life here is not perfect.
Living in community
definitely has it ’s
struggles. We are of
ten reminded to
stretch and grow, even
when we do not particularly feel like stretching.
We are told “Obedience is the route to holiness”
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and that is what I have to remember when I am
dragging myself out of bed in the morning. I also
find it hard to deal with the lack of privacy that
comes with living with so many people. However
that is all part of the growing process.
I came to Bible School straight from high school.
I was a shy Christian struggling in a secular world.
I have found that this is the safest place to
open up and not be judged for it.
Here I know I am loved – first
by God and secondly by the
people He has brought into
my life by being here. I
have changed so much in
the past few months. I
can not wait to see
what the rest of the
year will bring.

A Great Big

Thank You

Imagine This

Catherine Monai
This old piano (a classic, if you will) sitting in a lounge,
just begging to be played. Giving in, you sit down on
the bench, carefully placing your fingers onto the first
keys. As you begin playing
however, you notice something.
It does not sound quite right. But
you continue to play, ignoring
this passing thought. Then it
happens. You hit a high G… and
cringe! Oh! How it grates the
nerves, sending shivers down
your spine, forcing your whole
body into convulsions! OH, the
horror of an out of tune piano!
So you cease to play, each day
walking by this instrument with
a deep longing to play, but
knowing that to do so will only
result in pain and agony.
Then one day walking by the
same piano, something catches

your eye… Lo and behold, It is a brand new digital
piano! Tears of joy well up inside you as you gingerly
sit down, open the top and gently begin to play. As the
beautiful notes echo in the
speakers and the harmonies
flow through, you are taken
away in peaceful bliss! Every
bit of the song resounds in the
depths of your being.
To the anonymous and most
generous soul who donated
this beautiful gift to us, we
THANK YOU from the bot
tom of our hearts! Perhaps
now I will be able to play
more than “Mary had a little
lamb!”

Catherine enjoying the new keys!

And Mattresses Too!
It is no secret that the mattresses and bedding at
the Bible School are not the most comfortable in
the world. Yes, they are old. Not exactly old testa
ment old, but old enough that a night’s sleep in
perfect comfort was less than guaranteed.

Sophie Segbeaya in her bed fit for a princess.

Until now! Former students, you have read cor
rectly. All those of you who have suffered through
odd bulges and uncomfortable hard bits can, at
the very least, be pleased for current and future
students who will not need to suffer any longer.
We have new mattresses. Great quality, comfort
able new mattresses!
We extend a special thanks to Frank and Anna
Marie Hepfner for this blessing – they purchased
a large number of them for us. A big thanks as
well to Lynn Cristini for the sheets and comfort
ers and to Jeannette Goulet for her donation of
comforters. They’re warm and wonderful and yes,
very comforting!
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Ernie Chauvet Receives

Kevin Carr Award
Martin Willms
What does a former John Paul II Bible School direc
tor do in his spare time? If your name is Ernie Chauvet,
you are probably picking up any number of distin
guished awards.
Not that Ernie has a lot of spare time. Since leaving
the Bible School in August, Ernie has been attending
Newman Theological College in Edmonton full time
to complete his Masters of Theology. However, he
has been up to a lot more than that. We are bursting
our buttons with pride here because Ernie has also
recently received a Centennial Medal honouring his
contribution to the cultural life of Alberta. He has also
been made a member of “Du Conseil des Sages” – in
English an elder of the francophone community.
Perhaps the award we are most proud of though is
Ernie winning the 2005 Kevin Carr Christian Leader
ship Award. This is a big one. It recognizes a lifetime
of achievement and leadership in the Catholic com
munity and it could not have gone to a more worthy
recipient. Ernie helped found and lead the Bible School
for many years. He also helped to found and lead the
Canadian Foundation for the Love of Children and it’s
offshoot, the Kid’s Cottage support centre for youth
in crisis. Ernie was also instrumental in supporting
French culture and education across the provinces.
On October 5th six of us from the school bundled off
to the Petroleum Club in Edmonton to watch Ernie
accept his award. It was a brilliant afternoon and Ernie
gave an impassioned acceptance speech.
A Section of Ernie’s Speech:
I can honestly say that the words of my father
ring true when he quoted on his deathbed
Alfred de Musset, “Do not detest the
trials of your life for they have
made you the person
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that you are today.” My heart has been filled these last
ten days with gratitude for so many of you here who
have been there at times of trials.
Challenges and trials are but a part of life, — they
form us. The obstacles are opportunities to seriously

