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Imparting of Blessing to Outreach Teams

Director’s Message
Kilian O’Donovan, Director of JP II Bible School

Dear Brothers &
Sisters in Our Lord
Jesus:
We have the smallest class in 25 years, 5 men
and 4 women; as well as two part-time students,
Olivia Wong and Dolores Holleufer. Nineteen
persons have showed an interest in attending
next year. I have always felt that this is God’s
school and He makes the decisions as to who
is to come here. This year’s students are a very
talented group and have an intense love for God.
They are looking forward to sharing this with
youth all across western Canada.
Normally we have 25 plus students, which
means higher income from our tuition fees. If
you do the math ($6,400.00 per student) you
can see why we are having our financial difficulties this year. To help improve our finances
and keep the school solvent, Debbie Mitchell
is personally telephoning each of our alumni
and asking for a one time donation of $100.00.
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Thank you to those of you who have given so generously. If that is
not possible, could you commit to a smaller amount per month?
Just imagine 714 alumni donating $10.00 per month equals
$7,140.00 or $85,680.00 per year. If you can donate more it would
be greatly appreciated. Visit our website @ www. jpii.net to make
your donation by Pay Pal.
I know you love the school and all it has meant to you. When you
bless us with your contribution I know God will return the blessing
a hundred fold. Please don’t wait, send your blessing today.
This can be a reality if all of us follow through on this small commitment. Remember the words of our Lord, “even a cup of water
given in my name will not be forgotten”.

HELP WANTED
John Paul II Bible School

COOK:
-prepare 2 meals/day and special function meals
-minimum 2 yrs. experience cooking for large
group
-F/T employment
-preferred certified cooking course
-preferred alumni JPII
ASSISTANT COOK:
-assist with food preparation
-F/T employment
-preferred alumni JPII
WOMEN’S DORM COORDINATOR:
-F/T, live in position
-good organizational & communication skills
-preferred alumni JPII
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
&OFFICE MANAGER
-good organizational stills
-responsible for fundraising
-must have experience re: grant applications,
fundraising
-good personal relations skills
-experience in giving presentations
-preferred alumni JPII
DRAMA & MUSIC COORDINATOR
-ability to lead praise & worship
-liturgical music for Mass
-instruct students in skits and drama
-preferred alumni JPII

For complete job description call
780-736-3833
or
email
admin@jpii.net
Deadline: July 1, 2009. Interested
persons may submit resume and 2
references to:
Kilian O’Donovan,
Director
admin@jpii.net
fax 780-736-2143
or mail to:
John Paul II Bible School
Box 99, Radway, AB.
T0A 2V0
Positions to commence
August 24, 2009
and end June 2010
We thank all applicants in
advance, but only those
selected for an interview will be
notified.

A Mother’s
Perspective
I

hope that all of my seven children attend John Paul II
Bible School. Two have done so. John Paul II, now in
its 25th year is necessary for our Church. It evangelizes
youth at a time when they are developmentally able to
form a deeper more meaningful relationship with Jesus.
Young people need answers to deep questions at this
stage. Who am I? Why was I born? What’s the meaning
and purpose of life? What should I do with my life? Is
there something worth while out there that I can devote
my entire life to? We know some of the answers that our
secular culture offers them: You are whoever you want to
be just pick someone you admire for their success, clothes,
money, friends, lifestyle and imitate that. Your purpose
in life is all about you and getting what you want and you
should spend your life doing that.
Two Popes called our culture a ‘culture of death’
and a ‘dictatorship of relativism’. Two forms of a kind of
cancer existing in today’s culture which attacks our souls
with the intention of destroying them. To keep our babies
from contracting some diseases we vaccinate them. There
is no proven vaccine to ward off physically contracting
cancer in our bodies but Jesus has provided a spiritual
vaccine with which we can inoculate our souls, namely
the Eucharist – for spiritual cancer in our souls it is also
our chemotherapy, adoration of the Eucharist – radiation
therapy.
As parents we need to innoculate our children from
the elements of our culture that seeks to destroy them.
We would be failing in our duty if we didn’t. It is our
duty to introduce our children to Jesus and if we can’t do
so, get someone else who can. Love begins with a personal encounter. We need to bring our kids into that encounter. John Paul II is one of the ways we can do this.
We can’t love someone till we’ve met them personally.
That personal encounter, if we’re open, gives them the
opportunity to make an impact on our life.
Through daily Mass, prayer and service youth begin
to open up to God and reap benefits for their souls. One
can receive the Sacraments but without our openness benefits are lost. The Sacraments need our co-operation. They
are not magic potions. John Paul II helps engender in
youth a willingness to co-operate with God. To give God
a chance to answer those deep questions of youth.

