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Welcome Class of 2008-2009

Director’s Message
Kilian O’Donovan, Director of JP II Bible School

To all faithful readers of the Good News Messenger:
Did you know that this is our 25 year, a year of special celebration for the Bible School?
Only God knows all the good that has been done in that time. I sometimes think God keeps it hidden from our eyes so
that we don’t let pride take over, still I feel we can legitimately rejoice over what God has accomplished through our
students: and most especially through you our supporters. Without your constant financial support none of this would
be possible. I want to give you a few statistics so as to give you some idea of our accomplishments in the Lord. More
than a 1000 young people have graduated from John Paul II. In the last 8 years we have conducted more than 780
retreats in schools all over Western Canada, and 52,370 persons attended. I’m sure if we had accurate statistics going
back to our beginning in 1984 the number of retreatants could more than double. Praise be to God for all that has been
accomplished for His Glory!
th

I am happy to announce that we will be celebrating our 25 Year Reunion next July 30 – August 2 , 2009. Please mark
these dates on your calendar. Watch for a postcard in the mail and check the website in November to register. We are
also looking for volunteers to assist in the planning and facilitating of this event. Jim Murphy and Mark Mallett have
accepted to come and participate with us. I am looking forward to hearing from you.
th

Kilian O’Donovan
Director
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Welcome New Staff
Thank God for Father Clair
Watrin

New Assistant Director
by Kilian O’Donovan

by Kilian O’Donovan
It has been a blessing from God to now have a full time
Chaplain – Father Clair Watrin. He is a very gifted
preacher and spiritual director. Also, he celebrates
Mass with us daily. Father served in St. Lucia for 15
years. He then transferred to Bruno for the past year.
Father is well known in Alberta as the founder of the
Live-In Movement.

The Bible School now has a new Assistant Director,
Maureen Stankievech. She is originally from P.E.I.. She
attended the Bible School as a student in 2004-2005
after having lost her husband, Brian, in an auto accident
in 2002. Upon leaving Bible School she did 2 months
volunteering as a relief worker in Biloxi, Mississippi
after Katrina devastated the Gulf coast. For the last two
years she served at The Way of Holiness Retreat House.
During that time, Maureen and her 3 sisters did a
mission in the Dominican Republic with the Angels In
The Workshop Society —
based in Sherwood Park. In Feb 2008, she went on a
mission with Renewal Ministries to Istanbul, Turkey.
On her trip in June to the
International Eucharistic
Congress, she met up with
Debbie Mitchell at the
JPII booth and Debbie
asked her to apply for the
associated director ’s
position. In July, I set up
an interview with
Maureen and we are
delighted to have her as
part of John Paul II staff.

Father Clair Watrin, founder of
Live-in Movement

Maureen Stankievech,
Assistant Director
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July 30-August 2, 2009
Radway Agricentre
Radway, Alberta
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«
Alumni

«
Prayer

«
Celebrate!

«
Teachers

«
Teaching

«
Retreat

«
Families

«
Community

«
Renew

«
Friends

«
Evangelization

«
Refresh

Be sure to book
your summer
vacation early.
You won’t want
to miss this
weekend!

Registration forms available November 1, 2008 at: www.jpii.net
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Where Are
They Now?
Year 21 student Eric Welwood, 2004-2005 returned to John Paul II Bible School for a visit this week.
What were his feelings as he drove up to the building? He immediately thought of
all the friends he had made here. He remembered the laughter, joy and family type
atmosphere. He remembered it being a whole year of celebration. “Learning so
much about myself through prayer journey and how a deeper relationship with Jesus
could bring healing into the brokenness in my life. This was life changing for me.”
said Eric.
Where is he now? Ottawa, Ontario C.C.O. Catholic Christian Outreach National
Headquarters.

“This was
life
changing
for me.”

