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“Who is she that comes forth as the morning rises; fair as the moon, bright
as the sun, terrible as an army set in battle array?”a

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI and our
Bishop Luc Bouchard, of the St. Paul Diocese

“ I want to congratulate
you for the fine work
the School is
accomplishing with
young people.”
Bishop Luc Bouchard
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Director’s Message
Why a Catholic Bible School ?
To some,
it may
come as a
sur pr ise
that we
have a Bible school in the Catholic
Church. Many times, I have heard
people say, “I thought only the Protes
tants had Bible schools.” Our school
opened September 18, 1984, two days
after Pope John Paul II visit ed
Edmonton. John Paul II Bible School
is only a small portion of the greater re
newal that is happening all over our
Church today. At the beginning of the
Second Vatican Council, Pope John
XXIII and all the bishops prayed ear
nestly for an outpouring of the Holy
Spirit throughout the world  for a new
Pentecost. I believe that God heard that
prayer and is answering with a new fire
of
his
Spirit.
Jesus says, “I have come to cast fire on
the earth, and I am constrained until it
be accomplished.” Jesus is eager to
send his Holy Spirit. He is the Good
Shepherd who gave his life for his
sheep. He wants to renew the face of
the earth. But Jesus is not here with us
in the flesh today except on the altar.
He needs men and women who will be
himself in a world where he is so badly
needed.
He needs men and women
who are filled with the Spirit and the
power of God, who are on fire with the
message of the Gospel, on fire to give
that message to others. The Catholic
Church has often been referred to as the
sleeping giant of evangelization. Well,
the giant is beginning to stir. How many
of us are afraid to share our faith? How
many of us keep it a hushhush affair
between God and ourselves?
I believe firmly that God is calling us

out into the light, that he is speaking
to his people today and telling us not
to hide our light under a bushel. John
Paul II, who was one of the greatest
evangelists, showed us the way. His
predecessor, Paul VI wrote a letter
for the entire Church, calling the
laity in a special way to evangelize
the world. Yes, there is darkness in
the world; yes, our world seems to
be growing more and more secular
every day by setting aside the com
mandments of God and legalizing
abortion, euthanasia and so on. But
Jesus says to us, as he said to the
apostles huddled in fear in the upper
room:

“Do not be afraid, I have over
come the world. Do not be
afraid of all the evils you see
around you. I am still with you,
even until the end of time. I am
the light of the world. I am its
only hope. I am the answer for
all this world’s despair. I love
this world; I died for it!”
He tells those who will follow him
today to feed his lambs; feed his
sheep; feed those who are without
hope, those who are despairing of
love; feed those whose lives and
hearts are broken by divorce and
separation, whose minds are numbed
by lust, alcohol and drugs. Jesus is
looking today for men and women
who will bring his message of hope
to those without hope  men and
women who will be his comfort and
his love. That is why there is a
John Paul II Catholic Bible School.
I believe the Spirit of God is speak
ing to many young men and women

in the Church today, calling them into
a new kind of service. Our Bible school
is a novitiate for lay people.
Students find a vibrant relationship and
personal experience of Jesus Christ in
their lives. They come to know who
they are as Catholics and as Christians.
They learn to love the Church, the liv
ing Body of Jesus in time. They learn
loyalty to the Church, to the Holy
Father, and to the teachings of the
Church. Through prayer, study and
Christian fellowship, their lives become
a living Bible. They become that light
placed on a lampstand, that cannot be
hid, but which gives light to all in the
house. They learn to share their faith
and love of Jesus Christ boldly. There
is a Bible School so that ordinary men
and women can become Jesus to the
broken people of this world. Who can
come to the Bible School?
Anyone between the age of 18 and 80
who has a love of God and wants to
place him first, before all else, is wel
come. The school is situated in the
village of Radway approximately 80
km north of Edmonton.
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Consider spending a year at
John Paul II Bible School
There have been valleys and mountains to travel over
but (we) I have not lost faith in our God.

