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A WONDERFUL YEAR

A Word from the Director
What a wonderful year we
have had at the Bible School,
a year in which God is turning all things to good because
we love Him.
Certainly we’ve had some
trials, too. But didn’t our loving Saviour promise that we would? What a joy to count
all things as blessings because each and every day we are
called to follow our Master, to become more and more
like Him. Thank you Jesus, for such a golden opportunity! Our greatest joy of course was to graduate a class so
very loving, who I just know God intends to use mightily
in building up His Kingdom. They all left here this month
in a mixture of joy and sorrow; joy that they had accomplished so much in this very special year, sorrow because

they had to say goodbye to so many they had truly come
to know and love as their brothers and sisters in the family of God.
You, our sponsors and benefactors, thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for all you did for us in the past
year. Can I ask you to continue to bless us through the
summer? Our bills continue to find their way here in the
morning post. Our donations are down this year by 10%.
Can I appeal to your generous hearts and speak to you
once more of our financial needs? God has always met
those needs through your generosity. May He bless your
kindness a hundred-fold. You are in our prayers.
All our love and gratitude.

Safari Van
Due in large part to the efforts of John Boskill, we recently acquired a Chevy van. Many thanks,
John, for all your efforts on our behalf.
It will be a great vehicle for our work
of evangelization – helping to spread
the Good News.
A bit of JPII trivia:
Some of our vehicles
are older than the school!

Would you consider helping
us upgrade our fleet?
Call Ken @ 780-736-3833
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HI
HOW TO CONTACT US:
The John Paul II Bible School
Box 99
Radway, AB T0A - 2V0
780-736-3833 or online
at www.jpii.net

HE ALONE
Melinda Schenher

I marvel at the workings and the wonder of God. Last
year at this time, my bag was packed and I was headed to
Ottawa, ready to hear what the Lord wanted to say about
me and a vocation to religious life. Now, I’m packing my
office, and my room, and making plans to arrive in September to join the Servants of the Cross.
It has been such an amazing journey to work at John Paul
II Bible School. God has put me on the ‘extended’ Bible
School program where you don’t go out after one year, Director: Kilian and Associate Director: Melinda
Melinda served as Associate Director from Aug 2005 to June 2008
but rather your time is renewed for the next 5 to 7 years.
I’m blessed, because I’ve seen the Bible School from
many different angles – student, dorm mom, 2nd yr student, outreach coordinator, office manager, publications
assistant, web tech, fill-in cook, work team coordinator, weekend supervisor, teacher, and associate director.
These many perspectives help me to appreciate the fine
people that I work with. There is a lot to be done around
here, and many hands make light work!
Undeniably, there is a call that God has placed on my
This is a new addition to our newsletter.
life. My heart has been awakened to the possibility that
Here you will find information on
it could be a vocation as a religious sister. During the
Upcoming Events and Points of Interest.
midst of one of the most difficult moments this year, I
was blown over by the love that God has for me. I found
Keep An Eye Out for:
my heart responding to Him, “Lord, how can I spend my
life, except to love and serve You?” He has my Yes, and
my permission to use me and do with me what He will.
This will be our third annual gathering of
What does the path ahead hold for me? Simplify, simalumni for a bit of rest and retreat before the
plify, simplify! My goal is to garage sale and/or give
fall takes off. Mark your Calendar for
away most of my ‘stuff’ so that I am less tied to things
August 22nd & 23rd.
of this world, and more available to hear the Lord. The
Info will be posted to the website
first give-a-ways are the hardest, but after that it becomes
much easier. Often people will comment about a book
or something else of mine, and my next question will be,
“would you like to have it?” Other things are a bit harder
to give away – but all in His time, right?
FALL/NOVEMBER FUNDRAISER
I thank God for the chance to serve the students, staff,
benefactors and friends of JPII. I see God’s miracles acCome and enjoy a lovely evening of fun
complished not only in the lives of those around me, but
and education. Sample 7 wines: 3 red and 4
in my heart as well. I thank my parents for their supwhite. Learn about wines through sight, bouport, and their generosity, because I know how often they
quet and taste. Possibilities of a Silent Auchave given out of their poverty, and not their wealth. In
tion, with the opportunity to purchase
a special way, I also thank Kilian – for His love of God,
Christian Art.
and for seeing the abilities I have when I was unsure of
*Make it your staff Christmas Party!*
them.