What is he doing? Finance team leader.
What does C.C.O. do? “We are a young and dynamic movement of university students and lay missionaries present
on university campuses across Canada. Everyday on university campuses we proclaim the message of Jesus in a
clear and simple way with a constant emphasis on building leaders for the renewal of our world.”
Eric is here in the west visiting all the people who have supported him this past year. He will be in Innisfail holding
an appreciation pot luck for his friends.
by Debbie Mitchell

For more information about
Catholc Christian Outreach,
visit their website at:
www.cco.ca
or contact:
CCO Head Office
1247 Kilborn Place
Ottawa, ON K1H 6K9
Canada
Phone: 613.736.1999
Fax: 613.736.1800
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Year 21 alumni, Eric Welwood, enjoys driving
the ATV around JPII grounds

Our Teachers
Beverly Hadland once again graced our School with her message on Christian Purity.
This year however there was a difference – Bev is now happily married to Keith Turner.
She always said she believed in long friendships and short engagements. God gave her
her hearts desire.
Bev has also produced her latest book called “How to find Authentic Love”. It can be
ordered from the website: www.straight-talk.com.

Dr. Robert Stackpole blessed us with his presence during our open house weekend
September 12-13 with two presentations. On the Friday evening he spoke to us about
the mysticism to be found in the works of C.S. Lewis (The Narnia Tales). Then on
Saturday morning he taught us about the Life of Sr. Faustina; also the apparitions of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and His message of love and mercy for the world. He also spoke
to the student body about Redeemer Pacific College situated on the west coast. This
would be an ideal Catholic college for our students after Graduation from John Paul II.
Dr. Stackpole can be reached at e-mail admissions@rpcollege.bc.ca or phone 1-877477-7212. They have a website: www.rpcollege.bc.ca

John Connelly was teaching Sept. 22-26 on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Anyone who
knows John knows his enthusiasm for the things of God. John now lives with his family
in Burns Lake, BC. From there he continues his ministry of Evangelization.
He can be reached for ministry at:
John Connelly
Site 11, Comp 31, RR#2
Burns Lake, BC J0J 1E2
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First Week of Bible School
This has been a very
important week in my
life, one that God
intended for me so long
ago. I rejoice that I am
here now and thank Him
for His heavenly love
and understanding. He
has been so gracious to
me, through the
acceptance to attend
here and the wonderful
staff that are doing His work here for all of us.
The Masses have held a very special part of my life
here. For the gift of being drawn into His crucifixion,
the pain, the complete love that He sacrificed for us was
emotional for me. However with much prayer His
grace has allowed me to see the great gift of the reality
of His presence in the Eucharist for each one receiving.
Marilyn Abrahamson
Edmonton, AB

I think that this first week
has been absolutely
FABULOUS! I had a
really rough start, but
pretty much since then
it’s been great. All of the
talks have been really
interesting. I also never
thought that we would all
bond this fast.
My favourite part of all has been the Praise and Worship.
Between Prayer meetings and ‘jamming’ sessions with
‘the band’, I’ve really grown closer to Jesus and to my
classmates. I thought that it might be difficult rooming
with 3 of us girls, but it worked out really well. We’ve
bonded faster that I think anyone would have thought. I
find myself telling them a lot of things about myself.
Becka, Nicki and I all agreed the other night that we
would all be sisters by the end of this. I look very much
forward to that. I’m also looking forward to Prayer
Journey. I’ve never really experienced something like
that. I also look forward to giving my testimony.
Erin Stewart
St. Albert, AB

This first week of
Bible School has
turned out to be
more than I ever
would have
imagined it to be.
The people I have
met, the staff and
students are such a
rare find and I am so
thankful that God
has brought them
into my life by drawing me to this Holy place. It is
impossible for me to pick out one aspect about this place
that completely astounds me because everything about
John Paul II, from the chores to the prayer life has
already accomplished that. Words have already fallen
short of how wonderful and awe inspiring this place is.
Paul Lee Wah
Gibbons, AB
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The first week of Bible
School has been probably
one of the best weeks I
have had in a very long
time. We are all getting
along very well.
This week has filled me
with joy, a sense of safety
and many friends. Good
friends who have the
same faith and same
interests as I do. This is only the beginning; it is going to
be a great year.
David LaFrance
Hinton, BC