It recognizes a lifetime of
achievement and leadership
in the Catholic community...
review our motivations. I realize many things that I
could have done better and that I am far from perfect,
but that is good because it allows understanding and
compassion to grow.
As Christians we believe that although we are broken,
we are still chosen. It is easy to criticize or let the past
or our imperfections paralyze us and be the excuses to
do nothing. But if we allow our hearts to be filled with
the love from our God, for our parents, for our com
munities or for our country, then even if we are imper
fect and make mistakes that love will engage us. It will
move us to action.
We need to be filled with gratitude. Gratitude is
fully appreciated when we

come to realize how broken we are, yet we move be
yond our brokenness to reach out to others with com
passion. In times of trials I have often reminded my
self that people rarely act out of malice but rather be
cause they are emotionally wounded from the hurts of
their past. If we are patient, respect those who may
oppose us, do not allow resentments a foothold, then
in due time we will see the fruits of our efforts. We
need to act with conviction, check our motives, be re
spectful, be clear in our vision and persevere.
My younger sister RoseMarie spoke about perse
verance filled with gentleness as she talked about an
experience with my dad. Before starting school she
would go with my dad to read the book Heidi in Eng
lish as he milked the cows. One day struggling to read
the words, she threw the book on the barn floor and
exclaimed, “I would rather be a cat. They don’t have
to read to get the fresh milk.” With a special tender
look my dad picked her up in his arms and finished
reading the page for her, and he even gave her the por
tion of milk that was a part of our routine; She had
finished reading the book by the time school started.

We have a God that
loves us and who is
there when we may
get discouraged
and he keeps on
believing in us.
My personal
faith in Christ
has helped
me to move
from theory
to action. It
has al
lowed me
to remain
positive, loving
and to persevere. I neverthe
less could not have done it without
community.

Hello!
from Some of our Family
Sophie Segbeaya
age 21  Togo, West Africa
In 2001 I came from Africa to live in Nelson, BC and joined my parents and my
younger sister who had arrived earlier that year. My Dad left our country because
of the political situation there. He was attending university when he left and
needed to leave the country as it was unsafe for him to stay.
The reason I wanted to attend Bible School is to be close to God and to see what
God has planned for me. I also want to help other people. I would like to learn
more about my christian faith and my Catholic Church.
I have experienced God’s love and mercy. He will not leave me alone.
I raise my eyes toward the mountains.
From where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
(Psalm 121:12)
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A few more of

our Family...

LiseAnne Amyotte
age 22  Edmonton, AB
I had been putting off going to Bible School for two years for fear of what
this place had in store for me. What was there to fear? I have met some
amazing people who have become great friends. We have begun a lifelong
friendship with our Lord, Jesus Christ. It’s been a roller coaster ride that I
wouldn’t change for the world. I can’t wait to see what the rest of the year
has in store.

Kathryn Gorman
age 19  Saint John, New Brunswick
My year at the Bible School is a very important step on my road to spiritual
maturity. Since my return to the Church two years ago, I have been yearning
for community, spiritual growth, prayer, support and knowledge. Since com
ing here I’ve learned more than I could have imagined about the teachings of
the Church, prayer and community life. I have grown so much in just two
and a half months, I can’t wait to see what is in store for the semester to
come. JPII Bible School is equipping me for university, my vocation, the
work place and for life in general. I would recommend JPII to everyone and
anyone who wants to grow in a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ and
learn more about who they are and where Christ is calling them.

Matthew Farrell
age 22  Scotland
My actual hometown is so small that people in Scotland have never even
heard of it. So, how did I hear about JPII Bible School? I served
nine months on a youth ministry team called “Living Waters” and four of us,
including our director, were JPII graduates (two Radway campus and two
Hinton campus). So I got to hear about the Bible School, the formation and
healing aspects of the school’s ministry and other aspects of life in Canada
like Tim Horton’s. After some, actually lots, of procrastination, I eventually
applied and was accepted to the bible school. Then came the joy of visa
application, so I arrived a month late and there was no one here. (It was
Thanksgivingoops!) I write this in November and I can safely say that I’ve
fallen in love with Canada; the people, the countryside, West Edmonton Mall
and even the foreign currency! Community life with over forty people is
quite the experience! It’s definitely true – there’s no adventure like a journey with Jesus.
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Reflections
The Gift of
Brokenness

Knowledge Through
Experience

(God’s Transforming Grace)

Jenny Trolove

Ron Johnson
Thank you Lord, for the Gift of Brokenness.
In brokenness, pride gives way to humility.
In brokenness, we become genuine.
In brokenness, we are able to accept others as
friends, as family, as community.
In brokenness, we can offer and accept forgiveness.
In brokenness, faith flourishes.
In brokenness, we find our refuge in You.
In brokenness, we find the need to love.
In the brokenness of your Crucified Son, we see the
depth of your love for us.
Amen

From September Journal entry:
The handout given, (First Chapter of “the Commun
ion of Love” written by Matthew the Poor) on how to
read the Bible opened my eyes so much! I tended to
read Scripture very intellectually. However, I realized
understanding comes not from ‘knowing’ the Word,
but from hearing and OBEYING. It is in the obedi
ence that understanding comes. We will, like the early
Christians, evangelize more by living the Gospel (even
without understanding it) than by ‘knowing’ it. My
heart and ear has not been able to hear out of fear that
the Spirit may ask me to give up a loss I don’t want to
accept … a lack of submission I had never recognized
before. “Do not be afraid.” God only wants the best
for us. Understanding
will come, and through
experience, knowledge.