Keep An Eye Out

Alumni R&R

R

WINE TASTING EVENING
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“Go into the world to
proclaim the Good News”
Outreach 2008
Joan Perrott
It is with both humility and gratitude that I write this message about Outreach 2008 at John Paul II Bible School. I
had the chance to converse with many wonderful teachers, pastoral assistants, priests and youth ministers over
the course of the year and I am inspired by their enthusiasm and encouraged by their faith.
A lot of effort by teachers and youth
ministers goes into preparing for the
retreats we facilitate. The hosts put
in many hours to make the day as
beneficial as possible for their young
people. It is really quite amazing
when it all comes together and we
hear about how the students were affected.
I would like to take this opportunity to say, THANK YOU! You are
all a blessing to JP II Bible School
and we are very happy to come and
accommodate you as best we can. I
wish I could take more credit, if you
know me at all you know that’s true!
The hard work is really done by the
team and the hosts.
Outreach began for us in the fall,
with a few dates in schools and parishes. When we have retreats this
early in the year, the students need
to get some training and practice in giving a testimony
and some practice in drama. We met a couple of times
with the “volunteers” and helped them prepare to tell
their stories.
Throughout the year, my job involves receiving the calls
from prospective hosts, making contact calls to areas
where we are able to do retreats, as well as making the
itinerary for May, and preparing the teams and arranging
billets for our days off. We spend two to three weeks preparing the teams for Outreach, which means giving them
practice writing and delivering talks, learning new dramas
and becoming familiar with the roles that are assigned
to each team member, i.e. van person, driver, games,
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drama, music, treasurer and journaller; not to mention
team leaders! Of course we must remember that the team
members are on a sharp learning curve once they are out
on the road! Each team member goes through some level
of transformation by being on an Outreach Team.
When they return at the end of May we
hear over and over again how much
they loved the kids and meeting all the
wonderful people that God put in their
paths.
This leads me to another big THANK
YOU to the many billet homes. You
are a huge part of Outreach and we
would not have a program without your
generosity and kindness.
Outreach is a blessing, as the students
go out and share what they have learned
during their year at JP II. They learn to
love each other and the Church. They
learn to serve; to pray and to worship.
The teams also learn that God has expectations for them to go and share what
they have learned.
We can use God the Father as our first
example of Outreach. He sent Jesus to
reveal Himself to us so we would know
Him more! Jesus in turn sent His disciples to the corners of the earth, so that
His love, and message of hope, would be made known.
As followers of Jesus, we also need to take time and go
into the world to proclaim the Good News:
We have a God who loves us—
A saviour, Jesus, who died for us—
And the Holy Spirit, sent to help us.
1 Tim 4:6-16

Pictured above: Karen, Jessica and Cat during team
training. Karen was guided by voice commands
through a ‘mine field’. That’s teamwork!
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A humourous look at a prospective student who wonders
about daily life at the John Paul II Bible School, played by
Graham, Shannon and Kristen.

Permanent Position

John Paul II Catholic Bible School

Associate Director

Johnna and Michael portraying the penitent and
Jesus: a powerful message of forgiveness

Duties will include:
Setting Budget
Arranging Schedules
Staff Supervision

Qualifications:
John Paul II Catholic Bible School Alumni
preferred
Strong Computer Skills an asset
Submit resume to:
Kilian O’Donovan, Director
John Paul II Catholic Bible School
P.O. Box 99
Radway, AB T0A 2V0
kilian_odonovan@jpii.net
Starting Date: August 1, 2008