M

y name is Lenore Fester.
I am currently the bookkeeper for the Bible School. Twenty
one years ago we were introduced to the Bible School and
a team for an Advent Mission in our Church in Spruce
Grove. Over the next few years a team would come to the
Church for a Prayer Meeting or children’s retreat. One
evening we had a team over at our house for supper and as
they were sharing with Byron and I and the children I had a
desire in my heart for Byron and I to attend, but not before
our children. In the fall of 2000 our son Alan came to Bible
School and he always encouraged his Dad and I to come.
But we were Pastoral Agents in Kehewin, AB and enjoying
our ministry.
By May, 2002 Byron had to resign his position with the
School and Church because of health reasons and we sensed
the Lord asking us to go and see Ernie Chauvet at the Bible
School. We came and Ernie said for us to put our applica
tion in to come to the School. August 31, 2002 we moved
what we had left of our belongings to Radway and started
another journey with the Lord. There have been valleys
and mountains to travel over but (we) I have not lost faith
in our God.
I believe that He is beside me walking with me on my jour
ney, many times walking ahead taking me by the hand and
leading me. I also sense His and mine, our Blessed Mother,
with me at all times.
It is such a comfort for me.
I would recommend that anyone who desires a sabbatical
year to draw closer or even to come to know our Lord Jesus
on a personal level to seriously look at spending a year at
John Paul II Bible School.

Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us

ANNOUNCEMENT:
A new Catholic School, St. Therese College of Faith and Mission, will be opening in Bruno, Saskatchewan in
September, 2007. This is a 9 month program preparing people to discover God’s place and purpose for their lives.
They will learn to be disciples with a personal relationship with Jesus, so they too can bear fruit that will last.
The school invites persons of all ages to come and spend time with Jesus. For more information, call Andras Tahn
at (306)3697555 or email him at atahn@sasktel.net. Visit them on the web at www.sttherese.ca
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Called to Love
By Joan Perrott
Outreach Coordinator

Go and preach the gospel to all nations;
in Canada, what this means is all nationalities! To John Paul II Bible
School, it means all nationalities - in as many provinces as you can.
The Outreach Program at John Paul II Bible School is well underway.
There are four teams out on the road, traveling throughout Alberta,
Saskatchewan and British Columbia. Most of the retreats are booked in
schools and about a quarter are in parishes. We also have a couple of
prayer meetings booked. Two of the teams are heading into BC this
week for retreats in Kamloops, Surrey, and Kelowna. Another team is
destined for Fort St. John, Dawson Creek, and Quesnel.
The retreats have been going well, although not without challenges. I
came across a passage that I thought was fitting for those on Outreach.
St. Paul knew what was needed in sending people forth and writes about
it in his letter to the Romans:
“Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor,
giving preference to one another, not lagging in diligence, fervent
in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer.” Rom. 12:10-12
Next year I think I’ll call this the ‘Outreach Prayer’!
Outreach is an integral part of the curriculum at the school. It is the
culmination of a year of learning about the teachings of the Church,
the life of a Christian, and the heart of a human. As part of this process
of learning and healing, the students have the opportunity to practice
the “call to love” in community life at the school. This ability to love
increases the longer one lives in community and grows deeper during
the demands of life on the road!
Coming to Bible School has a definite purpose. We all have a responsibility to share the Gospel. Our students are encouraged to do the same.
The reason we even have the Outreach Program is to enable us to send
the students out to share their spiritual gifts. Our students have an
opportunity to answer the call of Jesus on their hearts, to go out to
show and tell people that their lives matter to Him, and that they are
loved. For many, the invitation to come and spend a year at the school
will be an answer to prayer and a life altering experience.
Have you ever considered that a year at John Paul II might be in your
future? Apart from being 18 years or older, there is no age limit. The
most important requirement is that you have a desire to learn more
about the Catholic faith and are willing to let Jesus work in your heart.
Oh, one other thing - you’ll have the opportunity to spend a month
proclaiming the Good News to a hurting world!
One of the characteristics of a Christian, is to be involved in ‘Jesus’
thing and not our own. Jesus came, reached out to people, and gave us

a perfect example of how to love. This is the basis of our Christian
faith. What an incredible honor it is for our students to be able to
share in the very work of Christ, in spreading love through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. What the world needs now is love; that
is what it always needed. Isn’t that just like our God - to know just
what we need?
“And now abide faith, hope, love; these three, but the greatest of
these is love.” 1 Corinthians 13:13

Thank
You

A huge thank you goes out

to all the generous people
who hosted retreats and to all
those who welcomed stu
dents into their homes dur
ing Outreach. The program
was successful in large part
because of you.
Thank you and may you be
blessed for your efforts.