First Week of Bible School
I’ve really enjoyed the
experience so far. I was
especially happy hearing
that Fr. Clair was here.
Yes I agree it is very
challenging and hard to
get used to at first, but I
know the experience will
be very rewarding.
Already this week I have
noticed that my fellow
classmates are so
musically talented. Music is something that I love to do.
I find it rewarding and refreshing to experience music on
a different level where I don’t have to do it all the time,
instead I more just enjoy it. I can tell already that I am
going to make great friends here and I can’t wait to have
a better relationship with Jesus.
Rebecca Bilodeau
Glendon, AB

I am excited to be
attending here as a
student — even if I am a
senior citizen.
The first day I attended a
class, I felt a little out of
place as it has been along
time since I was in a class
setting.
I enjoyed
Kilian’s talk and found it
inspiring.
Before this I had thought about coming here only part
time. After I heard Kilian and Maureen’s talk, it made
me want more knowledge about Jesus and the
Church.I find Father Clair very inspiring. I find
everyone that gave a talk touching me in a special way
and making me to want to learn more and to grow in
my relationship with the Lord.
Dolores Holleufer
Terrace, BC

This place can only be
described as heaven.
The week is not even
over, yet already I love
each and every class
mate very dearly. In
short, we are a family.

I am still getting used to
being here. I am trying
hard to fit in and follow
the rules as best as I can.
I’ve never gone to
Church every day so that
will take me awhile.

I may be shy and
somewhat struggling at
times, but the greatest
moments I have had have
been our Prayer Meetings where we sing as loud as we
can so that all the world may hear us and when I am
simply having a conversation or group activity with
them. Times like these I cherish most, for I have learned
that to be secluded and alone is one of the worst fates of
existence that can befall a person.

The staff has been really great so far and same with the
students. It’s pretty cool that we have older students
here. I hope that I’m able to do even better in the
following months.

Jonathan Anctil
Aldergrove, BC

Jordan Thompson
Sherwood Park, AB

I usually don’t sing with
people that I don’t know
very well but last night I
finally wanted to sing. I
was really comfortable in doing so.
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First Week of Bible School
This first week has definitely been more than I ever could have asked for or
imagined possible. Community living is a whole new experience for me one that I
have wanted to do for a long time. The love of Jesus is so present in this place; in
the staff, the daily Worship, the Mass and in everything we do as a community. I
am glad that the point to this year was clearly stated at the beginning: to bring us
into a loving relationship with the person of Christ Jesus, to get to know the person
of Jesus. That is what I hope to get out of this year.
The talks have so far been wonderful. I find all the speakers to be well prepared,
knowledgeable on their subject of teaching and most importantly in love with Jesus
and open to His Holy Spirit. To me the talks given here and the growth being
instilled into me by the staff is different than any secular teaching or advice, in two
main ways: one, they are not just sincere, but also genuine. All the speakers have shown true love and knowledge
from experience and what is being taught is actually true and important in regards to spiritual growth. Secondly, I
have come here to prove to my heart that God and living in heaven with Him is what truly matters. Many back at
home have told me that this year is a step backward in my life; maybe it is. But what good is it to gain the whole
world in this life but lose my soul? God bless.
Thomas Llewellyn
Calgary, AB

So far I’ve had mixed feelings about being at Bible School. At first I was really
nervous because I wasn’t sure what to expect. The second day was easier and I
found myself beginning to feel more comfortable with myself and with my class
mates. I found that I really look forward to going to daily Mass. Fr. Clair is
incredible to listen to. I also love having Praise and Worship every morning before
class. It really helps me get into a prayerful mood that helps me listen to the person
that is teaching us. Today I did have a little bit of a hard time with the attractions
talk. I’m sure it is normal to feel strange having restrictions placed on us. But I
know it’s for the best. I really enjoyed the Prayer Meeting last night. I felt God
there and it made me feel so at peace. I’m really looking forward to next weeks
Purity talks. Also I love that we pray the Rosary together after dinner everyday.
I’m looking forward to what God has in store for my year here.
Nicolette Howe
Quesnel, BC

