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A Blessed Christmas
Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say rejoice!
God is with us, Immanuel is born, the first born of all creation.
The child of Bethlehem, Jesus, the saviour of our race, is born for us.
With the angels we cry, “Glory to God in the highest and peace to men of good will.
With the shepherds we exult and praise God for all we have seen and heard.
We rejoice and delight with Simeon
as we behold the Light of the World and the Glory of Israel.
We declare with the priest Zechariah that indeed the Sun of Justice has come
to visit His people in mercy,
that He now shines on those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death
to guide our feet into the way of peace.
With Mary we treasure and ponder all these things
in our heart.
To all our Good News Messengers, to you our faithful and generous supporters, I want to extend our sincerest
thanks for all your kindness in the past year. On behalf of all the staff and students, our warmest
greetings for a blessed Christmas in union with the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph.
On the holiest of nights we ask that you be blessed with all His riches in glory!
Kilian O’Donovan, Director
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GOD’S NEW
MISSION
Goodbye to Ruth
By Angela Krol and Lorne Weiler

There you are sitting in a small cozy room
away from it all. Before you there sits a gentle
and motherly woman whose eyes are filled with
God’s love and peace. She encourages you to
open your heart and listen to the Holy Spirit as
she intercedes for you. The journey begins
through the dark, painful areas of your heart and
all the while this gentle woman helps you to in
vite The Divine Healer, Jesus, into each hurt.
Ruth Schafers is the prayer journey co
ordinator here at the John Paul II Bible School.
She came as a student in 2000 and returned in
2002 as prayer journey staff. In the past five
years a lot of healing and growth has come
through her ministry. Ruth herself has also jour
neyed through a lot of personal healing and she
has been a model of perseverance for those
around her. Ruth has been a great friend to us
and many others; actually we would consider her
family. She has made a warm and lasting im
pact on our lives. To us she has been a prayer
warrior, a friend, a sister, a mother, and even a
matchmaking landlord.
As some of you may already know in
Auckland, New Zealand they are modeling a
Bible School similar to John Paul II. God is us
ing resources from around the world for this new
school. Ruth has been called to be one of this
school’s associate directors. She will bring with
her many years of training and experience in
prayer journey and theophostics ministry. Ruth
will leave Canada at the end of December to pre
pare for the first semester of the Catholic Dis
cipleship College which will begin in February
2007.

God has a new mission for Ruth, new lives
to touch and a new path to tread.
We are all filled with great joy and sorrow
that God has this new path for Ruth.
Our thankful hearts will miss you dearly
Ruth. We will cherish the good times together, the
tears we have shared, the laughs we have had, and
the love we have for God. It is really hard to see
you go. You will always be in our prayers and I’m
sure we will meet again. We love you, Ruth.
The Teaching Schedule for the Bible School
Jan. 812
Jan. 1519
Jan. 2226
Jan. 29Feb. 2

Gospel of John
Fr. Terry Donahue
Pentateuch
Fr. Paul Moret
Book of Revelations Fr. Scott McCaig
Evangelization
& Discipleship in Matthew
Jim Murphy

Feb. 59
Feb. 1216
Feb. 1624
Feb. 26Mar. 2

Ecumenism
The Sacraments
Spring Break
Church History

Julien Hammond
Fr. Clair Watrin

Mar. 59
Mar. 1216

Peter Thompson

Mar. 1923
Mar. 2630

Heresies & Truth
Canon Law
& Marriage
Discernment
Bible Presentations

Fr. Fred Weisbeck
Sr. Chantelle Bonk
Students

April 24

Holy Week

John Connelly

Peter Thompson

Do you wish you had a better understanding of our faith?
Do you have a week to spend away from your work? Come
join us at JPII! For $50.00 per day or $225.00 per week,
you can experience the JPII community, taking in the teach
ings and meeting many interesting people.
Please phone ahead and book a spot! 7807363833
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Director’s
Message