Joan
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By Loretta O’Donovan

Years ago, I felt the Lord tell me that He was building
a church within me. A church not made by human hands,
but by His own hand. A church not made of bricks and
mortar, which can crumble, but a church to last for all
eternity where He can dwell. A church no man can tear
down.
God wants to do this for all of us, but of course, we
need healing. The more we are healed, the more God
dwells there. I believe that God uses Prayer Journey to
help accomplish this.
As facilitator of Prayer Journey, I am only an instru
ment. But I witness the power of the Lord transform a
person. Prayer Journey is exactly that, a journey. It’s the
the journey of a soul towards being at peace with them
selves, and also with God.
It’s a journey of being able to forgive and let go of the
past. It’s a journey of learning to know and love oneself
and Jesus more completely. It’s a soul journeying to
ward the Light, and looking to the future. Prayer Jour
ney is learning about a God who loves us uncondition
ally. We can approach Him with humility and under
stand that He never tires of listening to us and is always
ready to forgive. The focus is always on Jesus. He is the
One who leads. The Lord knows what He wants to do
for a particular person at a specific time.
As facilitator, I must be careful not to get in God’s way;
just stand back and allow Him to take charge. This is
God’s work, not mine, and I am humbled that He would
use a little pilgrim like me.
Watching God work in other people this way is a great
privilege. I learn a lot about what a fierce love God has
for us. I learn how anxious He is for us to give Him
permission to change us and our circumstances. I learn
how intensely He wants to be involved in every aspect
6

of our lives and take all our burdens.
This helps me to grow and also gives me more confi
dence in Jesus. There are times when I can only be si
lent before the allknowing, allencompassing majesty
of a God who knows every soul and loves them with
an indescribable passion. Sometimes I fear the respon
sibility. My wisdom is limited. My knowledge and ex
perience are also limited. I feel very small and inad
equate at times. But then, that’s why we have a BIG
God!
In Ephesians 3:1621, it says,
“Out of His infinite glory, may He give you the power
through His Spirit for your hidden self to grow strong
so that Christ may live in your hearts through faith,
and then, planted in love and built on love, you will
with all the saints, have strength to grasp the breadth
and the length, the height and the depth, until knowing
the love of Christ which is beyond all knowledge, you
are filled with the utter fullness of God. Glory be to
Him whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.“
This is the essence of Prayer Journey, and the internal
church that Christ is building.
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God wants to be in every
aspect of our lives
By Rose Ann Mack
Drama Coordinator
DVD and Outreach Assistant

is how to listen to what God is asking of
me and not the world around me. It is so
easy to get distracted by the voices from
society or the people around you telling you
what you should do. In this past year God
has been teaching me how as long as I lis
ave you ever felt like you were ten to Him and His desires for me than that
going to be stuck in the same rut for is all that matters. It is what will make God
ever whether it is in the way you and me the most happy.
think or with bad habits? I sure did.
Coming to Bible School for a second I’ve come to realize that I don’t always have
year was probably the best and worst to be doing something extraordinary all the
thing I could have done. It was a great time. Sometimes God calls us to just do
year of growing in holiness and in a little things. This doesn’t make them less
personal relationship with Christ. important; it’s just what He is calling you
However, to be able to grow closer to do at the moment. It has taken me a long
to Him, He shows you the things that time to understand this concept. A Bible
you need to work on so that you can verse that has helped me has been 2 Timo
become closer. This isn’t always the thy 2: 34 “Share in suffering like a good
easiest thing to deal with, especially soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving in
if you have been working on those the army gets entangled in everyday affairs;
hang ups for awhile. Yet in the end it the soldier’s aim is to please the enlisting
officer.” This bible verse totally put every
is all worth it.
thing into perspective for me. We are all
Through all my joys and struggles soldiers in God’s army and God is the of
throughout this past year, God has ficer.
taught me a lot. The thing that I have Therefore, the only one we have to try and
learnt that I hold closest to my heart please is God.

