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The dreams
we share
today
O Lord
are only a
shadow of
Your dreams
for us
if we but

follow You
“Only a Shadow”
music & text by Carey Landry and NALR

www.jpii.net
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Director’s
Message
To our dear friends,
brothers and sisters in
Our Lord Jesus Christ:
I want first to thank you for
your continuing love and
generosity toward us. You are so united with us in
the work of our school. I just know the Holy Spirit
Himself is inspiring you. God bless you over and
over again for your sacrifice and your kindness.
There is nothing more exciting than to be in
my position and see what the Lord is doing. I feel
all we have to do is be faithful, and God Himself
will do the work that has to be done for the build
ing of His Kingdom. He brings the right people
with just the right gifts. When all are flowing in
their own gift, as is alloted by the Holy Spirit, none
are burdened, and the whole body is built up in
love. What a joy to be living in such an environ
ment.
When a year ago I first returned to this posi
tion as director, Bishop Luc indicated he desired a
greater involvement of the school in his own dio
cese of St. Paul. He went on wisely to advise me
to wait a year and get my feet wet first, after my
absence for so many years.

The Holy Spirit was indeed inspiring this wis
dom. Now our bishop is taking the lead and chal
lenging us to make a greater impact on the par
ishes of St. Paul. He wants us to set before the
people the witness of our young students, for
them to showcase what Jesus has done in their
lives, how He has healed them, how He has
transformed them.
We have already been asked by several
parishes to make a presentation on the work of
the Bible School on Sunday mornings. The stu
dents will accompany me and give glory to God
through their musical talents, with which they
are so richly blessed. As Bishop Luc put it, our
best product is our students; the more exposure
they receive, the better.
This new directive from our bishop thrills
us. We are excited to get up and get going. I feel
God is bringing to pass a word He gave us as
we gathered in prayer for staff orientation.
Jesus wants to do a new thing. He doesn’t want
us to look to the past. He wants us to listen to
His Holy Spirit and set out on a renewed jour
ney for all the people of God. Jesus is our Mas
ter, our Lord and our King.
We follow You, Lord, wherever You lead!

If you make my Word
your home,
you will know the Truth,
and the Truth
will make you free.
John 8:3132
Students share a ‘Kodak moment’ in the
classroom
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Christ has His
graces ready
Wow! I find that I am considering attaining things
that I never expected to have the courage to take.
I actually believe in my call to be a saint and that
Christ has the graces ready for me to try for it.
Right now I wish the earth’s days were more
like 26 hours long so I could sleep more and still share
fellowship with this community. I’ve found that pa
tience will be a challenge and a fortitude for me, but
what Jesus has told me thus far is that if I can extend
my patience by a minute or so, He will show me every
gift and joy He has placed in the lovely people here.
(And He’s proven it, too.)
The Spirit is here! Jesus is present! God is mov
ing the waters, and that is at once thrilling and daunt
ing. But where do I turn in my fears and my joy?
God! And since He seems to eminate from the very
walls, I am sustained in that comfort.
Other than that, the people are diverse, I am
so happy for the roommates God put with me, and I
wish I’d brought tank tops. Oh, and I may have been
complaining about 7:15 at chapel, but I’m up for walk
at 6:15 anyway, so I’ll save my grumbling rations ... I
love you all.
God keep you and lead you,
Cara Schaffrick

God had
different plans
I was planning on staying home and working one more
year before coming to JPII Bible School, but God had
different plans. I had a lot going for me at my work,
and farming with my parents.
I had to give it all up to come here but it was
worth the sacrifice for God. Already I am experienc
ing a joy and freedom I have never felt, and I am grow
ing in my personal relationship with Jesus.
Roland Koch

Life here is both
challenging and
amazing
My first week at Bible School has been challenging
and amazing.
I was longing for Catholic fellowship, some
one who didn’t look down on me because of my faith,
or be confused as to why I would choose to believe. I
found here something so amazing. The faith is so alive
here.
I have made so many friends already, and I can
have so much more with them because they can un
derstand why I believe, as they go through similar
experiences. I feel so at home already. I go to bed
and I’m at peace. It’s truly amazing  I didn’t know
life like this could exist, or how free it would make
me.
It has been challenging, too. On the first day, I
was reminded of an issue in my life that I haven’t
thought about in a long time that I thought I had moved
forward from. God was asking me to be open to shar
ing that, asking me to deal with that and I didn’t want
to. I’m still struggling with it, but I’m learning how
to say ‘yes’. New things challenge me also. I have
been challenged not to retreat within myself, but rather
to be more open. I have also been challenged by the
prayer meeting yesterday: some of the ways of pray
ing and praising were foreign to me and I take a while
to accept things like that. I wanted to leave, but God
challenged me to stay and be open to what might hap
pen.
All in all, I feel very blessed that God chose to
bring me here, and only now do I see how some of
the other things have happened in my life to prepare
me for this, so that I might get the most I can out of
being here.
Jeannette Brodner