Loretta and Debbie enjoy a moment
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Testimonials
Stepping Stones
Joan Harter
As I look back on my life since high school I realize just how lucky I’ve been in a lot of ways. The Lord
has blessed me with so many opportunities to learn and
grow in my faith through various Catholic youth groups
and retreats.
My faith journey first started when I became involved with a retreat group called TEC (Teens Encounter
Christ). On my first TEC I realized that I lacked a relationship with Christ and I wanted that relationship with Him.
This hunger for a relationship sent me seeking for anything
that would draw me closer to the true Christ Jesus.
Even after my first TEC I was still struggling with
some of the teachings of the Catholic Chruch. Through
TEC and also fellowship with several Catholic youth leaders involved with our parish, I was able to stay connected
with the Church I was questioning. Any questions I had
I was blessed enough to be able to approach these youth
leaders and find answers and encouragement instead of
criticism for not being able to understand the Catholic
faith.
Right after high school I started going out with a
group of young adults doing a mission on Fort Berthold
Indian Reservation. I was a leader for one of the first times
in my life teaching others about the Catholic faith. While
on mission I learned how to persevere through hard times
and what it means to sacrifice oneself for others.
When I went off to college I was lucky enough
to find out about DTS (Dead Theologians Society) while
on a College Age Retreat with young adults from all over
Wisconsin. Through DTS I started learning more about the
saints and about Mary. During meetings we would have a
reading and reflection on the saint for the week. Typically
the reading was some writing the saint wrote during his/
her lifetime or if that wasn’t available a short biography
was read about the saint. Week after week I was filled
with hope, joy and conviction from these readings on the
saints. I wanted to live my life like a saint!
Even with all these involvements in retreats and
youth groups I still struggled during all these years with
deciding for myself to be Catholic. When I realized that
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this was a faith I sincerely wanted to live out and learn
more about, I decided to attend John Paul II Bible School.
I wanted to dedicate a year of my life to the Lord, growing
in my Catholic faith.

My two years here have been a huge blessing. I have
learned so much about myself and in that, my relationship to Jesus.
I consider each of these groups that I have been
involved in my stepping stones to where I am today in my
faith. None of them would have been possible without the
dedicated priests, youth leaders, religious, and parishioners
and most important other youth that have been involved in
each group. I believe that groups like these are so essential
to our youth today. The youth need continued guidance
from good Catholic leaders who are able to encourage the
youth to seek out God’s truth in their lives, answer questions the youth are seeking answers to, and most of all be
examples of Christ in today’s world.

Testimonials

JPII Bible School: A life changing experience
Johnna Jayko

Coming to John Paul II Bible School is a life changing experience. One of the ways that the school has
helped me with through out the year, I realized I
have a true and real relationship with Jesus Christ.
Before I went to Bible School I recently converted to
the Catholic Faith that was a life changing experience
itself, but I also didn’t know how hard hearted I was.
Jesus Himself worked through the staff and teachers of
John Paul II Bible School. Like God the Father said: “I
shall give them a single heart and I shall put a new spirit
in them; I shall remove the heart of stone from their
bodies and give them a heart of flesh.” Ezekiel 11:19.
Just knowing that, just hearing that verse from the
Bible is so true, so amazing and unreal! One of
the many things that John Paul II Bible School
has taught me is becoming a Eucharistic Minister.
You see, I am from Nunavut and in Nunavut there are only
8 priests and a bishop serving communities of the territory, in my diocese. We don’t have a permanent priest in our
Church. A priest would only come into my community to