Who am I? I am a child of God born to love and serve
Him in service to others. The real truth is that a life lived
with Jesus is the adventure of a lifetime where one can
find that worthwhile cause to which one can devote one’s
life, for in the words of Pope Benedict XVI there is ‘nothing more beautiful’.
by Katherine Lee Wah

Fundraising Appeal
by Ken Rolfes

I

n the fall of 2007, my wife and I returned to Radway after
sixteen years. We had been students in 1986-1987. It was
good to be back and be a part of the school again. In many
ways JPII has remained the same and in other ways the school
has grown and improved. I was hired in 2007 to do maintenance and property management. In 2008, the budget was added
to my duties.
The school has generally managed quite well financially due
to enrolments and generous benefactors. However, this year,
enrolment was drastically down and finances suffered. By the
grace of God, we skimmed through thus far, but to finish the
present year we are in desperate need of financial assistance.
The school has been spiritually blessed by having a live in
spiritual director, Father Clair Watrin, whose daily homilies
add so much to our lives. The school is a beacon of light in a
spiritually dark world. We hope and pray that you can financially support the school. It can be your way of bringing the
Gospel to others.

JPII Alumni Ken & Georgette Rolfes
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John Paul II Bible School
Cordially Invites You...
your family and friends, to attend our annual
Coffee House and Graduation Ceremonies.

~Coffee House~
Saturday, June 6, 2009
7:30 pm

Radway Agri-Centre

Graduation Ceremonies
Sunday, June 7, 2009
Radway Agri-Centre

Gathering ..................................12:30 p.m.
Praise and Worship .....................1:00 p.m.
Mass of Thanksgiving .................1:30 p.m.
Diploma Presentations ...............3:00 p.m.
Dinner and Fellowship to Follow
Banquet Fees: $12/ Person, $40/ Family
Please RSVP via email admin@jpii.net
or phone 780-736-3833.

John Paul II Bible School
PO Box 99
Radway, AB T0A 2V0
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Tel: (780) 736-3833
Fax: (780) 736-2143
Email: admin@jpii.net

Holy Week Reflections
“How can I make a return for all
the goodness God has shown?”
Do as He says! (Thy will be
done!)

T

his Holy Week Retreat has
been very special. It has been
filled with unforgettable memories, experiences, and insights.
For me, it was a time to slow
down, set priorities straight, and
spend lots of time in prayer. My
understanding and appreciation of the “sorrowful passion of
Jesus” has increased. The community events, prayers and videos helped me to think deeply and focus on the meaning and
depth of Jesus’ death on the cross. This retreat has definitely
left a lasting mark on how I understand the Triduum.
Fasting from food, from the ‘things of the world’, and from
talking helped me to enter into a spirit of sacrifice that allowed
me to prepare for Easter in a way I’ve never experienced before. (I can’t remember the last time I was so excited for Easter Sunday! Also, I actually felt like I was going through a
time of sadness and mourning on Good Friday – in body, mind,
and spirit.)
Wednesday’s feet washing ceremony was tremendously humbling. As feet washing began, I could not help but imagine
Jesus bending down to wash our feet. I had not realized how
humbling the act of feet washing was, until I actually tried it.
It immediately struck me how humble Jesus was/is. He is SO
humble and He loves us SO much! How grateful we should be
to Jesus for washing all our sins away!
Thursday Vigil until midnight provided another thought. I always wondered why it would be so difficult for Jesus’ disciples to stay awake. But I got a taste of their difficulty. I was
so sleepy. Why is it so easy to stay up late on other nights but
so hard on Holy Thursday!?
Thinking back to Lent 2009, I thought I had done a bad job of
entering into a spirit of sacrifice, however, as I fasted on Good
Friday, it seemed that God was opening up my eyes and heart
to recognize that He was helping me to fast all throughout Lent
even when I did not recognize it! On Good Friday, a bunch of
memories flashed in my mind where I guess I did make sacrifices, but I did not at the time recognize it. How wonderful
God is to shower us with opportunities to love Him.