Orientation week has been interesting. I sense a real community building – a
community where all belong. Student expectations are clear, concise and well
explained. The food is delicious. The Prayer Meeting was a wonderful experience,
a great Praise and Worship.
The “attractions” talk was a very relevant topic – especially for students coming
out of high school. Drawing from my memories, this talk would have been nice to
hear. It was open and honest, quite encouraging. The staff are welcoming and
personable, and good role models for all! The Rosary after supper is my favourite
thing.
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Olivia Wong
Edmonton, AB

Scavenger Hunt

X marks the spot

Teeny Tiny

He Shoots, He Scores

Do exactly what the sign says

I can’t believe we all fit in

Reflection
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Scavenger Hunt
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Use bodies to spell out something

We’re Flying

Tea Party

How the west was won!

Rock Band!

X marks the spot

Wine Tasting Evening
FUNDRAISER
Featuring

Wine Basics Course

Live and Silent Auctions

Auction Items include:
*
Robert Bateman Print

*
Set of 4 Winter Tires

*
Limited Edition Don Cherry Blazer ensemble
*
Peter Thompson ORIGINAL Watercolour Painting
*
Advertising Space in the Western Catholic Reporter
*
Lewis Lavoie Print “Wildlife Ark”

*
1 Week P.E.I. log cabin lodging

Friday, October 24, 2008

7:00 p.m. - Midnight

St. Albert Parish Hall
(Church on the Hill) 7 St. Vital Avenue, St. Albert, AB
00

Tickets Going Fast!

$40. per person

Only 150 Available!

John Paul II Bible School
For more information, call (780) 736-3833.

Come One, Come All!
Don’t Delay call us today for your ticket. Only 150 printed.
Calling all Alumni: If you can support us in the silent or live auction, we would greatly
appreciate it. Today it is costly to operate such a facility as ours and with news just today of
our computer system being on it’s last leg, we petition you. Realistically, we are looking at
between $7,500. and $15,000. to get a full system in place with the bare minimum for back
ups and licensing.
00

00

Any donation in forms of goods, services or cash donations would be greatly appreciated.
What can your business donate for us. We will issue Charitable Tax Donation Receipts.
Contact Debbie at 780-736-3833 or debbie@jpii.net with any questions or concerns.
See you there October 24 . It will be a fun, entertaining evening, to say the least.
th
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Open House

Miss Joan and Alumni Marge Kluthe reminisce

Marilyn and Ann welcome quests

Speaker Dr. Robert Stackpole and student Erin
take time to chat

Time to visit

Loretta and former staff members Julian and
Wendy
12

Coffee Break

JOHN PAUL II BIBLE SCHOOL
“ Disciples Full y Alive
In Christ Jesus”

Administrative Office
Box 99, Radway, Alberta, T0A 2V0
Tel: (780) 736-3833 Fax: (780) 736-2143
www.jpii.net
admin@jpii.net

Application For Admission
Name _________________________________________________ Telephone (_____) ______________
Address _______________________________________________Postal/Zip Code________________
City, Prov./State _______________________________________ Date of Birth (y/m/d)_____________
Age _______ Religious Affiliation__________________________ S.I.N.#________________________
Email address:_______________________________________________________________________
Name of Local Catholic Diocese: _____________________ Name of Bishop: ____________________
Male F Female F

Status: Single F Married F Separated F Divorced F Widowed

Children living with you? Yes F No F Ages: ____________________________________________
Education: High School Attended: ______________________________ Grade Completed: ___________
College/University: ________________________________ Degree Received: ___________
Types of studies pursued at University or Vocational Institute:
1 Have you been active in any Church activities and if so, please describe them:

2. Do you have any health problems (physical, psychological, emotional)? Yes F No F If yes, please
describe.

3. Do you presently have an alcohol or drug related problem? Yes F No F If yes, please describe.

4. Are you taking medication or prescription drugs? Yes F No F If yes, please describe.
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5. How do you intend to pay for your tuition at the Bible School? Be specific. (Please understand that the
Bible School is not in a position to finance your tuition. Our help consists in offering advice in fund raising
activities and letters of solicitation. Tuition fees are as follows: Resident ial - $6400, Non-residential $4180. International students are required to pay in Canadian funds.)