Dear Brothers and
Sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ,
Advent is upon us when once again we cel
ebrate with joy the coming of Jesus, the God
Man, the baby of Bethlehem.
I am writing this message to express my sin
cerest thanks for the way you continue to sup
port us month in and month out. Every day at
Mass we bring all your intentions before the
throne of God the Father and ask in the name
of Jesus for His blessings on you and your fam
ily, especially during this Christmas season of
love and giving.
Then too, I want to share with you our joy in
the Holy Spirit. I want to tell you what has
become a high point of our week, the Thurs
day night prayer meeting. Our students come
dressed in their finest, a sign of their respect
and love for our Lord.
There are usually four parts to the meeting:
1) PRAISE: The leader of the prayer exhorts
all present to forget about themselves and their
own concerns, to focus completely on Jesus. He
reminds them of the words of Saint Paul, “We
are created for the praise of God’s glory!” For
the next hour we praise God for Himself alone
and not for what we want to get from Him.
God indeed makes His presence felt among us.
We experience the reality of the promise in
Psalm 47:5, “God mounts His throne amidst
the praises of His people.” The music minister
has a very important part in this. He encour
ages all present to join in heartfelt praise.
The praise can be in song, or in a special lan
guage endowed by the Holy Spirit.

Sometimes moments of silence can be charged
with the grandeur of God, as when the twenty
four elders threw their crowns down before the
throne of God,
“There was silence in Heaven for half an hour.”
It is in such moments of profound adoration that
we expect to hear the anointed word of God. As
Jesus said in John 10:3, “My sheep hear my
voice.”
2) TESTIMONY: The leader then invites a pre
assigned personal testimony to be shared with
all. This is invariably accompanied by a pow
erful anointing from the Holy Spirit who testi
fies to our spirits of the great deeds of God. As
Revelations 12:11 proclaims, “They overcame
the world by the blood of the lamb and the word
of their testimony.”
3) PETITION: After an inspiring talk we break
into small groups of four and pray for one
another’s intentions and for those who have
been recommended to our prayer.
4) THANKSGIVING: Since Scripture tells us
to ask with thanksgiving in our hearts, we con
clude the prayer meeting thanking God in word
and song for all he has done. Blessed be the
holy name of Jesus — now and forever!
Dear friends, every Thursday evening at 7:30
pm we invite you to join with us in our sym
phony of praise to the living God.
Kilian O’Donovan
Director

HOW TO CONTACT US:
The John Paul II Bible School
Box 99
Radway, AB T0A‐2V0
780‐736‐3833 or online
at www.jpii.net
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Prayer Journey Announcement / Invitation
Week
By Anne Marie Thom
Prayer Journey is a rendezvous; it’s an adventure.
It’s a facetoface encounter with the Creator of the
Universe, (the One who loves us more than we could
ever imagine, and more than we know). God loves us
just the way we are, but He loves us too much to leave
us there.
Prayer Journey is a place where I can hand over my
own agenda, my will, and my life to God.
It will take a lifetime, as wounds will keep coming.
It is a journey to selfknowledge, selfacceptance and
healing. Through Prayer Journey, I will become more
loving, as I learn to love myself and learn to love God.
The goal of Prayer Journey is not healing, but holi
ness which can be achieved through healing. “Dear
Jesus, I have a problem . . . It’s me!” “Dear Child, I
have an answer . . . It’s me!”
The journey involves forgiveness (of self and others),
repentance, and selfacceptance. Often we respond
to a word, circumstance, or situation and make a judg
ment or vow. In Prayer Journey, we trace our
behaviour back to its conception, bring God into the
situation, and ask Him to show us the truth. We need
to repent of the lies we have believed and forgive (with
God’s help) those who have hurt us. We need to turn
over our perception of what happened, turn over our
pain, put it on the Cross, and allow God to heal.

