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Our New Kitchen
As I related to you in our past newsletter, through the generosity of Jim and Doris Wolters,
we are now proceeding with our new kitchen.
The Wolters have been dear friends of the Bible School ever since its inception in 1984.
In their kindness they established the Lalonde Fund, a scholarship to assist young peo
ple financially who otherwise could not afford to come here.
We ask God to bless the Wolters; we also thank the Knights of Columbus, the CWL and
others for their generous contributions.
God bless you a hundredfold.

Mary Jo Cassidy
Founder of Way of Holiness Prayer Retreat

I

n this issue, the students describe their week at the
way of Holiness Prayer Retreat. This was founded by
Sister Mary Jo Cassidy, an inspiring woman who joined
the cloistered Precious Blood Order in her 20’s. Nine
teen years later she left, following the call of God to
share her spirituality with the broader community.
She began an ecumenical prayer community known as
Emmaus House in Edmonton, but due to the big city
surroundings, found that peace and solitude would be
better found in a rural setting.
Mary Jo claimed an old abandoned and vandalized
nurses’ residence and had it moved up on a hillside.
Always being led by God and supported totally by His
Providence, the Way of Holiness Prayer Retreat came
into being.

It is referred to by John Paul II students as the Hinton
Retreat House. Through the goodness of God, Mary Jo’s
hard work and that of many other supporters, this world
has a Holy Sanctuary to escape to surrounded by God’s
majestic beauty and grandeur.
John Connelly, past associate director of our Bible School
called Mary Jo ‘a great woman of faith who lived an ex
traordinary life and was a witness to all of us of the power
of faith.’ Mary Jo herself said, “ The only thing I had
going for me was that I knew the Lord.”
We are all thankful for her steadfast faithfulness in fol
lowing the Lord and we can be inspired by her life to do
the same ourselves. Mary Jo Cassidy passed away August
25, 1999 at the age of 76.

* Excerpts for this article were taken from, “Mary Jo Cassidy promoted contemplative life”, by Glen Argan
September 6, 1999 edition, Western Catholic Reporter. Used with permission.
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Keep An Eye Out

on the

HINTON
RETREAT
T

his week has been a rediscovering of God in my life.
I’m learning that I need to trust in God more and that
He looks out for me.
Inspired by John 3:10 I have really made more of a con
scious effort to love those I find difficult to spend more
time with. I have become truly thankful that God has given
me such an amazing opportunity to love my remarkable
brothers and sisters in Christ in our community.
I know to a greater extent now that we have been shown
this love by our heavenly Father so that we may better
know the love of God we are to share with all of God’s
people throughout the world. When our time at JPII ends
we must strive in Christ with our Holy Mother to ensure
this love of holy fellowship.

This is a new addition to our newsletter.
Here you will find information on
Upcoming Events and Points of Interest.
Keep An Eye Out for:

THE 2008 ADVENT CALENDARS
the Knights of Columbus Councils will be
promoting as a fundraiser for JPII.

k
FALL FUNDRAISER

WINE TASTING EVENING
Come and enjoy a lovely evening of fun and
education. Sample 7 wines: 3 red and 4
white. Learn about wines through sight,
bouquet and taste. Possibilities of a Silent
Auction, with the opportunity to purchase
Christian Art.

Adam Urkow

O

nce we finally arrived at the Way of Holiness Re
treat House, all of us although tired from the 5
hour drive were excited to see what adventures awaited
us.
After supper we began praising God and dancing around
just enjoying each others company and most of all prais
ing our Lord. This set the mood for the rest of the week.
Our week was filled with trips to Jasper, hikes, shop
ping and classes each bringing us closer to God and to
each other. For me, classes gave me insight of the Bible
I’ve never had before. I loved hearing about the books
in the Bible from a different perspective each time. All
in all I loved Hinton and think it was a great experi
ence, and a great bonding time for the class.
Thank you and God Bless
Naquita Williams
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T

his week at Hinton was such an amazing bless
ing in my life. Since coming back to John Paul
II Bible School after Christmas, I really struggled and
was feeling so very overwhelmed. But God has given
me the graces I need
to continue on, and
Hinton has brought
me peace and hope
that the desert I was
experiencing will
soon be over. I think the beauty of the mountains, the
sunshine and just the building itself, reminds me of
how awesome and gorgeous God is. The Lord has
really spoken to me through nature this past week,

and I feel a closer bond with my classmates.
Since going, I’ve found the Bible come alive. I really thirst
to read it and pray through it. It really does amaze me how
much I took in from all the Bible presentations. The word
of God just penetrated
through me and I love it so
much now! Praise the
Lord! I just praise God for
the week and give all the
glory to Him. He had defi
nitely planted new seeds in my heart and has given me a
new hope and a new vision. I’m learning how to put all my
faith in God, and trust in His perfect timing. I just thank
and praise God!
Marie Robin