The main ideas floating in my mind on Good Friday were:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Through sacrifice we learn to love.
God pours out a tremendous amount of graces to those
who ask and on those who do not ask.
We need to open our hearts to God more often. Setting
aside the things of the world can help us do this.
Mary truly leads us to Jesus. Her Sorrowful Immaculate Heart is so precious - how painful it would have
been to see Jesus die. Mary loves so greatly and she
will help me love Jesus more.
To lay down your life for a friend, forgive each other,
and wash each others’ feet are hard things to do. To be
a follower of Jesus is not always easy. Jesus’ passion
reveals this. Jesus suffered physically AND it sounds
like He was basically heart-broken a gazillion times!
Yet despite experiencing heartbreak, betrayal, and pain
caused by those He loved, He still forgives and calls us
to trust in His Divine Mercy.
Jesus/God is love. God seeks union and communion
with us – our souls are indeed restless until we are united
with God.
If I had a chance to email God what I want for the rest
of my life, I guess I should say: “Dear God, for the rest
of my life I want to be faithful and obedient to your
will. I want to know/love/practice your truth. I want
to do what you want me to.” (Fr. Clair’s homily!)
God makes all things new!

Holy Saturday came and I JUST COULDN’T WAIT FOR THE
VIGIL! The Vigil was SO beautiful! The altar and church
went from being empty to being filled with signs of new life.
The Gloria (accompanied by the ringing bell and the turning
on of lights) was the most uplifting moment radiating joy! Jesus
is triumphant!! Gathering as a community after the Vigil to
celebrate Easter was also very lovely. Delicious food and
wonderful people to share it with!
At the Easter Sunday Mass, Father Clair reminded us to keep
our eyes on the ETERNAL BANQUET and to set our eyes on
things from above! What this meant to me? Remember to put
God first!! This incredible boost in my spiritual life must not
end with the Holy Week Retreat and Easter, but must continue! It is time to “make a return for all the goodness God has
shown.”
Let Your will be done, not mine!!!!
by Olivia!
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EPISCOPAL VISITATION ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

I

must relate to you an event quite common among reli
gious orders, yet quite extraordinary for ourselves. Our
Bishop, Luc Bouchard, felt that it was time we had an
Episcopal visitation of the Bible School. Twenty-five
years have now past since our inception in 1984. He decreed it was time for the official Church to take a close
look at our operations. He appointed a committee, composed of Bishop Grecco from Toronto, Sister Frances
McDougal from Edmonton, and Deacon Joe McMorrow
from St. Paul Diocese to take a look at the John Paul II
School and make whatever recommendations they felt
necessary.

OUTREACH
O

bviously, with a small
class we cannot send
as many teams on Outreach
as in the past. Nonetheless
it is good to focus on our
accomplishments. Actually
I am amazed at all we have
done with God’s help and
the assistance of our faithful supporters. Since the
year 2000 our students have

conducted 800 retreats
which were attended by
53,000 people, mostly
school kids. Many retreats
help prepare children for
the sacraments. It is also
evident that many of the lay
ministries in Western
Canada are staffed by John
Paul II grads: youth evangelizing youth.

R

ecently our Assistant Director resigned due to ill
health. Debbie Mitchell, in addition to her job as
Development Officer, is now my assistant. She has plenty
of energy for the task. Most of all she is very much loved
by the students. Welcome Debbie, you bring lots of energy, sparkle and enthusiasm to the job.

25 year
th

R

Reunion

ight now we are
steeped in plans for
our 25th year reunion. Ms.
Joan is working full out to
insure we have a celebration to remember for the
rest of our lives.
Jim Murphy, a JPII favor-

ite, is going to be our main
speaker.
Other talks will include
John Connelly, Ernie
Chauvet, Mary Serniak,
Tony Shann, Kilian
O’Donovan and possibly
Loretta Hopegood. Sunday
Liturgy will be celebrated
by Bishop Luc Bouchard.
The talks will be centred
around Christian Life and
what part Jesus is calling us
to play in the building up
of His Kingdom. It is going to be so exciting to once
more embrace God’s vision
for us. Remember, “without a vision the people perish”. So get ready and pray,
pray, pray for the next
mighty move of Jesus our
Lord, a move of the Holy
Spirit to the greater honour
and glory of God our Father.