God’s Kingdom
Chase Richard
If we are not faithful in the little things then how can we be faithful in the big
things? We must realize that faith is a castle tower. We have to have our individual faith
in each stone block, and piece them together to finally build a great tower. If one block of
faith is weak then the whole tower loses strength and is more likely to crumble and fall.
If each individual piece is strong and is held together by the Holy Spirit acting as a paste
then the tower as a whole becomes stronger. If doubt is launched at our tower as a rock
from a catapult from the battle field which is the grounds below us, we need to know that
Jesus Christ is there to guard us from the onslaught of fear, doubt, lies, and sin but only
if we call on His name and ask Him to.
As the battle rages around us we need not only take a defensive stance but
invoke God the Father to strike down those that would hurt us and take pleasure
in our pain with His Word. If we look around us we will realize that we are only
a single tower and part of a much larger kingdom that stretches far past our own
horizon. The higher that our own tower is built the further our own horizon reaches. We will
notice that all the towers that are there, their’s and our’s, are transparent. None of them block the beauty of
the others. No matter how high we are built in the Lord we will never see the ends of His glorious kingdom.
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Poetry
Jouneying At JPII
Jenny Trolove

Faith and Trust
Chase Richard

Aotearoa, New Zealand
Is the land from which I came,
Following the lengthy thread
Of a seed not sewn in vain.
Gently He planted desire
A longing to renew,
My breath of life in Eden
a.k.a. Radway – John Paul II
I’d known almost nothing
Of where my feet would tread,
But “the happiest and hardest
Time of your life” it had been said
Within a day my family grew
To over fortythree,
And within the week God’s Spirit spoke
Allowing me to see:
“I did not create you to be destroyed
But to be fulfilled,
Inhale your every breath from Me,
The peace I’ve always willed.
I am proud of you my daughter
I love you as you are,
Invite Me in and sup with Me
I am your Guiding Star.
O Jesus to spend my days with You
Walking with my King,
A disciple fully alive in Christ
I bring my aim to Him.
And with humility and obedience
The paving stones of saintly ways,
Our homeward steps on this graced path
I dance in thanksgiving and praise.
12

God of wonders, God of power
Who are we standing by Your great tower
When the enemy comes, do we fear, do we cower
Or does Your grace come in a great shower
The only one we are meant to fear is You
Your judgment comes, but are we pure, are we true
Are we faithful enough to stand beside You?
Or do we run and hide like Adam, What do we do?
Peace of the nations is the day of reckoning
Joyously we gather around and begin singing
Smiles on our faces as we know what You are bringing
The love of Your Son is coming as bells start ringing
We bow down for we know we are not worthy enough
The journey that we have led has been tough
And our feet hurt for the road is rough
But we now know that enough is enough
You say lift your heads and witness my love
Your heart pours out in the shape of a dove
And our Father smiles down from heaven above
And we know we wear God as our faithful glove
He tells us not to fear and not to look back
And yet some doubt the God given fact
And look behind and fall down the voidless crack
Some feel they have been running an endless track
The crowd thins as God feels their lust
God weeps as many disappear into the dust
We wait on God, He has to say something, He must
Smiling He says “Welcome to My Kingdom for your trust”

Original

Lyrics

Song of the Shepherds
Rebecca Richmond
Verse 1
Christmas time, 2000 years ago
A little boy was born, that’s how the story goes
Not too far away
Were shepherds and their sheep and hay
Having a normal sort of night again
Until the sky pulsed with light
The angels came, lit up the night
Said “Go to Bethlehem to see the newborn babe”
He is God and He is man
The one who is to be the Lamb
Go go go go
Chorus
Why would God want the outcasts
To be the first to worship His son?
Why would He call the lowly,
The ignorant, the dumb
Why would He want people just like me?
Why would He?
Why would He?
Why would He?
Verse 2
So they went to see the boy
Felt their hearts overflow with joy
They were simple men
But this they could comprehend
That He was special
And the last became the first

You Know Me
Kimberly Gaudet
Verse 1
I don’t know you
But you know me
I keep running past
And you just want me to see
To take a look around
You’re everywhere
Why can’t I stop
And see you there?
Chorus:
‘Cuz I’m going too fast
I’m so distracted the world is my mask
My mind is crazy it never slows down
Yeah I need to stop and look around (x2)
Verse 2
So there you are
At the sound of my voice
You want me to think
And make the right choice
You’ve got more to offer
More than the world
You love me Jesus
I’m your kind of girl
Bridge:
And I see your face shining down on me
And I see your face searching my soul
And I see your face loving me always
And who you are I now know
2nd Chorus:
‘Cuz I’m gonna slow down
The world is gone, I’m under your crown
My mind knows that you’re the king
Yeah I need to live and with you sing (x2)
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Come Holy Spirit
Angela Krol