The word of God just
penetrated through me

T

back in Radway (except
maybe Marie). The “ex
tracurricular” activity I
probably liked best
though would have to be
sledding. It was the first
time I’ve gone sledding
this winter and it was so
much fun, I’d almost for
gotten how much I liked
it. Over all I found this
week very relaxing and
a lot of fun. Thank you
so much for bringing us
here.
Karen Beloin

T

My favorite activity was improv in the living room. It was
so much fun! I also liked the sleep in to 7:30 though I’m still
not sleeping well. It helped a little to keep me rested.
Our trip into Jasper was amazing I felt more freedom and
like I was really on a trip
with friends not a class.
Our presentations were
good and gave us a mo
ment to shine. And the set
ting, so relaxed it made it nonstressful. Overall the trip was
awesome. I learnt most from the prayer team. It reminded
me so much of band trips and brought back a lot of memo
ries. I’m very glad we came and I’d do it again anytime.

his week was
amazing. It was
what I needed, and what
I think everyone needed
to refresh and rejuvenate
them. Jasper is amaz
ing; the scenery really
reflects God’s amazing
beauty and power. I also
went shopping in
Hinton with Jess, Marie,
Rosie, Cat and Curtis
and it was nice to just
hang out with them; it’s
not a group that I’ve
spent a lot of time with

his week has definitely been different from the
rest of Bible School. I enjoyed being able to be
come close to different people. I found new friend
ships with students that I had difficulty with . I found
old friends who live in
the area who helped
me feel confident. I
was able to be more
myself and gained re
spect and acknowledgment. I liked the roommate
switch. It gave me a chance to really get to know
another student with whom we had left off at the be
ginning of the year and hadn’t really bonded again
after.

I was able to be more myself
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Michelle Rondeau

I

t was nice to come here to Hinton. Just because I was here at Hinton it didn’t mean everything would be happy,
happy, joy, joy. There was a great pain that was there for me. But God helped me confront it. I went straight to
God and cried. And that’s where I wrote a prayer/poem about tears. I loved it. It summed up this whole week. I
was also able to see how God had blessed me in the past and I was able to forgive some people and I am able to cope
with things better now.
Thank you God for inspiring Kilian to take us here to Hinton. It’s been a real growing experience and it will be one
of the treasures of my memory. I will then give it up to God to glorify Him and His plan.
Katie Madden

Joan and Jen  smiles for the camera

Permanent Position

John Paul II Catholic Bible School

Associate Director
Duties will include:
wSetting Budget
wArranging Schedules
wStaff Supervision

Qualifications:
John Paul II Catholic Bible School Alumni
preferred
Strong Computer Skills an asset
Submit resume to:
Kilian O’Donovan, Director
John Paul II Catholic Bible School
P.O. Box 99
Radway, AB T0A 2V0
kilian_odonovan@jpii.net
Starting Date: August 1, 2008

Marie enjoying the mountain air

T

his week at Hinton was good at times and
at others was not so good. I did like to sit around
in the lounge and listen to the rest of the students
speak and teach about their books of the Bible. Since
our community was in a different setting than back
at Radway, I don’t think that people acted like them
selves. Things were different in a way. But every
thing worked out well and I had an awesome time. I
loved to be outside hiking and tobogganing. Doing
whatever we wanted on Saturday, going into Jasper,
was quite a treat. I really like being able to go into
town in the afternoons during the week. This place
has been so great and relaxing to me. I can feel the
spirituality here. The Chapel didn’t feel the same
though because we couldn’t have Mass or Exposi
tion of the Blessed Sacrament.
Curtis Arvay
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B

eing able to come to the mountains and this
peaceful retreat house with my class has
brought us so much closer together, as we were able
to explore the woods and the town of Hinton. Be
ing so close to the mountains we were able to have
a day snowboarding as a class, exploring in Jasper
and just bond more as a class. I feel that the week
has rejuvenated our class making it possible for us
to continue the rest of the year with each other be
cause we all feel so fresh. Being in the peaceful
serenity of the mountains alone has replenished my
prayer life and brought me so much closer to God.
One night I put a light up boom box in my room
and shut off all the lights and all the girls came and
danced in my room  that was my favorite part.
Jessica Bourke