by Kilian O’Donovan
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Students receive a blessing
as they are commissioned to go out on Outreach

25

TH

1984 - 2009
We invite all alumni, supporters and friends to

Thursday - Sunday
th
nd
July 30 -August 2 , 2009
Fr. Clair Watrin
John Connelly
Jim Murphy
Bishop Luc Bouchard
Mark Mallett
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You May Come for the Entire Weekend or for a Single Day

PRAYER MEETING
TESTIMONIES
SESSIONS:
Evangelization/Service

Community

Prayer/Sacraments

Witness

Babysitting and youth stream available during conference for a fee.
CATHOLIC CONCERT
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
JP II ALUMNI
&
OUR MISSION

ACCOMMODATIONS
$20.00/ NIGHT per single bed at JPII
Shared Accommodation
First come, first served
Phone to confirm
Floor space for foamies and sleeping bags may be available
Camping available at Rodeo Grounds
Motels:
Waskatenau ........................................10 mins
Redwater ...........................................20 mins
Smoky Lake ........................................30 mins
Concession Booth Available
NO MEALS AT THE SCHOOL
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Cost:

th

Early bird Registration:Before May 30 : Single $40
th
After May 30 : Single $60

Couple $75
Couple $100

Family $100
Family $130

Single Day Rate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 25.00
Concert Admission . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 15.00
Concert Tickets Available At Door
No Advanced Concert Tickets
Saturday BBQ:
Ages 12 and Over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 12.00
Ages 6 - 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 6.00
Ages 5 and Under. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Free

VOLUNTEER SPECIAL

Volunteers get in for half price. Food and accommodations are 50% off for volunteers.
Only those confirmed by Miss Joan are eligible for the Volunteer Special Discount. Please
contact Miss Joan if you are interested in volunteering.
Email: reunion09@jpii.net (Use Subject heading “Volunteer for 25th Anniversary”)
or Tel: (780) 736-3833.

How to Register:

Mail: John Paul II Bible School
25th Year Reunion Committee
PO Box 99
Radway, AB, T0A 2V0

Phone: 780-736-3833
Fax: 780-736-2143
Email: reunion09@jpii.net
Online: www.jpii.net/reunion09

We encourage your participation!
Please select one category you may be interested to serve in. We are looking for a 2-3 hour commitment over the 4 days
Daily Liturgy

Saturday Dance

Divine Office Leader

Reader

Photographer

Rosary Leader

Altar Server

DJ

Divine Mercy Chaplet Leader

Gifts

Snacks

Sports/Games

Greeter

Cleanup

Campfire: Build Fire/Lead Sing Along
Gather Firewood

Please fill out both sides of the
application form and return to:
John Paul II Bible School
th
25 Year Reunion Committee
PO Box 99
Radway, AB T0A 2V0
Fax: 780-736-2143
E-mail: reunion09@jpii.net

Sign up for a chore team!
During the reunion there will be
some “chores “to do. Remember
how much fun you had?
Renew old friendships and make
some new ones! Again, we are
on ly l o ok i n g f or a 1 h o u r
commitment. So, which team do
you want to serve on?

Which team do you want to be on?
Daily Bread (Coffee/BBQ /Sunday Brunch Help)
Servants (chair setup and down)
Cleansers (bathrooms & garbage)
Caregivers (sweep and vacuum)
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Reunion Schedule
TH

ST

THURSDAY, JULY 30
Registration ................................6:00 - 7:00 PM
Prayer Meeting:Praise & Worship ......7:30 PM
John Connelly ...“Be A Witness”.........8:00 PM

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
Prayer Meeting:Praise & Worship .....9:30 AM
Jim Murphy.............“Service”...........10:00 AM
Testimony 3 Ken & Georgette Rolfes 11:30 AM
MASS .....................................................4:00 PM
BBQ DINNER ..........................................5:30 PM
Jim Murphy ....“Evangelaization”......7:30 PM
Testimony 4..................TBA ..................9:00 PM
Dance ...................................................9:30 PM

FRIDAY JULY 31TH
Praise & Worship..................................9:00 AM
Fr. Clair Watrin “Prayer & Sacraments” ..10:00 AM
Testimony 1 ...........Kerri Gould ........11:30 AM
Lunch Break

SUNDAY AUGUST 2ND
Past Directors .....“JP II Mission” .........9:30 AM
Testimony 5..................TBA ...............10:45 AM
MASS ................Bishop Bouchard ...11:30 AM