“Today I would like to cry out to all of you...and to all Christians! Open yourselves
docilely to the gifts of the Spirit! Accept gracefully and obediently the charisms the
Spirit never ceases to bestow on us!” Pope John Paul II, Pentecost 1998
“Thanks to the Charismatic Movement, a multitude of
Christians, men and women, young people and adults
have rediscovered Pentecost as a living reality in their
daily lives. I hope that the spirituality of Pentecost
will spread in the Church as a renewed incentive to
prayer, holiness, communion and proclamation.”
(From the homily of John Paul II, Saturday, May 29,
2004)
Welcome to the John Paul II Catholic Charismatic
Bible School. A strong component of our school is
walking with the Holy Spirit and accepting and seek
ing the charismatic gifts. We are Catholic to the core,

The gifts of the spirit are the first
installments of the glory of God’s
pledge of what is to come; an eter
nity of glory living within the glory
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
spending time daily in silent adoration of Jesus in the
holy Eucharist. Whenever we are blessed with a priest
we celebrate mass together. We pray the Liturgy of
the Hours each morning (previously known as the
Divine Office). We pray the Rosary and Divine
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Mercy Chaplet daily as well as study scripture and dif
ferent aspects of the Catholic faith in our classes. We
work together, pray together, laugh together, struggle
and stretch together. But here at the school we also
praise God together enthusiastically each day. We pray
with and for each other in the Spirit. Our prayer times,
especially Thursday evening prayer meetings resound
with charismatic praise.
The Lord wants us, His children, to be His body
now on earth. He wants us to be equipped to serve
Him while never forgetting that the aim of Christian
life is to love God and love one another. “Make love
your aim, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts.” (1
Cor 14:1) There are many gifts of the spirit that Christ
wants us to accept and experience. The gifts of the
spirit are the first installment of the glory of God’s
pledge of what is to come; an eternity of glory living
within the glory of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same
Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same
Lord; there are different workings but the same God
who produces all of them in everyone.

To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is
given for some benefit. To one is given through the
Spirit the expression of wisdom; to another the expres
sion of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to an

Christians. The gift of tongues is a Godgiven gift. We
speak and pray in unknown languages in order to build
up the Church through interpretation or to allow the
Spirit to bypass us and pray through our words to God
the Father at times when we simply do
not know quite what needs to be prayed
for. There are also many other teaching
gifts, service gifts, gifts to heal physical
or emotional problems and gift of
miracles.
There are so many gifts that God wants
to pour out on His people for the benefit
of His body here on earth. Every saint that I know of
lived their life with the Holy Spirit, constantly relying
on these gifts/charisms of the Holy Spirit. Even our
beloved John Paul II prayed with the gift of tongues,
was a prophet in many ways big and small, had the
knowledge and wisdom of the Holy Spirit, and operated
in many more of these Godgiven gifts. There are a
great variety of gifts. Some may sound ordinary, some
extraordinary but the reality is they are each amazing
and beautiful gifts of the same Holy Spirit. Come Holy
Spirit, come.

There is a great variety of gifts, some may
sound ordinary, some extraordinary but the
reality is they are each amazing and beau
tiful gifts of the same Holy Spirit.
other faith by the same Spirit; to another gifts of heal
ing by the one Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to an
other prophecy; to another discernment of spirits; to
another varieties of tongues; to another interpretation
of tongues. But one and the same Spirit produces all of
these, distributing them individually to each person as
he wishes. (1 Cor 12:111)
The Holy Spirit has many gifts He desires for us.
Each person cannot have all the gifts to the fullest
because we are all different parts of the same body.
We have different functions, each one having an
important role. These gifts enable us to function as the
strong body of Christ, His church on earth. We must
pray for the church and ourselves to receive many gifts
of the Spirit. We can also pray that Christ may
strengthen the gifts we already have so that we can
better serve Him. “Open yourselves docilely to the
gifts of the Spirit! Accept gracefully and obediently
the charisms that the Spirit never ceases to bestow on
us! Do not forget that every charism is given for the
common good, it is a the benefit of the whole Church.”
(Pope John Paul II)
During confirmation each one of us is filled with the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, gifts like wisdom,
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety,
fear of God. These are only some of the gifts that God
has bestowed on us. We each have to choose to use
these gifts and pray for an increase of the Holy Spirit
in our lives so that they will increase. Then more gifts
can be poured out upon those who are willing to
receive. There are many more gifts, like evangelism,
to communicate God’s truth to unbelievers, and
prophecy, to declare truth to the present moment in
order to strengthen, encourage and comfort all those
who hear. The gift of tongues can also be received by
those who ask, especially those who participate in a
baptism of the Holy Spirit. The baptism of the Holy
Spirit is a stirring and reawakening of the spirit within
a child of God, as all of us are. This is done through
the praise and prayers of any willing and devoted