perform the sacraments of Marriage and Confessions and
the Bishop does Confirmations. The rest, a Eucharistic
Minister can do. It is so different at home compared to
southern Canada. On Sundays we celebrate Communion
Service not the Holy Mass, unless a priest is there. I really
encourage you to thank God that you have a priest in your
parish. When you have a priest go to Holy Mass much as
you can. God Himself gave us His one and only Son to
live in us to be with us. That is such a powerful gift from
God. I encourage you to look deeper into a relationship
to God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.
John Paul II Bible School has taught me and prepared me
to become a Eucharistic Minister. It is one of the ways that
God is calling me to be a disciple of Christ. You can become
a disciple of Christ; you are already a disciple of Christ.
Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wants to
be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and
take up his cross and follow Me.’ Matthew 16:24.
It’s not always easy to be a follower of Christ. You were
baptized with the Holy Spirit when you were a child.
Ask the Holy Spirit to help you, give you strength,
and give you courage, for guidance for help too.
In the Bible it says: ‘The Spirit of truth whom
the world can never accept since it neither
sees nor knows Him; but you know Him, because He is with you, He is in you.’ John 14:17.
Attending John Paul II Bible School will help you
so much on your journey of faith. The school will
help you in so many ways; it’s so amazing what
God has done for me in this past year. Thanks to
family, friends, sponsors, prayers, that God has allowed me to attend John Paul II Bible School. I encourage you to come and check it out. I am far from
home but, it was like my home away from home.
Pray for us, we’ll pray for you. Pray for more vocations
for Canada for the priests and the religious. “Always
be joyful, then, in the Lord; I repeat, be joyful. Let
your good sense be obvious to everybody. The Lord
is near. Never worry about anything; but tell God all
your desires of every kind in prayer and petition shot
through with gratitude, and the peace of God which
is beyond our understanding will guard your hearts
and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:4-7.
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Excerpt from Graduation
Address 2008
Kilian O’Donovan
From the very first moment, dear students that you
passed through the doors of John Paul II Bible School
you were told that Jesus Himself called you here. He
handpicked you and brought you to this place. He called
you by name. He could have called a thousand others,
but He didn’t. He called you. Why? Why did He do this?
What did He see about you that was so special? I believe it was because Jesus knew you would say yes. Jesus
knew your heart. He knew you would seek Him above
all things. That you were very, very serious about your
commitment to Him. One day when Jesus was talking to
His Apostles, He said a very strange thing. “The Kingdom of Heaven is violent, and the violent bear it away.”
What does that mean? It refers to those who are willing
to do violence to their own will, those who are willing to
surrender their own desire, their own idea for their life.
This takes a lot of courage. You are to be congratulated.
This is what God asks of those who would truly be His
disciples. “Die to yourself, pick up your cross and follow
Me.” During your year here, Jesus pursued you relentlessly with the same question, “Do you love Me?” Jesus
is a jealous lover who would settle for no half-hearted
answers. For Jesus, it was all or nothing. “Will you give
everything, especially and including, your own will?”
One by one, Jesus called each of you to surrender. To
go out into a desert place and face your own loneliness
of heart, your fears, your insecurities. There were days
when you wondered what you were doing here. Why
did you come? You wanted to run away. It was then that
you learned how to battle temptation as Jesus did. You
learned how to live firmly rooted in the Word of God. As
Jesus said to Satan, “Man does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”
You learned to use the Word of God as the sword of
truth. It was then that you clearly understood the command and the promise of Jesus: “Make my Word your
home and you shall come to know the truth and the
truth will make you free.” Day after day as you studied
the Scriptures and allowed your mind and your heart
to be transformed by truth. You became a living Bible.

“Dearly beloved, listen to Me. It is not by chance or accident that each one of you is here at this time, in this
place. I have chosen and called each of you to follow
Me. I have been molding and shaping you, for you have
heard my voice and come to Me. No, it is not by chance
or accident that you are here. This year is important for
Me and for you. I mean to form and mold you, to heal you
of all your fears, to give you courage and a boldness that
you have never had. You will become a new creation, the
living temple of My presence, for I want to shine through
you and bring many in darkness to Me through you. I
promise you miracles, signs and wonders if you remain
faithful in your love for Me and faithful in your love for

“Make my Word
your home and
you shall come to
know the truth
and the truth will
make you free.”

one another. You are to love Me and love one another. Put
your faith into active love. Cherish Me alone and love
one another. Fear not, my beloved, my Father and I and
the Holy Spirit are with you, we are in you, for you are
our beloved. Have courage, it will not be easy. There will
be some hard times for you, but know that I will never
abandon you. You will be changed and transformed more
and more into My image.
Remember beloved, love Me and love one another. You
I would like to conclude with a prophetic word that was are to be My hands, My feet, My eyes; yes, My Body in
given to the Bible School in 1984, the first year we opened. the world.”
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Presenting the 24th class to graduate from the John Paul II Bible School,
Back row: (left to right) Kristen Boskill, Karen Beloin, Michelle Rondeau, Johnna Jayko
Middle row: (left to right) Adam Urkow, Real Lavoie, Michael Debusschere, Chris Roderick, Curtis Arvay
Front row: (left to right) Katie Madden, Naquita Williams, Catherine Jeanson, Adele LeBlanc,
Sarah Downey, Marie Robin, Jessica Bourke