H

This was definitely against my
nature since I have always been a
busy body, even when I was a child.
Always trying to please the most
people I could and doing the most I
possibly could. But as time goes on,
God has been slowly showing me
how this isn’t always the best way
to go and has been teaching me how
to just offer up the everyday things
that I do to Him from waking up
early for morning prayer, to having
fun with friends, to cleaning toilets.
Although it seems miniscule, it
makes God happy because He wants
to be in every aspect of our lives, not
just in the extraordinary.

We are all
soldiers in God’s
army and God is
the officer.
Therefore, the only
one we have to try
and please is God.

Swipe the card to help JPII
JPII continues to depend on the generosity of its benefactors. God has blessed us abundantly and we thank Him and all those
people who have so generously given so that the school can continue its mission to form young men and women to bring the Word
of God to others. Our efforts cannot stop. Included with the GNM is a Husky/Mohawk Community Rebate Program card for you
to use to help us. With the help of the Husky Energy Community Rebate program, Husky or Mohawk will rebate 2% of your
retail purchase toward our fund raising coffers by simply presenting the JPII Husky card every time you make a purchase. If you
purchase $200.00 of fuel a month and present your rebate card, $4.00 will be added to our fund raising efforts. Simple, yet it can
be very effective.
There is an added way that you can assist us. Also available is the EFT (electronic fund transfer) monthly donation
process by which our office can set up an automatic fund transfer. This allows you to contribute an equal amount each month
without requiring you to write a cheque or buy a stamp. Your contribution made in this fashion allows us to know what will be
received monthly and assists us in our budgetary process. May God Bless you abundantly .

For more information, contact Julien by email: julien_bilodeau@jpii.net or call him at the school, 7807363833
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Doing the Will of God
By Wendy Hoven
For my thoughts are not your thoughts nor are your
ways my ways, says the Lord. As high as the heavens
are above the earth, so high are my ways above your
ways and my thoughts above your thoughts.
Isaiah 55:89

I

n the flush of conversion, when we experience God for
the first time, we come under the illusion that somehow
we “know” God. Though there is truth in that, it is the
same as after seeing the sun once, we say we know the
sun. We know it, yes, but what we don’t know is vastly
greater than what we do know. The same with God. The
more I journey in my relationship with Goddesiring to
draw close to Him, to serve Him, to love Himthe more I
realize how little I truly know Him and His ways.
I find that I must keep myself open to be challenged as to
who is this God whom I worship. Like most of us, I tend
to make God in my own image, imagining that He thinks
like I do and my ways of doing something must be His
ways. On my fireplace mantle sit these idols of “Who
God Is,” and “How God Works,” and “What Following
Jesus Looks Like.” I am rather comfortable with them
and don’t mind letting them be, but luckily for me, our
God is a jealous God who is not content to let idols stand
in my life. In His love and mercy, He leads me into situa
tions where there is no option but to confront the idols.
Lately, “What Following Jesus Looks Like” has been tak
ing a major beating and looks like it is on its way out, but
it is a struggle to the death. I thought I knew God and how
to serve Him. How many times had I read in Scripture to
‘lay down my life, pick up my cross and follow Him’; to
“go the extra mile’; to ‘serve my brothers and sisters.’ And
so I tried. I read stories of the saints and how they gave all
to serve God. Why would I want to do less? I had done
the 24/7 thing for 3 years when I was associate director at
the Hinton campus and ended up fully able to appreciate
my sabbatical. After deciding that burnout is not a good
Christian witness, when I returned to work here in Radway,
I chose only to work 3 days per week. Of course, that left
4 days a week when I was not officially “working.” To
avoid laziness and sloth, I intended to fill up my all time
with good things by which I could further “serve” God –
volunteering at Marian Centre, planning retreats and
8