A few sources for more information:
The Catholic Charismatic Center 
http://ccc.garg.com/
Vatican website www.vatican.va
Or call the school at (780)7363833

“For no one who speaks in a tongue speaks to
men, but to God, for no one understands him
but he utters mysteries in the Spirit.” (1
Corinthians 14:2)
St. Augustine said that singing in the spirit “is
to experience what ordinary words cannot com
municate  the song of the heart.” (also refer to
1 Cor 14:15)
“It is our conviction that the baptism in the Holy
Spirit, understood as a reawakening in Christ,
is an experience of the presence and action of
the Holy Spirit given in Christian initiation, and
manifested in a broad range of charisms, in
cluding those closely associated with the Catho
lic Charismatic Renewal, is part of the normal
Christian life.” (Catholic Bishops of the United
States in their document “Grace for the New
Springtime)
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Joanna Sodaro
age 18  Strathmore, AB
I was the last person I would ever imagine applying to come to Bible School. When I arrived I did not
have a clue what I was doing. Angry, selfish and completely comfortable with worldly pleasures of my
life at home, not many believed I would last here. Good thing God
never gives up on the weak spirited. My first surrender to Christ
happened on the tenth day of the program. This experience has
changed my life. Christ’s love opened up my eyes to what the world
really is. Don’t get me wrong, life is not peaches and cucumbers
just yet! I have a battle everyday to maintain my relationship with
God. The Eucharist is providing me such grace. It is amazing to
watch God work miracles in my life and in the lives of this commu
nity. Sometimes God lets us fall in order to show us that through
His strength we can survive anything. Sometimes you have to take
two steps backwards to get a running start on your leap of faith.
Jesus loves you.

Brett Blanchette
2nd year student/ Maintenance
Over and over
again God keeps
proving to me that
this Bible School is
truly an ‘oasis in
the desert.’ God
has shown me time
and time again that
He has a wonderful
plan for me and
that I have a pur
pose.
The desert for me
was my life before
Bible School. I was
a borderline alco
holic, sexually immoral, suicidal, and I loved to
party. I was so lost and so hurting. I was search
ing for something and/or someone to fill the emp
tiness inside me. I couldn’t find it in the life I was
living. I tried ending my life, ending my pain and
suffering but God kept putting roadblocks in my
way. God always gives us a way out, sometimes
we are just not willing to swallow our pride. Then
God gave me a choice. I visited the JPII Bible
School a few years ago and God laid it all out.
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Here was a place where I could begin healing and
begin to learn how to be truly happy, truly fulfilled,
and truly free, or I could go back to my life and
continue down the road of suffering and death. In
essence “God’s way or the highway”, I could turn
towards Him or away from Him. I turned towards
Him, went to Bible School for a year and have
stayed on another year to serve the new students.
For the first time in my life, I am fulfilled, I feel
loved and I feel I have a purpose. The peace I
have these days is truly heaven sent. God has also
blest me with a wonderful woman in my life, and
our relationship is so full of purity, respect, hon
our and love that it feels like someday my heart
will not be able to contain it. I am by no means
saying my life is all bliss and wonder. What I am
saying is that by answering God’s call I began to
experience true freedom, true happiness and true
love. I do not want the lies of the world, I want
the life and the truth that comes from the One who
created me and loves me beyond all measure. The
choice has been made, there is no looking back. I
have stepped over the line. I will not let up, back
up, give up or shut up. My focus is clear, my path
straight, my God reliable. I am a disciple becom
ing fully alive in Christ.

God’s Will of

Good Pleasure

André Rivet
Wow! Isn’t life exciting? After my conversion two
years ago at a LiveIn, I have been on a journey of
understanding. I started looking for everything that had
Jesus Christ in it. My wife and I started going to a
Bible study, retreats and an Alpha course. Early in my
journey Angela mentioned John Paul II Bible School
might be a place to go. So I looked into it and loved

We want to be a family
that honours God.
everything about it. My mindset at the time was:
“it’s not normal to leave a job and move with a
wife and two kids.” So I got it out of my head
and looked at different avenues to build a
strong spiritual foundation. A while later I
was praying over Scripture, when God really
told me  Radway. So the next step was ask
ing my wife what she thought about going
to Radway and to pray about it. With my
wife’s support and now three boys we pro
ceeded in figuring it all out. We had our
plans on how to pursue this, wait a year to
save more, and then quit my job, and sell
the house. We also had to fix the vehicle
so Angela could drive our five year old
to a special school program. The won
derful thing was God was in control. In
stead of waiting a year, I came this year,
registering a month before classes. We
rented out our house and found a won
derful home to rent in Radway. In
Radway there is an elementary school
and Isaiah only has eight kids in his
class which gives him the attention he
needs, and saving our vehicle. My work gave me a
year leave of absence. The greatest blessing is the sup
port from family, friends and community. The finan
cial support has been unbelievable from the family, the
Parish, Knights of Columbus and great christian friends.
But most important are all the answers to our prayers,
God is at work.
When I was first deciding to come I was afraid peo

ple would think it was selfish to change everything for
a year of discovery. I feel this year is for Angela and
our family. We want to be a family that honours God.
I knew John Paul II would be that place when the Di
rector Kilian O’Donovan gave the first class. He said
they are proud of the students that went out and en
tered religious life, or started programs in their com
munities, having godly families come out of the School.
This gives us a chance and a place to escape the
world, a haven where we can get a true foundation to
raise our family.