June
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HI

JPII Bible School connects with the world
at the International Eucharistic Congress
Hi there guys!

all over the world and heard the most amazing stories of
miracles. One lady travelled from Ireland with the relics
of St. Therese of Lisieux. She said for three months she
hugged the Saint in the morning and kissed her goodnight.
She is from a religious order and said the only condition
she could do this is if she could celebrate the Eucharist
every day. Some nights she would go to bed knowing
Mass was cancelled and would pray to her little Saint for
Mass the next day, and priests would walk off the street
to say Mass for her... where do I stop?! Amazing stuff
here. Tonight there is a Mass of Ordination for 7 priests
here in the Coliseum. Janelle from Legal is performing
tonight also. What an exhausting schedule! Tomorrow
after work we go to see St. Boniface Cathedral outside
town with Jen and Graham.
See you soon.

Just wanted to let you know all is well. It is amazing to
be here. If you want to follow everything on the internet,
just go to the website, ECQ.tv and you will be able to see
live coverage.
Last night we had a candlelight procession following the
Blessed Sacrament for 5 km. We ended up at the port
where Cartier came 400 years ago to plant the cross, not
the flag. It was amazing to walk through the city. There
were about 20,000 people in the procession that stretched
out 2 kilometres. It’s been very busy at the booth. I think
one family with adorable 4 children are interested in
coming. One young gal at the table tonight was almost
in tears, saying this was the calling for her. Her name
was Melissa. Many people 50 years and over are searching, and some couples are interested also. What an amazing place this is. I’ve seen and talked with people from Lots of love, Deb
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International
Eucharistic Congress
INTERVIEW WITH JEN & GRAHAM
What inspired you to attend the What did you have to go through were waiting for our plane to leave, we
International Eucharistic Congress to apply for the Eucharistic Con- had to wait for an hour and a half and
(IEC) ?
gress?
we saw a Bishop sitting in the airport
waiting too. And we just decided to
Jen: Well, I heard about it during Mass Jen: I had to fill out the application go over and talk to him and we spent
and all the times we prayed for it. And online. Also I had to apply to get host the hour and a half talking to him and a
I looked at it on the internet and I was families so that we had a place to stay priest who was with him. And for the
looking at the itinerary and
there. And then to get some money rest of the week anytime we saw him
all the different things that were go- so we could actually get there I wrote we would stop and talk to him and we
ing to happen and I thought it would letters to the Knights of Columbus for had lunch with him one day. Another
be really awesome and a really good donations and support to pay for it.
thing that was really cool was at the
way to continue on with
masses they had, all of the
my knowledge of the
bishops and cardinals would
Eucharist and learning
process in and the priests
about God.
would sit down along the
bottom of the rink area. EvGraham: When I was
erybody would be in their
working with CCO,
vestments. Just seeing all
it was our job for Imof the priests and bishops
pact! Vancouver with
and cardinals, it was just
the Knights to promote
incredible to see what a big
the IEC all over at all
thing I was apart of.
the churches. That was
And then too also just
one of the many assignmeeting all the people who
ments we had. We had
were there. Trying to speak
the opportunity to go
French and trying to comsee the Ark of the New
municate with them. TryJen, Bishop Wingle (St. Catherine’s, ON), Graham
Covenant they had going
ing to figure out where we
around and have adoration with them. Graham: Send out letters to ask for needed to go and when we needed to
So I got to know a lot about the IEC money and register. Work with our be there, and with that language barand what it was promoting. I wanted parents to get them to help us with rier. That was just really interesting.
to go to WYD, so I was kinda pick- flights and stuff. And then spiritually, Even though it was difficult and chaling one or the other. But then when praying every day for the Congress, lenging, it was really fun.
I came to Bible School I realized the and praying for myself to be open;
budget that I had made sense to go to not for what I want to get out of it, but
the IEC. As the year went on, it just whatever God had planned for me.
Graham:
became more and more… as soon as
Definitely the Mass, the Mass that we
I started going for it, everything fell What are three of your highlights had every day. It was amazing to
into place.
from the Eucharistic congress?
see hundreds and hundreds of priests,
And then I had someone to go with,
bishops and 7 or 8 cardinals that were
so that was cool.
Jen: One of them was while we there. And they were there every day
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dressed up in their vestments
and albs.
And just the faith that everyone
had there. You know, you can
go to a Sunday Mass or go to a
seminar or even like a retreat and
you know about half the people
there are on fire or actually
believe what you’re teaching.
But when you go to something
like the IEC, everybody that
made the choice to go there was
definitely the ‘hot’ Catholics,
not the lukewarm ones. It was
like being in a stadium full of
saints almost. People that actually believe in the presence of
Jesus. Seeing that and all the priests
and cardinals was one of the biggest
things.
As well, seeing the number of… we
didn’t see a lot of younger younger
kids, but definitely young adults and
a lot of older people and they really
were inspired by seeing us, so they
had a lot of good things to say for the
young people that were there. That
felt good too – to know that they’re
supporting us. They look at us as the
coming – the future church. But we’re
the church also today as well.
And seeing Old Quebec… learning
all about the Catholic roots of Canada
and North America. Learning all
about the first bishop.