Jim Murphy ........“Community”..........1:30 PM
Testimony 2..................TBA .................3:00 PM
MASS .....................................................4:00 PM

Brunch

Supper Break

Kilian O'Donovan “Salt & Light “ ........3:00 PM
Pot “Blessing” Supper ..........................5:00 PM

Prayer Meeting:Praise & Worship ......7:00 PM
Mark Mallett Concert..........................7:00 PM

Mark Mallet Concert Tickets Available At Door for $15.00.
No Advanced Concert Tickets
If you would like to support the John Paul II Bible School,
be sure to “make a love offering” on the registration for below.

Registration Is Confirmed Upon Receipt Of Payment.

REGISTRATION FORM
Name(s)

Please Print

Address
Prov

City

School Year

Email

Phone

Registration Fees

Single

Before May 30
After May 30
BBQ Tickets

Postal Code

12+ Yrs

Couple

$40
$60
$12

Accommodation $20 X
@$20/bed/night

6-11 Yrs

Family

$
$130 + $

$75
$100

$100

$6 Under 6 Yrs

FREE + $
$
=

X
bed(s)

night(s)

Estimated Arrival
Thursday
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Friday

Saturday

Add for Total

Sunday

TOTAL $

YES!
I would like
to make a
love offering
of :
$__________.

Please make cheques payable to:
John Paul II Bible School

Comments on Teachers
Father Clair Watrin , whom
we are blessed to have as
our resident priest, taught
for the week of February
23-27 on the ‘Sacraments’
and March 30-April 3 on
‘Mary, Mother and Queen’.

The students spent a very thought provoking week with
Teresa Van Kampen, who taught on the topic of Moral
Issues from March 23 to 27. “Teresa was very passionate
about what she taught and believed. She is someone who
lives and not just speaks what she believes.”

Our very own Joan Perrott
or affectionately known at
the Bible School as Miss
Joan, is deep into outreach
training April 14-24. Our
students will soon be on the
road to evangelize for the
month of May.

John Connelly was here to
teach about the Triduum
during our Holy Week. This
was a truly sacred week for
the students. They rejoiced
in the rising of our Lord on
Easter Sunday.

Peter Thompson from
Calgary was our teacher for
the weeks of February 9-13
on ‘Church History’, and
February 16-20 on ‘Heresies and Truth’.
“ Reading and learning
more about the Saints was
very interesting. He
presented them as real
people.”

The week of January 12-16,
Rodney Stafford-Mayer
taught the students the fine
art of public speaking.
Students commented on
how they personally
benefited from his teachings.

Fr. Terry Donahue taught at the school on the 19th to the
22nd of January.
“Fr. Donahue is a wonderful man. His words will surely
last for all eternity. I have never seen anyone who went
into such detail of the Gospel of John. He had the
ability to pull the meaning out of the Gospel for us.”

Jim Murphy was here from
February 2-5.
“ Faith is caught, it’s not
taught. I was mostly affected by his genuine love
for each person individually
and his humility of heart.
I can understand why past
students came back to hear
him speak.”
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Where
Are They
Now?
B

rother and sister, Erika and Roland Koch, returned to our school
to take in the weeks teaching of Jim Murphy on Evangelization.
Erika is a year 20 student and returned to work as staff for one and a
half years and Roland is from year 23.
They both enjoyed staying at the school again. Roland stated it was
like coming home, like I never left. They felt a warm welcome and
felt very accepted by the students.
Erika is reading and assisting with music at daily mass in her hometown of Neilburg, Saskatchewan. Roland is a Knights of Columbus member, helps organize daily mass and is employed in Lloydminster
Roland and Erika Koch