Below: back(left to right)
Andre Rivet (27),
Joseph (10 months)
Angela (27)
front: Samuel (3), Isaiah (5)
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Experiencing Rebirth
Through Birth

Heather Holtslag, JPII alumni class of 1999
Below: Heather Holtslag,
Michelle (new mother) and
baby Christine

No matter where you go, God is there. “If I take the
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts
of the sea, even there shall your hand lead me, and
your right hand shall hold me.” (Psalm 139: 910).
He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. This is
something I have come to appreciate on a deeper level
since arriving in Davao City, Philippines two months
ago.
Back in November 2004, I felt the Lord leading me
to pursue more postsecondary education, and at the
same time, put my life experiences to use in respond
ing to His call to “go, sell all you possess, and come
follow me”. For a few years previous, I had felt a
growing interest in learning more about midwifery
and how it could be
used to build a “cul
ture of life” through
education and ser
vice. At the end of
November I applied
and was accepted
as a student at
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Newlife International School of Midwifery (NISM),
and began my journey as a student and medical mis
sionary here on September 8, 2005.
In the words of Pope John Paul II, the Good News of
Jesus is the heart of our Christian life. Evangelization
concerns living, celebrating and sharing the wonder
ful things God has done in Jesus. We, as Christians,
are privileged to participate in God’s purposes of love
for His people and his world!
The Second Vatican Council sought to renew the
Church’s life and activity in the light of the needs of
the contemporary world. The Council emphasized
the Church’s “missionary nature,” basing it in a dy
namic way on the Trinitarian mission itself. The mis
sionary thrust therefore belongs to the very nature
of the Christian life, and is also the inspiration be
hind ecumenism: “that they may all be one...so that
the world may believe that you have sent me” (Jn
17:21).
The fact that Newlife International School of Mid
wifery offered the opportunity to advance my studies
while serving God’s people in an active way deeply
appealed to me. While searching out other mission

The missionary thrust
therefore belongs to the
very nature of the
Christian life study opportunities,
something I read on the
website for another mission really struck a chord with
me:
A pilgrim is a traveler on a spiritual journey. In
order to make room for God’s grace, the pilgrim trav
els to an unfamiliar place, where everything previously
given is pushed aside. Practicing meekness, humility
and patience, the pilgrim begins to cultivate the Beati
tudes within herself. She becomes a servant. The Mid
wife is a servant to women and their families, who are

graced with the gift of childbirth.
NISM is operated as an extension of their birthing
center, Mercy Maternity Center, which is the largest
charitybased birthing clinic in the Philippines serving
almost 20,000 patients annually (prenatal exams).
Families living in severe poverty conditions that can
not afford quality health care comprise our primary
target group. All of our services are free of charge. We
simply desire to show women God’s mercy and kind
ness in a practical way as Jesus teaches in scripture
“whatever you do to the least of my people, you do to
me”. The handson and deeply relational skill of mid
wifery is proven to be a powerful avenue to bring God’s
love to suffering people. Since 1996, more than 9000
babies have been born at Mercy Maternity Centre.
Jesus said in the parable of the talents that “Every
one to whom much is given, of him will much be re
quired; and to whom much has been entrusted, even
more will be demanded.” (Luke 12:48) I have been
given much in my life, and have been truly blessed in
many ways. My desire and goal in ministry is to effec
tively use the talents, time and treasures I have been
given to build up the Kingdom of God and to be a wit
ness, by the example of my life, of the love and mercy
of God the Father. My time here so far has been very
enlightening. I have learned much through my research
assignments, as well as through the example of charity
that I have in the missionary midwives who run NISM
and Mercy Maternity Centre. I have met and served
women who come from happy marriages, expecting
their first baby excitedly, and young women referred
to us from the centre for abused children, pregnant from
incest or rape, scared, poor, and alone. I have attended

25 births in the two months I have been here so far,
assisted handson at 7, and look forward to catching
babies in the next couple weeks. My heart is deeply
touched by the smiles and gratitude of the women who
come to our clinic to give birth, not only because it’s
much cheaper and a much nicer environment than the
hospital here, but also because they receive prayer here
at every prenatal visit, when they are admitted in la
bor, and again before they are discharged after giving
birth. For many of these women, it is their first experi
ence of having hands laid on them, a rare occasion that
someone stops and prays blessing on their lives. Here,
they receive care that reaches out to their whole per
son. I am so humbled and blessed that God has called
me here for this time.