conferences etc. etc. One by one as I ran into tiredness or
roadblocks, the Lord gently pointed out to me that these
were my ideas, not His.
So one by one I dropped these extra things. Could it be
that God’s will for me was this gentle lifestyle working 3
days a week at the Bible school, praying with the students
and staff (which, of course, still takes a ton of energy) but
then spending the other 4 days resting, praying, learning,
fellowshipping, puttering at my place in St. Albert. It is
such a livable, sustainable, enjoyable lifestyle; could it
possibly be God’s will?! It is so much nicer than what I
would choose for myself! One evening at the prayer meet
ing, some students were praying with me, I had asked for
more energy, and a student prayed, please God give Wendy
more energy to do God’s will. I felt Jesus stand in front of
me and ask, oh, is that what you would do if you had more
energy? My will? I was struck dumb. I had all kinds of
projects and plans that I would do if I had more energy but,
no, I wasn’t sure at all if they would be Jesus’ will.
And so I reflect that apparently my ways are not His ways
at all and my thoughts aren’t even close to His. And I
don’t want to spend my life doing good things; I want to
do the will of God, even when that means at times doing
nothing at all.

The kids would minister to us
By Amber Drach

O

utreach was an awesome experience for the most
part. Sure, we had our rough times, but who doesn’t?
I think my favourite part was just being able to minister to
the kids and touch their lives in one way or another. Each
time the kids would minister to us, too. It was really cool
and such a blessing!

A little pencil in the hand of a
writing God

By Candace Forcier

My grace is sufficient for you,
for power is made perfect in
weakness.” I will rather boast
most gladly of my weaknesses,
in order that the power of
Christ may dwell with me.
Therefore, I am content with
weaknesses, insults, hard
ships, persecutions, and
constraints, for the sake of
Christ; for when I am weak,
then I am strong.

Not that of ourselves we are qualified to
take credit for anything as coming from
us; rather, our
qualification comes from God.
2 Cor3:5
I am a second year student at JPII, I
graduated last year in 2006 and was sure
that one year was all I was going to do.
Well God surely had other plans and I
had no idea what they entailed. I started
my year as assistant dorm mom/ video
editor. I guess the small town of Radway,
the homey atmosphere and the Christian
community just sucked me in. It was a
great experience, and I definitely grew
a lot. Then two weeks before Christmas
I had the opportunity to switch positions to head cook, and that
is where my real journey began. God truly took that job as an
opportunity to, like we say at bible school “stretch and grow”
me. It was a wonderful experience and I wouldn’t change it for
the world. I got to experience a new side of myself, and really
learn how it is to totally surrender, and both serve and love
unconditionally. As a people pleaser I truly tried my hardest to
accommodate everyone in their likes and dislikes, and let me
tell you when you have over 35 people that is an IMPOSSIBLE
task.
So God being as amazing as He is, had to slowly start teaching
me how I needed to cook solely for Him, and I might add that
He definitely wasn’t very picky. No matter what I had to do, I
had to do it to glorify His kingdom, knowing that He was proud
of me whether I had burned something, not got it prepared on
time, or put too many onions in it. It took me many months to
realize this, and it is still something I struggle with, but with
God’s grace and patience I will be able to glorify Him in all I
do.

WATER
WALKERS
O

utreach means traveling for a month
in a van with five other people.

2 Cor 12:9
This Scripture was another one of
the many lessons that I had learned.
Being weak was something I
struggled with; no one likes to be
weak or smaller than someone else, but I learned that
being smaller than God was a great thing. God was
able to work through me more and more when I was
able to surrender to Him, when I laid my life down to
Him and tried not to be some sort of “super woman” or
something that I wasn’t. I became real and I became
weak and I admitted to my lack of knowledge in the
kitchen, and that is when God worked, that is when
God made His power perfect in my weakness.
So I have to say that this year was a tough one, but one
that molded me into the woman of God I am today, and
one that is going to be remembered in my heart always.
Mother Theresa said “I am a little pencil in the hand of
a writing God who is sending a love letter to the world.”
Just remember no matter what you do it is always God
working through you to glorify his kingdom.