Discipleship

T

he Gospel of Matthew was taught to us by Jim Murphy. This was a journey to the core of the heart of discipleship,
where it means to follow Jesus totally and completely. This is where we truly find our mission in life. Discipleship presumes relationship. At the feet of Jesus, as He sat, there was a space reserved for His disciples. He wants to
bring His disciples into a closer relationship with Him. A key element for this is faith which is caught not taught. This
helps me to understand that God is more connected to me than me to Him and the presence of Jesus is amazing, He
doesn’t have to speak. Jesus makes the rules which don’t have to be explained which help His disciples to be like
Him.
The center of the heart is where God sees us and speaks to us. God creates a pureness of heart by the Holy Spirit
putting into our hearts as well as what He takes out of our hearts. The Holy Spirit keeps healing us along the way and
wants to help us see the reality of who we are embraced in God’s love. When we hold onto anger and resentment we
become a prisoner of it ourselves. To be released of this, forgiveness must be a choice in the center of our heart.
God’s love and mercy were gifts freely given to Jesus, who in turn freely gave to us. We are to freely give love and
mercy to others. God does not tell us to be perfect, but asks we take one step at a time. It does not count if I am right
or wrong; His love is to be passed on. God values our soul more than ministry and we must be committed to
faithfulness and intimacy with Jesus. For in carrying the cross, Jesus will carry me.
by Marilyn Abrahamson
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Greetings!

A

pril has been a busy month here at the school. We had a blessed Holy week and
then moved right into Outreach Training, now that is a perfect set up! Any of you
readers who have been through the training weeks, know that it is an intense time of
learning, practicing and feeling overwhelmed! I asked the class on the first day what we
need to bring on Outreach, and we narrowed it down to one important point, we bring
Jesus with us! I encouraged the students to remember that going on Outreach is something you do with God and not just for God. We also need to be aware that we are not
going out as individuals but are being sent as a team. We need to plan and prepare but
remain flexible as well. Something I heard from Fr. Gerard Gauthier years ago was
about how to adapt; “Those are my plans, unless God changes my plans!” This year we had some help during training
from the alumni; Anne Gauthier shared her experiences about life on the road and how to behave properly. Dale De
Seguin and Alan Fester of L.E.A.P. Ministries came two evenings and taught the class some fun games. Mike Landry
brought his wisdom about dealing with young people; what to expect and how to relate. All in all I think we had two
great weeks together, going through the ups and downs of Outreach Training in practice for the ups and downs of
Outreach! In the classroom we talked about what to bring on outreach and about what we need to leave behind. We
decided that what we might need to leave behind are our expectations. Being a disciple of Christ means being involved in Jesus’ thing more than your own. As Kilian O’Donovan often reminds us when we are faced with a
challenge,” Speedy adaptation to the will of God.”
As a community we were all privileged to hear the students practice their testimonies at lunchtime. We were
blessed by their open sharing of where they were when they came to Bible School, and how God has ministered to
them this year. They have been chosen, called into service, and are now being sent to proclaim the Word to reach the
minds and hearts of God’s people. We go out on Outreach, not because we need more programs but because God
hears and answers the “ cry of the poor”.
Please pray for the teams, they leave April 25, will travel Alberta and Saskatchewan and return May 30.
Blessings,
Joan Perrott

The Gospel of John

with Father Terry Donahue

W

hat struck me the most about Father Terry, was his testimony. It explained why he had such a profound faith,
which was clear to see. He went from a “typical” secular university student, to a fire-preaching servant of the
Lord, consecrated in the priesthood. It is always an encouragement to see how Christ is working in the lives of others,
and how He transforms them so completely.
From this week, God has shown me that His plans for our lives usually call for drastic changes, but it is for the
fulfillment of who we truly are. God’s plan for Father Terry’s life incorporated all his talents, and even changed his
weaknesses into strengths. I am often told that God’s plan for us individually is designed for our happiness, but I
needed an example. I believe that Father Terry has found unimaginable happiness in his life and that it could not have
been so without him giving his will over to God. So of all the words given to me by Father Donahue the one message
that Jesus wanted me to hear was to hope in His plan for me. Although most of what I’ve felt this week is fear and
anger at God’s will in my life, He still calls me to repent and trust in Him.
I hope to hold on to the extreme good in Father Terry’s message and to let it change my heart even a little bit so that
Jesus can come back into my life again. It feels to me that any faith or hope I had after the first month here, has been
surely tested and is a constant battle for me to hope in Jesus for even the smallest things.
Thankfully, Father Terry’s testimony has again given me proof of God’s love for those who do His will.
by Thomas Llewellyn
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Hinton Retreat Reflections