T

his week in Hinton has been really good for me. I love the mountains. God has always been really present to me
in nature and I feel almost as if I am getting to know another aspect of Him better with the beauty and majesty of
the mountains all around me. I loved presenting my Bible Book. I felt so natural up there, after the first five minutes.
Praise the Lord! All the presentations were so well done. They were one of my favorite parts of this week.
Sarah Downey

T

his week at Hinton was a wonderful experience for
me. I found that we all bonded a lot together by
getting to know each other alot more. This week was
very relaxing and worth while. It helped me a lot by
getting to know each book of the Bible in a deeper way.
There were some parts of the week that were challeng
ing but I found by persevering through it made a big
difference.
It was nice to have a change of scenery and by getting a
break from the Bible School I found a big difference
with everyone because the whole community spent a
lot of time together by doing different activities etc.
My overall opinion of this week was very enjoyable
and worthwhile.
Rosie Brennan

Smiles and hugs  Adèle and Rosie
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T

his time was to really make us all grow in love for God and each other. This can take many different forms, my
way wasn’t the only way it could be accomplished. So I learned to surrender my expectations and what I
thought was best in order for God to really accomplish His will in this week. This week God really did some
amazing things. He made us stronger in faith, love for Him and love for each other.
There were times of spontaneous praise and worship, times of sitting and relaxing by the fire, not really talking just
enjoying each others presence. Times of struggles where we all joined hands in prayer and times alone in the
Chapel, silently struggling or praying for others.
In the end I say my expectations were definitely met and surpassed. Not necessarily in the way I wanted but in a way
where the community was really uplifted. I’ve seen so much joy and contentment among everyone. It really has
been a week I am going to cherish and always remember.
Kristen Boskill

B

eing roomed with Jessica was such a kick
butt blessing from God, I think it had the big
gest impact on my week. Good impact!
Going to Jasper was pretty cool, too! To see the
mountains in real life was totally thumbs up. And
all the trees! I never really took time to see God
in nature but this week it was kind of hard not to.
To sing praise and worship songs about moun
tains when you’ve never seen them is kinda hard
but when those mountains are right in front of your
face man it’s a totally different story. I loved go
ing to Mass. I love it more when Mass is out of
the School. .. don’t ask why. But that night with
Adoration was so nice too.
Being close to a town is cool because then you
get to go out with your classmates and see how
they are out in the world … a before taste of Out
reach.
Catherine Jeanson

Cat enjoying the sun on the deck at Way of Holiness

F

oremost, and I think most important, was the
class presentation of the Books and Letters of
the New and Old Testaments.
On my return to my faith and I believe for a number
of my Catholic classmates this was an opportunity
for a new awareness or even a reawakening with
and in God and our Lord Jesus Christ.
I had been floundering in getting a good, solid, spiri
tual grasp on a lot of things Catholic, Christian,
spiritually and Biblically. It all came together for
me this week. The class not only taught me but
took the time to help me understand from my many
questions and statements as to how God and Jesus
Christ teach and move in our lives. My spiritual
life and my love for God Almighty and Jesus Christ
grew so much in this time as I know it did for oth
ers.
Bob Miller
Kristen and Jessica  did we mention that Jess
doesn’t usually wear glasses?
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U

pon arriving in Hinton I was overwhelmed by
the vastness
of the moun
tains. It was just
breath taking. The
Hinton Retreat Center:
wo w what a nice,
warm little, inviting
place to be. A place I
could see myself living
in cause it is so beauti
ful. The weekend be
fore class started I got
the opportunity to go
skiing. Wow that was
amazing. Mountains
galore and what an
adrenaline rush, this

was the first time I was ever on a mountain skiing. On
Wednesday night I
got to see a lunar
eclipse; it was awe
some! I really would
like to thank God
over and over again
for all the scenery He
gave me this week.
The only thing I am
disappointed in is the
fact we have to go
back home and we
don’t get t o st ay
longer. Other than
that it was heavenly!
Thank God!
Réal Lavoie