Catherine Marie Fletcher
&
Peter Damian van Kampen

together with their parents are pleased to invite
you to witness their celebration of the Sacra
ment of Marriage on December 30th, at one
o’clock in the afternoon at St. Philip’s Parish, 1904
Munroe Street, Saskatoon
We would also be delighted if you could join us
for a potluck dinner and dance at St. Joseph’s
parish hall 1006 Broadway Avenue
Cocktails  5:30 p.m.
Dinner & Program  6 p.m.
Dance  8 p.m.
RSVP
iamnotcathy@yahoo.ca
Type in our names to check out our ‘wedsite’ and
find many more details about our wedding at
www.theknot.com

Merry Christmas!

Through Prayer Journey, God will change our heart
of stone to a heart of flesh.

“The gift of Prayer Journey . . . is the bridge that
allows one to heal, to atone and to be free to live the
truth of who we really are, as the precious creation of
almighty God.” – Ruth Schafers
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A limited number of copies of our
Christmas CD, Songs of the Shepherds,
from last year are still available. These
will make a wonderful gift for your
friends and family! Only $15.00 each.
Call Tara at 7807363833 to purchase.

Burden Bearing Ceremony
by Jeanette Brodner
Going back to Prayer Journey week, we learned about
various hard topics, like shame, guilt, generational sin
and burdens. We were all told to go outside and find
something that represents our burdens. We all chose
something different, like leaves, logs, styrofoam
chunks, weights, bricks and rocks.
I chose a nice big rock and brought it back to the class
room. It was only there that we found out that we had
to carry our burdens with us everywhere, for the rest
of the day and the next day as well. In my case, I had
to lug around a huge rock everywhere, even to the bath
room. I had never been more aware of how much dam
age our burdens actually do to us, and so often we aren’t
even aware of it. The weight was so real, and it af
fected everything I did. Saturday night we finally got
to lay down our burdens. We placed them at the foot
of the cross and surrendered them to Jesus. I was sur
prised to find that I didn’t want to surrender my bur
den. I had become attached to my burden, to that huge
rock, as strange as it sounds. My rock was comforting
in an odd way.
The thing to realize is that sometimes we become at
tached to our burdens, and sometimes we use our bur
dens to comfort us. When I did finally surrender,
I experienced freedom. The joy that comes from sur
rendering is awesome. When the burden burning cer
emony was over, we partied and shared our experi
ences. It was so uplifting, and nothing can beat BSA
(Bible School Appropriate) dancing!

Fundraising Campaign
John Paul II Bible School is in the throes of a major
fundraising campaign.
The campaign is not only to help with our every day
needs at the school, but also to build a capital fund
so we can start renovating and expanding our cam
pus. The first major project we want to undertake is
the renovation and restoration of our kitchen. To help
us with this promotional campaign, we are develop
ing a six minute DVD video.
We hope to have all materials ready for distribution
in January 2007. If you want to know more about our
school, you can visit us at our website: www.jpii.net

Joan hard at work doing the dishes

The Joys of Chore
Time

by Jen Kouwenhoven

Listen... can you hear the clanging of dishes, whirling
of vacuums, flushing of toilets, cutting of veggies, and
beautiful singing filling the air?
It’s chore time at the Bible School! Every day
after lunch (dinner) we drag out the buckets, mops,
vacuums and bleach, stack chairs, start the sterilizer
and scrub the school from top to bottom. We have
come to accept it as a time to work together to better
our community and serve each other. Chore time has
helped us to put into practice praising God in every
thing we do, even when we’re cleaning toilets. Every
one here knows that singing makes the job go faster,
so it’s not uncommon to hear beautiful music coming
from the dish pit.
We have cool chore names: Living Waters
(dishes), Cleansers and Purifiers (clean toilets among
other things), Daily Bread (food prep. my favourite!),
Caregivers (dumps compost and does recycling among
other things), and Servants (scrapes plates, says grace,
and lots of other stuff). On a good day, a Servant can
be done in twenty minutes, but someone who’s on Daily
Bread can expect to be there chopping veggies and
baking until 2:30 p.m. Either way, there’s always fun
to be had, like racing to mop the floor, blowing bub
bles with dish soap, having soap fights in the dish pit,
cutting up veggies, or jumping in leaves that we just
raked.
The school would be a mess if we didn’t do the
chores, and really it has taught us a lot. Most of all, to
praise God in everything we do.
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God Fills the Desires of our
Hearts