How has the Eucharistic Congress
impacted your relationship with
Jesus in the Eucharist?

Graham: Definitely let me know that
He is.. at Bible School I really learned
a personal relationship, but going to
IEC I realized that there is a much
deeper, profound universal relationship that He has with the world and
how a lot of the speakers emphasized
that community and church is Eucha-

rist – in communion with Christ – and
that through so many means of like,
even if you don’t have the bread and
the wine to consecrate, your heart is
there to be with Christ, and it’s like we
heard a lot of stories like that. For me,
it’s really helped me believe that if I
am honestly seeking Christ that I am
going to find Him and if I don’t get
Him in the Eucharist, if I don’t receive
Him in that way, which is the ultimate
way, that He can still come to me
through the people around me. That
His body, Corpus Christi, is within
everyone – not in the same way as the
Eucharist, but He connects to all of us
– brings us together and unites us. It’s
the one thing that unites the Church.
If we wouldn’t have the Eucharist, we
wouldn’t have a Church.
Jen: I guess that one thing that I had
read before is that we thirst for the
Eucharist because we know that it’s
Jesus. Through this week, I just really
got hit hard with that.
Like the fact that it is Jesus in the
Eucharist and it really solidified that
part of my faith and really made me
realize what it means to thirst for the
Eucharist, and thirst for Jesus in the
Eucharist. Christ is truly present and
that’s our ultimate thing in life, and
that’s what we need the most. That’s

our top priority.

Closing thoughts?
Graham: It was definitely, even
though I wanted to go to WYD, I am
glad that I went to this. God really had
a lot of plans for this IEC and a whole
lot of blessings - like small things
that happened there that would take
forever to explain. Just little things
like that – God moments. Divine
appointments. You knew that you
were supposed to be there. God was
blessing each and every person there,
and you could see it. Even the people
working security, people on the streets
watching us and looking at us; the bus
drivers, everything to do with it.

When’s the next one?
Jen: 4 years
Graham: Ireland
Jen: 2012
Graham: going for sure

A special thanks to the Knights of
Columbus for their support of Graham and Jen and those who attended
the IEC.
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Accepting Applications for 2008-09

 Questioning what to do with

your life?

 Wondering what God‛s Plan is

for you?

 Wondering about the beliefs

and teachings of the Catholic
Church?

 Searching for your vocation?

 Searching for God our

 Searching for the freedom

 Trying to slow down your fast

 Wanting to make new friends,

 Looking for peace?

 Looking for a year off after

Father, Jesus and the Holy
Spirit?
pace, but can‛t seem to get
off the treadmill of life?

 Wanting to learn how to

pray?

 Wanting to deepen your faith

and spend a year learning,
loving and growing?

only knowing and trusting in
the Lord can give you?
with friendships that will last
a lifetime?

high school to strengthen and
steep yourself in faith?

 Single, Married, Divorced,

Widowed

 18 years or older

The John Paul II Catholic Bible School could be just the place for you!
12

Come live the Great Christian Adventure