I

felt like I really needed a break by the time I got to Hinton. It was stressful for me getting ready and stuff because
I felt so unorganized. Once we got going it was awesome.
I felt that the things that the community needed the most we received; rest, relaxation and bonding time. There
was no pressure with class, no real schedules, no practices. We were all able to do what we needed to do, to be able
to relax; for me that was by cooking which I’m sure no one minded.
It was good to be able to be exposed to some new people and a whole new environment. The mountains were so
beautiful. I haven’t been out this way for almost four years and before that I would come two – three times a year,
so it was really nice.
My favourite part about Hinton or at least one of my favourite memories was wandering around Jasper with Jon
and Thomas all day Saturday..
by Erin Stewart

Staff

Hiking
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Lounging

Jamming

Hinton Retreat Reflections

I

am very glad to have been blessed with a week at the
Retreat House. This week has been a time of spiritual,
physical and mental (not to mention emotional) renewal
for all of us. It was a much needed break from the routine
of the Bible School. I was happy with the schedule. Having class in the mornings kept us well focused and accountable. The free weekends gave me time to just listen
to the voice of God, while at the same time do activities
that helped me come alive. The nightly community activities were a God-send which helped us students and
staff bond as a family that can have fun together, after all
the growing and trials we have endured this year.
The biggest impression of the retreat house was its artistic
vitality: there was always someone playing music or drawing or exploring the beautiful country side. This was a
week of re-discovering our artistic talents, seeing new ones,
and sharing them with new faces.
The hosts of the retreat house were wonderful, always
welcoming and open to share the experience of their relationship with Christ with the rest of us. Of all the gifts I
received this week I count my new brothers and sisters in
Christ as some of the most precious and most valuable. I
look forward to sharing my walk with Christ with these
new family members whenever God so chooses to bring
us back together.
Thank you John Paul II Bible School and The Way of
Holiness for a relatively free and totally amazing week!
by Thomas Llewellyn

Group hangin’ out
in Hinton

T

his past week in Hinton has been such a great
experience. I really enjoyed myself and I experienced lots of healing. I was really worried about doing
my Bible presentation, but I found the environment
was very relaxed.
I found it fun to give the Bible presentation. I was
so worried about finishing my song, but the morning of
my presentation I finished it. The Lord was really
helping me with everything.
I think that the thing I most enjoyed about this week
was the bonding we all did during this time, whether it
was swimming, dancing, hiking or just spending time
in general. I felt like the community really grew and
really bonded.
This week I know the Lord was doing a lot of
healing. I found it very hard to be on a vacation without my family, it was definitely a first for me. But I am
glad that I did it with my second Bible School family,
otherwise I would be very homesick. I think I definitely grew up and grew a lot in faith.
I hope that all future students get an opportunity to
come here and have this experience to grow in holiness.
by Rebecca Bilodeau

T

his past week at Hinton has been an amazing week.
At first it was boring but over the week it got so
much better. I really enjoyed hearing everyone’s Bible
presentation. It showed me a new way to look at the
Word, a new way to enjoy reading the Bible. And doing
my research helped me see how the Scriptures could relate to my own life and how God can speak to me through
the Bible. I also enjoyed all the bonding time that we
students got to have over the week. We spent a lot of
time jamming which was lots of fun since all the students are talented musically. We also spent many hours
playing battleship! I also enjoyed the dance that we had
Wednesday night. But I think I enjoyed swimming the
most! I had been looking forward to going swimming so
it was a lot of fun! The Prayer meeting Thursday night
was intense! There were a lot of people there and the
Praise and Worship was amazing. You could really feel
the Holy Spirit there!
So over all the week was amazing and I hope that future students can continue to come and grow closer to
God.
by Nikki Howe
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Is this the place for you?

Are you:
♦ Questioning what to do with
your life?
♦ Wondering what God?s Plan is
for you?
♦ Searching for God our Father, Jesus and the Holy
Spirit?
♦ Trying to slow down your fast
pace, but can?t seem to get
off the treadmill of life?
♦ Looking for peace?
♦ Wanting to learn how to
pray?
♦ Wanting to deepen your faith
and spend a year learning,
loving and growing?

♦ Wondering about the beliefs
and teachings of the Catholic
Church?
♦ Searching for your vocation?
♦ Searching for the freedom
only knowing and trusting in
the Lord can give you?
♦ Wanting to make new friends,
with friendships that will last
a lifetime?
♦ Looking for a year off after
high school to strengthen and
steep yourself in faith?
♦ Single, Married, Divorced,
Widowed
♦ 18 years or older

The John Paul II Catholic Bible School could be just the place for you!
Come, hear what the students themselves have to say!