by Stephanie Koch
Woman’s Dorm Coordinator

I can remember it as if it were yesterday. I was
ten years old, sitting in a chair at a prayer meet
ing in North Battleford, Saskatchewan.
My parents had been taking me with them to
prayer meetings since I was 3 years old, so it was
a familiar thing to me, but this particular night, I
was paying special attention to what was being
said.
It was time for intercessions, when people from
the group voiced their prayer requests. Two of
the men prayed for their daughters who were at
the John Paul II Bible School in Radway, AB.
I remember at that moment, my heart gave a
leap and I said to myself, “ I am going to go to
that Bible School when I grow up.”
In that moment, I just knew that I was going to
go to John Paul II Bible School and not only did I
know, but deep in my heart, I felt an intense de
sire to go, almost like a painful longing.
That moment came and went, but the desire to
go to Bible School only increased. When I was 14
years old, I met an outreach team that came from
Radway called ‘Behold the Lamb’. The young
people on that team were so on fire with Jesus
that they deeply inspired me and my desire to
goto Bible School only increased. I talked about
Bible School, dreamed about Bible School, read
most of the articles in the Good News Messen
ger we got a couple times per year, and longed
with eager expectancy for the day when I could
be a student.
When I was 18 years old, I discovered that I not
only had a desire to be a student at the John Paul
II Bible School, but that I also really desired to be
a dorm mom for the students there.
Finally, after many years of waiting, the Lord
called me to attend Bible School when I was 20
years old. I remember my first day as a student;
it felt like I was dreaming, and I was so full of
joy! My year at Bible School was life changing.
It was all I had dreamed it would be and much
more. I came away in June feeling like a totally
different and freer person. However, the desire
to be dorm mom still burned strongly in my
heart, and I even approached the directors about
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it. God had other plans, though. He had some
training ground for me to walk through first. I
ended up going to live at a discernment house in
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan for a year. The follow
ing year I lived in a small community called Our
Sacred Mission, being a nanny to six small chil
dren. God taught me a lot in those two years away
from Bible School. I especially learned to be flex
ible when following Jesus and to be ready for
surprises.
Well, I got a surprise this past April when I again
felt the stirrings of my heart to be a dorm mom at
the Bible School. By this time, I had let go of the
long ago feeling to become a religious sister and
enter a convent.
God’s ways are not our ways, and through a se
ries of events, the director of the Bible School ap
proached me and asked if I would come back on
staff the next Fall. So, I ended up applying and a
couple months later, was accepted as the dorm
mom for the upcoming year. When I received
that phone call, peace and joy flooded my soul. I
am dorm mom to 19 beautiful women and I love
each one of them so much. Since I was a little girl,
I always wanted 100 children! I guess God is an
swering that prayer by giving me 19 spiritual
daughters all at once! The ways I have been
blessed by these women are too numerous to tell.
One thing I know for sure is that each of the
women here are showing me the face of God in
their own uniqueness and beauty. It feels like I
am living the dream and desire of my heart and I
am convinced that the Lord does grant us the
desires of our hearts.

Women’s Dorm Coordinator Stephanie Koch
(front, seated next to brother Roland) and family.