Graham and Réal  brave men of the mountain

M

y time in Hinton was a struggle and yet it was fun. I enjoyed the visit with Helen and ma tante Valerie. Ma
tante showed me around the Hinton area. My favorite trip was in Jasper. I had the chance to see the beautiful
mountains on this side. For the rest of my time here I was struggling with stuff that I will take to prayer journey. I
offered most of it to God in the Chapel. It was nice to have the chance to do some of the things we couldn’t do back
in Radway, swimming, sledding and hiking. I love it here, it is absolutely beautiful.
Adèle LeBlanc

D

uring this time of Lent we observe a time of remem
brance of the forty
days Christ spent in the
desert fasting.
This week was much
like us going into the
desert of Hinton, spend
ing hours in prayer,
hours in the Scripture.
It is the fruit of the
desert.
I have learnt so much
about myself in this
time out here. With the
schedule a little more
open I was able to re
ally have “freetime” to
be in prayer. I’m so thankful for the “Bible Book” pre

sentations. It permits me to recognize that it is possible
to make sense of
Scripture and it is
so great to know
that other people
can, too.
Also my friend
ships with the stu
dents and staff
have really flour
ished because of
the environment
change.
I am very thankful
for this time and I
also believe that it
is a very important
part of the curriculum.
Chris Roderick

Katie, Chris, Michelle, Michael, Marie, Erika, Bob, Cat and Kristen  dining out!
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G

od has graced me with rest this week. To be able to come to a “slower paced environment” out of everyday
and relax with the class; getting to know them better in the process has been awesome. Being able to bond
with this class was a real treat, something that is more difficult to do in Radway at this time in the year because we
tend to get in a groove and comfortable. Being brought into this place full of beauty and possibility for exploration
I think has really brought the class together again.
For an extrovert like me a change of pace is often better than alone time and so this week was well received
and appreciated.
LiseAnne Amyotte
2nd Year Student

M

y week at Hinton has been a great one for me I found out this week how truly blessed I am to have God
because it was a
put me in t he
change of scenery. I
same class with
really felt I understood
my classmates.
who God was a little
Aft er knowing
better because of the
everyone for the
mountains. The moun
amount of time
tains showed me that
that I’ve known
they have power and
them, I know
strength and can be
that, yeah, I may
full of grace and be
be a pain in the
peaceful. In other
butt at times, but
words you can’t beat
I would do any
them. It just shows
thing for them.
how weak and small I
I love them like
really am because it
brothers and sis
says somewhere in
ters and I pray
Scripture that even the
that they love me
mountains bow down to God.
the same way.
Sarah on the sledding hill...yep, that’s a lot of air lift!
Micheal Debusschere

T

hank you God for allowing me to go on this
retreat. At first I didn’t want to go because I
wasn’t motivated to go. But, Kilian said I should
go and it’s the best part of the year, and he didn’t
want me to miss it. So I am happy that I went, I
thank Kilian but also God for this week happening.
I loved the environment, the house, Billy the dog,
the Chapel and the cozy fireplace. I love the trees
around campus and the view of the mountains! I
loved seeing the Church in Hinton, loved the Sta
tions of the Cross! And in Hinton the stores were
good, too! The recreation centre was awesome!
Especially with the class as a group who went swim
ming was fun! Bedrooms were cool. I’m just happy
I went; it’s one of the things I won’t forget.
Johnna Jayko
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Intercessors of the
Lamb Retreat
May 1316, 2008
Hinton Retreat House
Contact Gordon Foss at

780-865-4055
for more information.
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Is this the place for you?

Are you:

ef

v Questioning what to do with v Wondering about the beliefs
your life?
and teachings of the Catholic
v Wondering what God‛s Plan is
Church?
v Searching for your vocation?
for you?
v Searching for the freedom
v Searching for God our
Father, Jesus and the Holy
only knowing and trusting in the
Spirit?
Lord can give you?
v Trying to slow down your fast v Wanting to make new friends,
pace, but can‛t seem to get
with friendships that will last
off the treadmill of life?
a lifetime?
v Looking for peace?
v Looking for a year off after
v Wanting to learn how to
high school to strengthen and
pray?
steep yourself in faith?
v Wanting to deepen your faith v Single, Married, Divorced,
and spend a year learning,
Widowed
v 18 years or older
loving and growing?
The John Paul II Catholic Bible School could be just the place for you!
Come, hear what the students themselves have to say!
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