6. On separate paper, tell us about yourself in essay form. Answer each category listed below separately.
a. Family background (one full page). Include size of family and your life in the family.
b. What are your three greatest strengths and three significant weaknesses?
c. How do you spend your free/personal time?
d. Why do you wish to come to Bible School?
e. What do you expect from Bible School?
f. What do you currently plan to do when your studies at the Bible School are over?
g. Give details of past employment (last two employers), if applicable. Give employer name, address,
telephone number, supervisors name, position held and dates of employment (resumes okay)
7. Three confidential references are required. One from your Parish priest or pastor, one from a
Prayer/Youth Group leader and another person not related to you. You are responsible to provide reference
forms to them. They are to be mailed directly to us.
8. The following are required for your application to be complete. Applications will not be processed until
all pertinent information is received. To fac ilitate the proper handling of your application, we would
encourage you to submit your documents no later than August 15 for the upcoming school year.
a) A completed application form, including essay.
b) $50.00 non-refundable application fee.
c) A certificate/medical evaluation from your family physician stating your medical, mental and
emotional ability to be a student. Include all pertinent information.
d) Proof of valid medical insurance.
e) A wallet size photo of yourself – as recent as possible please, place below under signature.
f) Reference letters received from the persons directly.
I declare my openness to serve Jesus in my life and I commit to entering into the life of the School.
I hereby apply to become a student at John Paul II Bible School.
Signature____________________________________________________Date _____________________

Place Photo Here
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Please return your completed application form to:
The Director
John Paul II Bible School
Box 99, Radway, Alberta, Canada
T0A 2V0

He was There
by Nikki Howe
For your very first breath,
He was there.
When you cried your first cry,
He was there.
From your very first step,
He was there.
When you got your first bruise,
He was there.
When you lost a loved one,
He was there.
Your first broken heart,
He was there.
Your first real love,
He was there.
Your wedding day,
He’ll be there.
The day you die,
He’ll be there.
He never leaves you no matter how far you stray. He’s there guiding
your steps, every step of the way.
Thank them every day, for the skies of blue. And remember to always
pray, because Christ died for you!!

Advent Calendar

2008

Presenting
a
Calendar
for
Advent 2008

a joint fund raising project
of
The Knights of Columbus
and
John Paul II Bible School

Help keep the
focus on Christ
this Advent season.

This calendar was designed to help bring the focus back onto the true
meaning of this time of hope - to prepare for the coming of our Saviour,
Lord Jesus.
Each 11" x 17" calendar is printed on high-gloss card stock, to help bring out
the vivid appearance of the brilliant, colourful illustrations.
Order the 2008 Advent Calendar
The calendar is filled with activities to help you and your family reflect on
the true meaning of the Advent Season.
Cost is only $5.00 per Calendar.
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2008 - 2009 Staff
1984

2009

FRONT ROW:

BACK ROW:

Ken Rolfes- Finance and Maintenance
Curtis Arvay- Male Dorm Coordinator
Catherine Jeanson (Cat)- Music & Drama
Coordinator

Loretta O’Donovan- Prayer Journey Coordinator
Debbie Mitchell- Director of Development & Office
Manager
Karen Beloin- Assistant Cook
Lise-Anne Amyotte- Head Cook
Anthony MacDonald- Special Projects

MIDDLE ROW:

Kilian O’Donovan –Director
Naquita Williams- Female Dorm Coordinator
Lenore Fester- Bookkeeper & Secretary
Maureen Stankievech- Assistant Director
Joan Perrott- Outreach & Kitchen Coordinator

780.736.3833

MISSING:

Father Clair Watrin – Chaplin
Lynn Cristini- Prayer Journey
Cecile Gratton- Prayer Journey

www.jpii.net

admin@jpii.net