Ten Ways to Battle the Bible School
Bulge
By Stephanie Langevin
I’ve been hearing a lot about the dreaded “Bible
School Bulge”. I know for myself that gaining weight
seems to be very easy. So, I set a goal for myself this
year not to gain weight but to actually lose weight
while I’m here. With God’s grace and each other’s
support, I know this is possible. Maybe this can be
the first year the wrath of the Bible School Bulge isn’t
unleashed. As mentioned in 1 Corinthians 3:1617
“Do you know that you are God’s temple and that
God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s
temple, God will destroy that person for God’s temple
is holy, and you are that temple”.
Here are some suggestions I try to keep in mind daily.
1. Do at least 30 minutes of physical activity a
day; jump in the leaves, go for a walk/run,
work out at the gym, play in the snow,
participate in Stephy’s evening ab/stretch
class, etc.
2. Drink 8 glasses (2L) of water per day. An
easy way to do this is to carry a 1 litre
plastic water bottle around and drink one in
the morning and one in the afternoon.
Water is a good way to eliminate the ‘hun
ger pains’ between healthy snacks and
meals.
3. Limit portion sizes. Stick to portion sizes
no bigger than the palm of your hand. Eat
to live, not live to eat. “In everything you
do be moderate, and no sickness will
overtake you”. Sirach 31:22
4. Eat plenty of fruits and veggies at mealtime
and for midmorning and afternoon snacks.
Veggies are good for vitamins, and to help
digest food. Make them the focus of the
meal. This is where you can cheat on
portion size.

5. Carbohydrates are important brain food, but
make sure it isn’t the main part of every meal.
For example, for breakfast have hot/cold
cereal and fruit instead of toast.
Healthier choices can be made by picking
high fibre cereals. For lunch, have soup and
salad instead of noodles and sandwiches, etc.
For supper, stick to meat and veggies if
possible, or include potatoes/noodles, but
decrease portion size.
6. Limit greasy or processed foods. We have a
choice at the buffet table. Everything looks
so good, but remember food is there to give
us energy, not solely to pleasure our taste
buds. We don’t need to sample everything.
We will survive and not miss out if we don’t
have the oildrenched potatoes. “For not
everything is good for everyone, and not
every person enjoys everything. Do not have
an insatiable appetite for any luxury, and do
not eat without restraint”. Sirach 37: 28 & 29.
7. Limit the amount of sauces/creamy dressings/
ketchup and juices. These are all very con
centrated and contain a lot of salt, sugar and/
or fat. For example – 4 tbsp. of orange juice
contains 120 calories, which takes a 20
minute run to burn off. “My child, test
yourself while you live, see what is bad for
you and do not give in to it”. Sirach 37:27
8. Treat ourselves once a week. Maybe a prayer
meeting treat instead of going to Baba’s/Fil’s
multiple times per week for candy, pop and
chips. I’m sure before Bible School we all
weren’t eating this much junk food!
9. Take a multivitamin daily to make up for
nutrients we may not be getting out of the
food.
10. Pray in the Chapel when we feel bored and
want to eat. Ask the Lord for strength to not
be a slave to food.
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JPII Alumni in Scotland
by Kevin Lynch
In 2002 Kevin Lynch and Sarah Brown, two alumni of
the John Paul II Bible School, went to Scotland to help
Canon William Fraser start a youth evangelization team
and a school of evangelization similar to JPII. The youth
team was established immediately and called Living
Water Ministry. Over the last five years twelve alumni
have participated in this ministry, six members stay
ing on for at least a second year. Other team members
have come from Australia, Ghana, Scotland and the
U.S.A.
Living Water Ministry leads retreats in schools, par
ishes and other groups all over Scotland. Over the first
four years the team averaged 160 retreats ministering
to some 9,500 participants each year.
After three years in the small village of Taynuilt, Scot
land at The Visitation Chapel House, we were asked
to Saltcoats, on the west coast. In 2005 the team moved
here where we occupy a large chapel house attached
to St. Brendan’s Church. In addition to continuing re
treat ministry across Scotland, Living Water members
do chaplaincy work with 1,500 students at two local
secondary schools. We participate in as many extra
curricular activities as possible building relationships
with the students and visiting with them as often as
possible.
There is much to do. Many young people here are not
sure whether or not they believe in God, so the team’s
first task is to explore this with them, and encourage
everyone to think about whether it’s important for them
to know God, and ask Him to reveal Himself. Once
this groundwork has been laid, it is possible to move
on to the message of the Gospel. Jesus took time to
meet people (the woman at the well) before sharing
the message of God’s love and forgiveness with them.
Living Water Ministry does the same. In our local area,
this means meeting young people where they are.
Additionally we organize a weekly youth Mass, youth
group, and music ministry.
This provides plenty of opportunity to engage with
young people at the parish level. We help them to par
ticipate in the liturgical life of the parish through mu
sic, composition, reading, drama, IT presentations and
more. The youth evening which follows Mass offer a
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Living Water Community with 6 JPII Alumni
LR
Top row: Kevin Lynch, (1996), Jessica Williams
(2005), Fr. Bill Fraser, Maure Kennedy (USA),
Bottom: Sarah Brown (2000), Amanda Gervais (2004),
Valerie MacFarlane (2004), Jenna Power (2005)