You might be wondering how we
managed. Well, it is possible! We had
great praise and worship sessions,
good talks and fun games. There were
also sleeping times, or rather snoring
times! The retreats were amazing and
went well with wideeyed listeners
and lots of questions. Some questions
were just to tell their names, but that
is important to young children. It was

awesome to meet so many new
people and get to know our host
families.
Staying with some team members
families was a wonderful opportu
nity. Praise God for those amazing
families.
I encourage everyone to try a JP II
Outreach retreat, you will never
regret it!
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By the Journallers: Anne Marie & Jeanette
Day 1: On our way to Edson, we stopped in Evansburg for supper.
While we were waiting for our meal to arrive, Jeanette pretended to
pour Soya Sauce on Stefan’s head. Unknown to both of them, the lid
was not sealed, and Stefan has his first Soya Sauce shampoo – not as
bad as shampoo in his sinuses!
While in Edson, Anne Marie finally got to see “Finding Nemo”.
Day 3: While in Edson, Kathleen ‘burned’ our host Dad. He was
playing with his daughter’s ponytail and commenting about how
women spent so much time in the shower, washing their hair.
Kathleen piped up with: “It’s better than having no hair at all!” (He
was going for the nohair look).
Day 6: In Hinton, with Kathleen as driver, we ‘raced’ a truck. The
truck sped off and we headed off ‘to Alaska’. Every time we saw the
sign saying ‘Scenic Route to Alaska’ we decided to abandon ourt
retreats and head off to Alaska instead. But we ended up at the Way
of Holiness each time. We also bought our mascot – a soft toy sheep.
The team joined the Bible Study at the Seniors Home. Stefan got
talking to Al – they like the same kind of music. Al gave Stefan his
wife’s rosary beads which had been blessed by Pope John Paul II.
(Al’s wife had died last fall).
Day 7: We threw Stefan in the lake!
Day 9: We built an Inuksuk at the Athabasca Falls in Jasper.
Day 11: Jeanette broke her nose, playing ‘crack the egg’ on the trampo
line!
Day 12: Grade 3 students prayed over us at the end of their retreat.
This happened a few more times in Hinton and was a real blessing to us.
Stefan and Kathleen ‘practiced’ the “Potter’s Hand” skit. They tried role
reversal to help Kathleen learn her lines. It was an effective comedic
presentation all round.
Day 16: We took Jen to Boston Pizza for dessert to celebrate her birthday
(which was 2 days ago). BP didn’t charge us for her cheesecake.
Day 17: We said tearful farewells to Anne Marie, who was staying on in
Hinton, while we headed off to Kamloops. We took the scenic route and
got stuck in construction for over 2 ½ hours! We also decorated our van –
it looks cool!
Day 19: We didn’t receive enough information from our contacts and
drove around in circles for a couple of hours before we finally found the
right water taxi (not ferry as we had expected)! We were laughed at
because we didn’t even know which island we were going to!
Day 20: It was ‘Feed your friend’ night at the camp.
Day 21: “Super Sheep” swam in the ocean. The ocean was full of fish,
little sharks, mussels and fish poo! Jen got called ‘a redheaded snippet’
by one of the seminarians.
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Team 1 ‘Super Sheep’
posing with their cuddly
mascot
Day 23: Erika got an upset stomach.
Day 26: Anne Marie rejoined the team for three retreats at
Immaculata School in Kelowna, and the Praise & Worship/Mass at
Seton House.
Day 27: Jeanette ‘burned’ the Principal of Immaculata School. They
were talking about Saskatchewan and his birthplace, Indian Head.
Jeanette was talking about the statue of an Indian Head. He said it
wasn’t there when he was growing up. Jeanette responded: “Oh
really! You don’t look that old! That thing’s been there forever!”
(He was only middleaged).
Day 28: Stefan broke a guitar string while leading Mass music, in
front of 200 school students!
Day 29: Anne Marie headed back to Edmonton – at 5am!
Day 33: “Super Sheep” went to the zoo in Calgary – and all got sore
feet.
Day 35: We had the best retreat ever! All the girls cried. This
retreat was a leadup to the end of the year and the students are all
going to different schools next year. We did the selfimage talks and
then affirmations to each other in small groups. We finally came
home! Back to JP II, Radway.
Our first meal on the way out was Chinese and our last meal on the
way back was Chinese!
We had a great five weeks on the road. We really came together
well and all our retreats went well, thanks to our awesome Team
leaders: Kathleen and Jen.