We love to hear from you! However, if
we don’t have your current contact
information, we may lose touch.
Married recently? Moved? New phone
number? Please let us know.
Contact the office at admin@jpii.net or
7807363833
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Student Reflections
SHANNON DOLEN
Spirit River, AB

JEANNETTE
BRODNER
Dysart, SK

Many of my friends and
family doubted my de
cision to come to JPII
Bible School, but I have
found the reason  my
relationship with God
has grown stronger and
evermore beautiful!

ALICE DUPUIS
St. John, NB
The habit of prayer is
fundamental in this
school. The prayer
meetings are fabulous.
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My first week at Bible
School has been chal
lenging. I found here
something amazing:
faith is alive! I have
made many friends; I
can share so much with
them. I didn’t know life
could be like this. I feel
so free!

AMBER DRACH
Kamloops, BC

THERESA KRYWKO
Legal, AB

I am really looking for
ward to Prayer Journey
and being assigned to
music and o utreach
teams for evangeliza
tion. I also want so
much to learn about
God and my faith!

I wish to go to Bible
School to deepen my
faith and to become
much closer to God.

CARA
SCHAFFRICK
Legal, AB
Wow! I find that I am
considering attaining
things that I never ex
pected to have the cour
age for. I actually be
lieve in my call to be a
saint, that Jesus already
has the graces in store
for me! I’m ready to try
it.

Student Reflections
CORALEE GRILZ
St. Benedict, SK

FATIMA HUEZO
Edmonton, AB

My impression of Bible
School has been great.
I’m really glad I said,
YES! I just love all the
staff, they are so help
ful and loving. Just be
ing myself in this place
is truly awesome. I look
forward to all the heal
ing God has in store for
me this year.

The Bible School is very
refreshing & I’m always
aware of God’s pres
ence. I was scared at
first, wondering how
well I would be able to
adjust, but God gave me
the inner peace to trust
that only good would
come out of this year.

JENNIFER
KOUWENHOVEN
Fort St. John, BC
It was super duper
exciting to be living
with people who are
Catholic, who share the
same beliefs. My first
week was exciting,
scary & lots of fun.

GINA ZERR
Goodsoil, SK

GEORGE AYER
Sudbury, ON

I love the amount of
prayer that goes on in
this Bible School.
Praying together at
the prayer meeting
last night was just
awesome. I am look
ing forward to the line
up of teachers coming
this year and listening
to their stories of
God’s love.

Here at Bible School
God is teaching me not
to be anxious about the
future, but rather to
focus on the sacrament
of the present moment.
I thank God daily for
the new joys &
challenges.

ROLAND KOCH
Neilbur, SK
I enjoy spending time
with the people here,
even if they are
mostly girls!
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Student Reflections
JOAN HARTER
Park Falls, Wisconsin

JACINTA
BOURKE
Eaglesham, AB

I have been really look
ing forward to this year,
and I’m so glad I have
finally arrived. I can re
ally feel that God has a
lot He wants to do with
me here at Bible
School. I know it won’t
be easy; I’m not naive
about t hat. Growth
doesn’t come without
growing pains, and I’m
ready!

I am really enjoying
getting to know so
many new and dif
ferent people.

NICHOL McKENZIE
Radway, AB
Already I’m seeing that
this may turn out to be a
very intense year; a
wonderful time in my
life. I can sense God
working on some issues
in my heart, teaching me
that He blesses a hum
ble and obedient heart.

STACEY GILLAM
Stony Plain, AB
It was tough at first get
ting past the lifestyle
change in coming here,
but now I feel really at
home. I love the fact
that we have different
teachers every week.
The schedule is awe
some.
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KATHLEEN
BOSKILL
Saskatoon, SK
The st aff were very
friendly & welcoming,
which I really appreci
ated. The musical atmos
phere is absolutely won
derful, and I love it!
STEPHANIE LANGEVIN
Edmonton, AB
I am learning a lot
about myself through
other people, to be pa
tient with others, their
differences. I am one
of the older ones here
this year, so I hope I
can be an example &
be easily approached
by those just out of
high school.