chance to continue exploring the theme of the day’s
Gospel. Games, discussion, and a whole range of ac
tivities make this a place of fun and learning, and a
place to form good friendships. Our home has also
become a place where youth regularly drop in to hang
out. This is a great adventure where we get to do hands
 on ministry, where we are blessed to see some fruit
of our efforts and experience community with others
young adults from around the world.
Since 2002 we have also been assisting a group in Ire
land establish a school of evangelization similar to JPII.
With the blessing of the Bishop of Tuam, it opened in
Knock, County Mayo this year with 20 students. We
are so privileged to be part of this and the team will
visit next year to help them train for Outreach.
The establishment of a school in Scotland is proceed
ing with a presentation to the Bishops of Scotland late
this year. Please keep this in your prayer.
Each year we recruit young adults aged 18 to 25 from
around the world to come and spend 10 months, from
September through June, living in community and shar
ing the Gospel message. If you or someone you know
may be interested, please contact us through our web
site at www.livingwaterministry.org.uk .

Lectio Divina:
“My Kingdom
is not from this world”
by Tara Hurford
Being a second year student and the Secretary here at
John Paul II, I have the privilege of leading a small
group scripture study. Every Monday the students prac
tice lectio divina on the Gospel reading for the follow
ing Sunday, and we study them in our small groups on
Tuesday. For the first time this year, I had the privi
lege of attending the lectio divina led by Melinda
Schenher, our associate director.
This week’s Sunday gospel is from John 18; and when
Jesus speaks the sacred words, “My kingdom is not
from this world,” my spirit flutters and my heart quiv
ers. These words are eternal. They demonstrate what
Jesus says in the gospel of Mark, “Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away”
(13:32).
This passage shocks me into the realization that be
cause of my baptism and confirmation, I am no longer
from this world. My inheritance is in His kingdom.
Because of this, I cannot act as if I belong to this world.
Over the past year and a half, Bible School has been
teaching me this, but the passage bestows both respon
sibility and excitement.
My life must demonstrate that I am not from this world,
that I come from the Kingdom of selfsacrificial love.
This is a high calling; it is a hard calling. I deeply
desire to bring others into His kingdom. The way I
live my life must cause others to take a look at their
lives, and desire the type of freedom that I have. This
mission that Jesus placed on my heart in the passage,
“My kingdom is not from this world,” is not one that I
desire to live out in condescension, but rather in thanks
giving.
My words are not sufficient to describe my gratitude
to Him for what he has done in my life. It is an ongo
ing, a lifelong process, but my Jesus has set me free
from the bonds of so many wounds, lies, sins and so
much pain. I cannot help but turn and offer the same
type of healing to those who do not know Him. My
only prayer is that I can live up to this calling, this
responsibility, which I receive through the passage,
“My kingdom is not of this world.”