All of our services are free of
charge. We simply desire to
show women God’s mercy
and kindness in a practical
way as Jesus teaches
NISM and Mercy Maternity Center are unique in that
they are selfsupported and funded by tuition fees of
the students enrolled there. The missionaries adminis
trating the clinic and school receive no salary or com
pensation from these fees. Therefore, knowing my tu
ition is helping serve impoverished families, enroll
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families in the Philippines during one of the
most intimate times of their lives, I invite you
to prayerfully consider joining my mission
through financial support. I also invite you
to seek the Lord about other ways He may
be calling you personally to make a differ
ence in your part of the world. “God is us
ing all of your experiences, both bad and
good, to develop your character to match
your calling. After all, dear friend, you
never know how God will use you until
you let Him.”

ment in
Newlife International
School of Midwifery is deeply fulfilling for
me as a student. I am here for three years, serving as a
missionary, under God’s providence. I was incredibly
blessed through friends and family, as well as my
church in Edmonton, who generously gave of their re
sources to take an active part in my mission this year.
My tuition/room & board costs $10,000 per year, and I
am still seeking funding for my second and third years
of mission work here. If you are interested in becom
ing involved in bringing hope and love to thousands of

To support Heather’s wonderful min
istry, donations can be made out to:
Heather Holtslag 
Philippines Mission Fund
17 Edward Way
St. Albert, AB T8N 6T4
Canada
For continuing updates on Heather’s ministry,
see her website at www.heatherfire33.com or
write to her at heatherfire33@yahoo.com

Kent Bosch
2nd year student / Men’s Dorm Coordinator
During my year at Bible School I learned and grew a lot. Now
being the Men’s dorm coordinator helps me to grow in respon
sibility and blesses me with a chance to witness the growth
and change in students. Living in community life helps me
to grow and to see things about myself through eyes that
count; and those eyes are God’s. Bible school for me is a
time and a chance to see the truth and to get set free from
the lies that are told in this world. My time in Bible School
taught me and helped me to grow in responsibility, self
discipline and love (the true/selfless/pure) kind. My
time here also helps me to walk on the right path, to
find myself, my identity, my purpose and to understand
the desires of my heart. We are all born in the image
and likeness of God.
Someone very special to me once said: “Through strug
gles, follow many beautiful blessings, through Jesus.”
I then learned that with every cross there is a crucifixion, but with Jesus we experience resurrection.
Bible School is a chance and a year to seek the truth and to grow in holiness. Holiness is a life long decision
followed by actions of love. Psalm 37:35
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Let
The
Lord
Know
Mark Mallett
Chantelle Morin
“The heart of this song is the name of Jesus, which those who spent time
contains the presence it signifies.” (Catechism of the working on this CD. In
Catholic Church) Simply by being in his presence, I Mark’s letter on the in
realize… I want to be like him.”
side cover he says that
 Mark Mallett
during the recording
I attended a concert Mark played at that was a process they had to stop
fundraiser for Hurricane Katrina relief. He performed at times because they
many of the songs on the Let The Lord Know album. I were moved to tears.
knew I absolutely needed to own this album, so my Now, many have been
mother agreed to purchase it for our family to enjoy. I brought to tears while listening to this CD. Jesus has
was so excited to listen to it… music inspires my soul truly been the inspiration for this treasure, and He
and strengthens my heart. After countless hours of lis breaks our chains while we listen to it and become
tening to this CD my mind, or perhaps my heart, has strengthened spiritually. Thank you Mark, Lea and your
been changed. I often retreat to my room during my crew for sharing your gifts with the world and allow
free time to journal and hum along to the prayers on ing God’s Holy Spirit to guide your work. God bless
this CD. For that is what this CD holds; it is a collec you on your mission.
tion of profound, inspiring, healing, touching and de MORE?
www.markmallett.com
votional melodies. It is not
too often that we can pop A Few Upcoming Concerts
in a CD and find ourselves January 13: Cardinal Newman School, Calgary, AB
in such a healing state of February 7: Retreat, St. Mary’s High School, Vegreville, AB (tentative)
February 10: Concert, Ascension Parish, Calgary, AB, 7:30 pm (tentative)
prayer.
February 25: Ecumenical Banquet, St. Mary’s Parish. Forestburg, AB, 6:00 pm
So I greatly applaud all