ANTHONY
MACDONALD
Radway, AB
The testimonies and
witness of the staff
have given me a sense
of what is in store for
me in the months ahead.
I look forward to grow
ing stronger in spirit as
I allow the Lord to take
control of my life. I feel
I am where I am sup
posed to be right now.
STEFAN BEKOLAY
Cold Lake, AB
Christian community
is an integral part to
becoming stronger in
faith. This, I believe,
will be the greatest
asset in Bible School.
This, coupled with the
prayer life and unique
experiences, will more
than meet my expecta
tions.
MALLORY DONAHUE
St. John, NB

ANNE MARIE
THOM
Auckland,
New Zealand
Awesome! I love the op
portunity to spend time
with the Lord in prayer,
praise & worship, and
the Mass. The staff are
so helpful & friendly;
Christ centred.
I am amazed at the
strength and depth of faith
of the second year stu
dents. I want to become
like them. They have so
much vigour and youthful
enthusiasm.

LORALEE WILLIAMS
St. Paul, AB
I expect that Bible
School will not only
challenge me, but
will help me grow
and nurture my rela
tionship with God. I
am hoping to learn
what the Church has
to say on different is
sues. I want to grow
as a person.

I thank and praise
Jesus for dragging me
here kicking and
screaming, because
the most important
lesson He has taught
me so far is that I will
be happy living His
Will!

Keep your eyes open for a JPII Alumni & Friends

Refreshing Fire
conference coming in the new year!
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Expanding
the

Vision

Melinda Schenher
Associate Director
At the 20th Year Reunion, Jim Murphy, a well
loved speaker and evangelist, challenged Bible School
Alumni to be the leaven in the dough. The dawn of
the 23rd Year at John Paul II Bible School provides
opportunity to expand the vision of the being ‘Dis
ciples Fully Alive’. Thanks to the talents of our Staff
Members and Community Members, we have our
DVD Program Expanding the Vision up and running.
Expanding the Vision will offer to interested
persons an opportunity to be part of our pilot pro
gram to launch this new thing that the Lord is doing.
We have interest from alumni in Kitimat, Spruce
Grove, and Calgary. Our aim is to have 20 people
hosting small cell groups of 5  8 people in their homes
once a week. The teachings that you receive on DVD
would be part of an evening of fellowship, prayerful
watching of the DVD and thanksgiving to God for
the work he is doing in your midst.
Is this limited to alumni? Not at all! Any one
who is willing to meet and share the DVDs are in
vited to contact Melinda
by email
melinda_schenher@jpii.net or call her at the school
7807363833.

Courses Open to the Public:
Prayer Ministry
Alanet & Murdo MacKinnon
Nov. 13 – 17
Seven Deadly Sins
Alanet & Murdo MacKinnon
Nov. 20 – 24
Book of Wisdom
Anthony Shann
Nov. 27 – Dec.1 Biblical Timeline
Martin Willms
Dec. 4 – 6 (a.m.) Epistle to the Romans
Bishop Luc Bouchard
Dec. 4 – 7 (p.m.) Theology of the Body
Wade St. Onge
Dec. 11 – 15
Drama
Andy Tahn
Call 7807363833 to register with the office!
Nov. 6 – 10
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FUNDRAISING
Julien Bilodeau,
Director of Development
As always JPII has to continue to depend on the
generosity of its benefactors to balance its budget
each year. GOD has blessed us abundantly and we
thank him and all those people who have given so
generously.
This year is different. The requirements of the
school are not only operational, but now the need
to raise additional funds for capital expenditure
demands that we accelerate our search for funds.
As such, we have undertaken to creatively offer
ways that contributions can be provided by indi
viduals who do not have the means to give a large
amount at once.
With the help of the Husky Energy Commu
nity Rebate program, Husky or Mohawk will re
bate 2% of your retail purchase toward our fund
raising coffers by simply presenting the JPII Husky
card every time you make a purchase. If you pur
chase $200.00 of fuel a month and present your
rebate card, $4.00 will be added to our fund rais
ing efforts. Simple, yet it can be very effective. To
find out more, call Julien Bilodeau at the JPII
School and he will help you get started. My hope
is to get 4000 of these cards in the hands of our
benefactors by the end of this year. Your contribu
tion will help us to maintain and refurbish our
kitchen. May GOD Bless you abundantly .
For more information, contact Julien by email
julien_bilodeau@jpii.net or call him at the school,
7807363833
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