Don’t You Worry Baby
Song written by Cara Schaffrick
He lives his life to serve the broken
He gives his heart to heal the lost
And tells the words no one has
spoken
Takes on a cross without weighing the cost
But going on so long he fades
Trapped all the work, the system he made
Don’t you worry, baby, the sun is for you
All your tears have fallen
And they’ve graced the ground before you
You’ve paid your dues
So don’t worry ‘bout the price
You’ll find a place to lay your head
Don’t you worry, baby, we adore you.
A girl with joy from a spilling cup
Forgets to fill it and she falls upon her face
Ashamed of her sadness, she won’t look up
‘Cuz how can a child of God not smile in this
Holy place.
The heart has scars we’d never seen
Pain from places that we thought we’d been.
Don’t worry, baby, the sun is for you.
All your tears have fallen
And they’ve graced the ground before you.
You’ve paid your dues
So don’t worry ‘bout the price
You’ll find a place to lay your head
Don’t you worry, baby, we adore you.
It’s too much for you to take.
We weren’t ever meant to fake
the feelings that we have.

Don’t you worry baby,
I made the sun and stars for you
Your tears are falling
And they’re making you free
Come running to me
I paid your dues, when I lifted your cross.
Come live and love in my arms.
Don’t worry baby.
I delight, I DELIGHT in you.
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PURITY AND CHRISTIAN RELATIONSHIPS
without the power that is rightfully theirs.
– BEV HADLAND
By Anne Marie Thom
Bev was our first teacher after orientation week, and
her topic was purity. Here is a summary of her talks.
My body is like a vehicle – it is the temple of the Holy
Spirit. I do not take it with me when I die. MY BODY
IS NOT WHO I AM!! God designed me – moles and
all. Who am I to say He has created something imper
fect? I have to say: “God, I accept as a gift this body
you have given me.” I must be thankful for who I am.
God did not ordain every experience in my life, but He
allowed it to happen for my growth. I need to find out
what I can do and not focus on what I cannot do.
God made men and women equal but not identical.
Women have the position of influence, while men have
the position of power. The position of influence is
very powerful, but women have given up that position
in search of the position of power. This leaves men

There are five things that all men and women need:
God’s love, freedom, significance, recreation, and
peace with God. Other than that, we are very differ
ent. Women value reciprocal relationships and look at
faces. Men look for power and are visual/ spatial.
God designed us to come together as man and wife –
to give the gift of ourselves to each other in marriage.
The purpose of marriage is to glorify God and create
new life. Sex is meant to be a celebration of the Sacra
ment of marriage, but Satan can use our sexuality to
destroy our spirituality. Sex in a relationship before
marriage will blind you and deceive you.
For a happy marriage, the couple needs to be each
other’s best friends and be committed. In marriage,
we need Agape love (God’s love) and Filia love (friend
ship love). We also need Eros love (physical love),
which will come and go. But when a marriage is
worked on and problems worked through, Eros love
will never completely leave.

You know you’re at Bible
School when . . .
by Jen, Amber and Loralee
·
·
·
·
·

·
·

·
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You joke about bilocation
You go through a 4 kg tub of peanut
butter in a week
Stefan’s car is leaking coolant, and you
ask him if he wants to pray over it
You ask God to multiply your gas
You find yourself walking down the street
constantly thinking “That’s not BSA
(Bible School Appropriate)”
You start scraping and stacking dishes in
the middle of a restaurant
You have to leave for class ten minutes
early because you know you’re bound to
hug at least five people on the way down
the stairs
Kilian announces a sleep in morning, and
you think “yes! I get to sleep in until 8:00”

·
·
·

·

Student hamming it up at Rhenada’s
Tea House
Girls outnumber guys 6:1
You assume there’s enough room for six people
on a couch
It’s normal to walk into a room and find a group
of Bible school students yelling at each other
over a deck of cards.
You can peel a 50 lb bag of carrots in less than
an hour