Janelle
livin’ for something
Michelle Gallant

There is something so very cool about going to
daily Mass and seeing Janelle Reinhart there with
her son. Most of us aren’t able to see our favorite
artist in a more
personal light, but
as students at JPII,
we are lucky to
have that chance.
I remember
when I first heard
Janelle’s song
called ‘New Day’,
I was struck by the
uplifting message

of the song. Her entire debut album was a very
positive disc. After three years, Janelle has once
again released an amazing album, ‘livin’ for some
thing.’ Her songs are full of hope, joy and faith.
This is the CD for any mood. If you’re feeling
down, it’ll lift you up. If you’re already in a good
mood, it will lift you higher. This time around the
songs have a slightly rockier edge than her earlier
sound, but the quality has not changed. All the
songs give glory to God. Janelle is an extremely
talented Christian artist, and I would recommend
this album to anyone. Two thumbs up!
WANT MORE?

www.janelle.cc
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Pope Benedict XVI

& World Youth Days, 2005
Joelle Czuy and Chantelle Morin
This summer in Cologne, Germany over one
million youth attended the awesome celebration –
World Youth Days. Over the years this event has
brought together countless young adults and people
of all ages to glorify the Father and strengthen their
Catholic faith.
World Youth Day was started by our beloved Pope
John Paul II and has been celebrated now for
twentytwo years. In August 2006, Germany was
the country chosen to host the 20th gathering of this
event.
John Paul II was an incredibly special leader who
had a natural flair for drawing the youth of the world
close to him and close to the Church. He did this to
spread the love of Christ Jesus to these young,
valued disciples. Having a zest and certain affection
for the youth, John Paul II recognized that this world
is a difficult place to grow up and hold securely to
the teachings of the Church. In this incredible
display of love, power, and unity, the youth of the
world in the Church truly became one body in
Christ. No rock concert, amusement park or per
forming act could draw the humungous crowds that
have come out to be spiritually inspired.
His first summer as Pope, Benedict XVI must have
felt honoured and truly blessed to serve as leader in
Cologne. A German himself, it must have been
overwhelming and exciting to have received all the
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love and support from the world’s youth in his home
nation. Being John Paul II’s successor, he must have
felt very anxious to participate in this celebration
which has always included John Paul II himself. As
the new Pope made his way around Marienfeld in
Cologne in his Pope mobile, the crowds roared and
chanted: Benedicto! Benedicto! Throughout the
evening vigil Pope Benedict appeared radiant, and
each time the cameras rested on his Holiness the
crowds clapped and cheered again. It was obvious
that everyone truly felt inspired as the warmth of
Christ’s love shone through this wonderful man.
Sunday morning there was a Papal Mass held at
this same location, where over a million youth had
spent the night sleeping on the cold ground. Every
one eagerly awaited the Pope’s message to the youth.
The Mass was lovely and the music traditional.
When it came time for the homily the moment of
anticipation was finally here. Speaking in various
languages, Pope Benedict delivered a gentle, com
forting message of hope to the world. He compared
the many pilgrims to the three wise men who had
gone searching for Christ while following the bright
star. He proclaimed that for our lives to be filled we
must follow Christ’s light and we will be showered
with graces and hope. The youth left Marienfeld
feeling spiritually recharged and hopeful because of
his message. Although many were disappointed by
John Paul II’s absence, Pope Benedict proved
to be a true guiding light and gracious
successor. So the tradition of World Youth
Day will remain long after John Paul II’s
death, just as his remem
brance. Pope Benedict has
received the torch and has
managed to keep it burning
brightly. In the future, Pope
Benedict will shower his
many gifts onto dark areas of
humanity. World Youth Day
is just one example of how
his spirit will work wonders
in not only the youth, but the
entire world.

Au Revoir Armand,
May Eternal Joy Be Yours
Martin Willms
I first saw Armand Demers during my Bible School
year. He came to mass every day with his wife Liane.
They were older, and as they went
up for communion, Liane was always
a little wobbly on her feet. I was fas
cinated with them, because the whole
time they were in line Armand would
be supporting her and helping her bal
ance with this beautiful, shy smile on
his face. To me, it seemed obvious
he was completely in love with his
wife and completely in love with
Jesus. I always thought that when I
got married, I wanted it to be a lot
like Armand and Liane’s marriage.

attack. He passed away in Liane’s arms as she told
him over and over that she loved him. Our director
Kilian had been able to bless him
with holy oil as well.
We miss him terribly. To me, he ex
emplified the Madonna House creed,
“Do little things well for the love of
God.” He did little things – lots of
them– that together added up to a life
of incredible accomplishment. He
was a gentle man who loved Jesus
with his whole heart. I’m in awe of
the faith and the goodness that was
in him.
God bless you, Armand

As time went on, I got to know both
of them better. They had moved from
Quebec in the 50’s to farm in Alberta.
In 1986, the third year of the Bible School, they took
the year off and became students here. They’ve been a
huge part of the Bible School community ever since,
with Armand putting untold hours of work into the farm
where the secondyear students and staff of the
Bible School live.
On October 25, 2005 Armand died
outside his home at Emmaus Place,
having suffered a massive heart
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May God grant you a holy and
joyful Christmas! God bless you.
From Your Friends at the John Paul II
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Bible School