So…What is it Anyway?
By Mallory Donahue

do you do there?” it is simple
really. This year we have laughed
and we have cried.
We have learnt and we have taught.
We have been healed and we have had
a hand in someone else’s healing. We
have listened and we have been heard.

As most past and present Bible
School students have experienced,
I am often found answering ques
tions concerning the nature of the
John Paul II Bible School. People
I meet, work with, or my friends
and family often ask me what
Bible School is. I generally stutter
through a response that covers the
fact that we learn about God and
the Catholic Church teaching.
During our five weeks spent do
ing Outreach I encountered more
and more questions about Bible
School and what it is. I quickly
learned that my halffast replies
would not suffice. The more I an
swered the questions I received,
the more I began to really ask my
self what this year has been all
about. As I thought it through and
prayed with it for a couple of days
the Lord really took me on a jour
ney of showing me what this year
truly has been.
So for all of you who may be think
ing, “So…what is it anyway, what

We forgave and we have been for
given. We have learnt the true mean
ing of friendship and we have put it
into practice. We have learnt the value
of community and we have come to
appreciate it. We have asked and we
have received. We have searched and
we have found. We have become the
people God created us to be and we
have seen our individual beauty. Most
importantly, we have loved and we
have been loved for who God created
us to be.
This year our class has learnt that we
have not been alone on this journey
and that we will not be alone as we
begin our new journeys without one
another. You see, the true nature of the
John Paul II Bible School is simple.
It is God and His awesome presence
that is always among us and within us.

“Come”
By Melinda Schenher
Associate Director

The words of Jesus echo and
resonate in my being to the
point where I can’t ignore it.
What is there to do but say
“Yes, my Lord”?
We are blessed with many great
teachers that come to the Bible
School. Two that impacted my
faith journey this year were Fr.
Terry Donahue and Fr. Scott
McCaig, Companions of the
Cross. It wasn’t necessarily the
teachings that they delivered,
which in many ways were
thought provoking, but more of
who they are as they live out
their vocation to the priesthood;
bold witnesses of charity, sim
plicity, compassion and faith

fulness.
In my personal vocational dis
cernment, I’ve always tried to
remain open to whatever the
Lord calls me to. The first work
he did was to teach me the joy of
being single. He helped to
change my occasional “pity
party”, thinking “woe is me; I’ll
be single forever; sitting on my
rocking chair in my eighties; woe
is me”. I came to realize that the
path he had in store for me was
best as a single person. I could
make decisions like taking a
break from University to come to
Bible School; staying on as staff;
moving to Calgary to nanny; go
ing to World Youth Day 2000 in
Italy; going on a mission trip to
Belize with the Life Teen group

at my parish; returning once
again to the Bible School; get
ting stationed to do youth min
istry in BC; and now being As
sociate Director. I gave the Lord
permission to speak to me, and
to He took the lead.
Learning to listen and respond
to the Lord was also the basis of
a yearlong courtship that I en
joyed. When we began our
courtship, my friend and I made
the choice to put God first, and
allow everything to flow from
that.
As we parted ways, I found God
asking for my undivided atten
tion for what He needed to do
next. I now find a stirring inside
to do a serious discernment of
Religious life.
Throughout my life, I’ve met so
many wonderful women, living

a lively and active call to
Sisterhood, that I can’t help
but be attracted to the idea
of being espoused to Jesus.
And so, at the end of June,
I make a 10 day pilgrimage
to Ottawa to spend time
with the Sister Servants of
the Cross (a new order with
charisms similar to the
Companions of the Cross –
see how God works!), once
again to give the Lord my
undivided attention. The
sense I get as I prepare is
that I will likely spend
20072008 at John Paul II
Bible School, but then af
ter that, God only knows!
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