REJOICE IN GOD
By Coralee Grilz
Bible School is a training ground for what’s in store
for the world to come and I have been blessed
with being one of Jesus’ intercessory warriors.
He has blessed me with gifts of wisdom, discern
ment, and grace to keep uplifting those in need.
Jesus has begun to teach me things I’ve never
known or seen: saints and angels, prayer, mu
sic. I have a singing voice that I have never used
before, as well as the gift of poetry. I never knew
it was a gift. I’ve been very blessed in coming
here to find that God loves me and that we are
His wildflowers, the joyful class of 20062007
It’s been amazing getting to know our teachers
and their life experiences, over the course of two
months. Being here is something I would have
never thought possible. Only God knows why,
and I love Him for that.
My birthday is on November 21, the Presenta
tion of Mary. The last line of the Gospel reading
says, “For this I was born, and for this I came into
the world to testify to the truth.” I cannot help but
feel God gave me life on November 21, for a
purpose. I feel that He wants me to proclaim the
truth of His love, His righteousness. I feel called
by His Blessed Mother Mary to spread the joy of
the Holy Family to all I meet.

I Feel You Jesus
by Fatima Huezo

Like the sunkissed sky that warms my face,
I feel Your presence.
Like the playful wind that whispers in my ear,
I hear Your voice.
Like the cool blue waves that soothe
and quench the hot sand,
I hunger for You.
Like the quiet moon that lingers and shines
white light in darkness,
I see my refuge.
Like the sad, warm, raindrops that ripple
the forest stream,
I see Your tears.
Like the deafening rumble of an earthquake,
strong and majestic,
I fear Your power.
Like and unique sound of a nightingale,
I hear the music of Your heart.
Like the crisp sweet breath of a lily,
I smell You.
Like the constant lifegiving
soft rhythm of my heart,
I need Your love.
Like a blood stain on white satin,
You, Lord, are ever printed
on all Your creation.
Beautiful is Your name.
Jesus.

Outreach Program offered at
JPII Bible School

Do you know someone who might like to receive our
newsletter? Or, would you like to help us in promoting
our school? Please contact julien_bilodeau@jpii.net for
more information. Thanks!

In keeping with John Paul II’s ongoing call
for a ‘new evangelization’, the John Paul II
Bible School offers several teams of students
as part of its Catholic Outreach Ministry. The
purpose is to reach out and serve the Church
and all people through personal witness,
drama, music, and service.
The Bible School offers retreats put on by
students each Spring. This year, Outreach
begins April 28 and continues until June 2,
2007.
Call Joan Perrott at the school or email
outreach@jpii.net for more information.
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Magnificat and Advent:

Mary’s Canticle
By Cara Schaffrick
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for He has looked with favour on the lowliness
of His servant.”
A God that picks a peasant girl without any
understanding of His greatness and plans.
“Favoured one,” Why would God favour me?
I’ve never done anything grand.
I’d never expected anything more than a simple
life with Joseph.
“From now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me
and holy is His name.”

of His mercy,
according to the promise He made to our ancestors.”
I have swept away your transgressions like a cloud,
and your sins like a mist dissolved . . .
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
All who see me jeer at me; a gang of villains closing
in on me,
They divide my garments among them.
And cast lots for my clothing.
You who fear Yahweh, praise Him!
For He has not despised or disregarded the poverty
of the poor,
Has not turned away His face, but has LISTENED
to the cry for help . . .
Descendents will serve Him, will proclaim His name
for generations still to come . . .
Justice to a people yet unborn: He has fulfilled it.

“His mercy is for those who fear Him
from generation to generation”
O God how I fear this.
But I fear and honour you.
Protect me, God of mercy.
“He has shown strength with his arm;
He has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts”
Lord, you know my thoughts, my worries,
my weakness.
Make me a worthy vessel; give me your wisdom
And show me your ways.
I have no power but yours, my refuge.
“He has brought down the powerful
from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly.”
“I am the handmaid of the Lord;
be it done unto me according to thy word.”
That’s what I had said, wasn’t it?
My life is and always will be in your hands,
just as your love begins to grow within me.
“He has filled up the hungry with good things
[Christ within me,]
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance
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